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Amnesty International petitions Serbian Deputy Prime Minister

On 19 October 2011, an Amnesty International delegation is handing over to the Serbian
Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic, thousands of petitions against forced evictions of Roma
communities in Serbia.

The petitions call on the Serbian government to adopt a law against forced evictions and to
regulate the process of evictions.

“Forced evictions in Belgrade and elsewhere in Serbia make people move from one settlement
to another depriving them of proper roof over their heads, the jobs they may be holding at the
moment, the schools their children go to,” said Nicola Duckworth, Amnesty International’s
Europe and Central Asia Programme Director.

Amnesty International members from Japan and Korea in the east to Netherlands and Spain in
the west collected signatures and photos in streets of events such as the EXIT Festival in Novi
Sad bringing into the spotlight the discrimination and other human rights violations the Roma
community is facing in Serbia.

Amnesty International is extremely concerned at the rising number of forced evictions in the
country, affecting the lives of thousands of people. Currently there ate around 100 informal
settlements in Belgrade and 500 elsewhere in Serbia.

“Forced evictions are in breach of the right to adequate housing. They affect the most
vulnerable in the society, mainly the Roma community — those who have been driven by
poverty to live in informal settlements in Belgrade and who have no other housing options,”
Nicola Duckworth said.

What: Nicola Duckworth informs journalists about meeting with Deputy Prime Minister
Bozidar Djelic in charge of European integration and Chair of the Council for Improvement of
he Status of Roma Population.

When: 19 October 2011, 1100 local time (0900 GMT)

Where: Regional Centre for Minorities in Belgrade

Dobracina 17

For further information or to arrange an interview, please contact:
Milos Bogicevic, Amnesty International Serbia expert on +381 63 8089090 or email:
milos.bogicevic@amnesty.org

See also:

Home is more than a roof over your head (report)
Obrenovac online petition

Belgrade must stop torced evictions

Belvil urgent action

Skadarska Street news story

Skadarska Street eviction video in Serbian (You Tube)
Petition targeting Deputy Prime Minister BoZidar Djelic



http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR70/001/2011/en/5e0bb76a-1030-4a5f-ba44-06a5fe216069/eur700012011en.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/en/appeals-for-action/threat-forced-eviction-roma-obrenovac-municipality-belgrade
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR70/008/2011/en/619f35c2-8a1f-438c-adc0-868d56ff1fe7/eur700082011en.html
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR70/007/2010/en/78f4b26a-e4a5-422b-bac7-cda0f0d7da88/eur700072010en.pdf
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/serbia-forced-eviction-leaves-roma-families-homeless-2011-08-12
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LrcQyJAL_QE&NR=1
http://www.amnesty.org/en/appeals-for-action/stop-forced-evictions-serbia
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