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Amnesty International reports & statements:   
 
See the following recent AI reports and press statements [dates given in day/month/year format]. 
These and other press releases and reports are accessible at: 
http://web.amnesty.org/library/eng-recent/index  
 
20/09/2007Lebanon: Amnesty International condemns the assassination of Antoine Ghanim MP  (NEWS) MDE 
18/009/2007 
19/09/2007Central African Republic: Civilians in peril in the wild north(REPORTS) AFR 19/003/2007 
19/09/2007USA: Amnesty International calls for immediate end to prolonged solitary confinement of Louisiana prisoners 
Herman Wallace and Albert Woodfox(NEWS) AMR 51/145/2007 
19/09/2007Amnesty International reaction to nomination of EU counter-terrorism coordinator(NEWS)  
IOR 61/022/2007 
18/09/2007USA: Amnesty International concerned at use of tasers in Florida(NEWS) AMR 51/144/2007 
17/09/2007Iran: Human Rights Abuses Against The Baluchi Minority(REPORTS) MDE 13/104/2007 
17/09/2007Eritrea: On 6th anniversary of mass detentions of dissidents, human rights violations continue 
unabated(NEWS) AFR 64/009/2007 
14/09/2007Sudan (Darfur) : 'When will they protect us?' Civilians trapped by violence in Sudan(REPORTS) 
AFR 54/043/2007 
14/09/2007EU - Ukraine Summit: Raise Human Rights Deficiencies(NEWS) IOR 61/021/2007 
14/09/2007Egypt: Freedom of expression under attack (NEWS) MDE 12/031/2007 
14/09/2007Detainees tortured during incommunicado detention(NEWS) AFR 59/006/2007 
14/09/2007Amnesty International calls on the OSCE to uphold its own principles of protection of freedom of expression.  
(NEWS) EUR 46/039/2007 
13/09/2007Checklist for the establishment of an effective truth commission (REPORTS) POL 30/020/2007 
12/09/2007 Angola: Police operating 'above the law'  (NEWS) AFR 12/010/2007 
12/09/2007USA: Amnesty International calls for urgent review of the case of the "Jena Six"(NEWS) 
AMR 51/141/2007 
12/09/2007Sudan: Thousands call on world "not to look away" from violations in Darfur(NEWS) 
AFR 54/054/2007 
12/09/2007Egypt: Dissolving human rights centre further erodes right to freedom of association (NEWS) 
MDE 12/029/2007 
12/09/2007Sudan: Health Professional Action: Torture / Denial of medical care(REPORTS) 
AFR 54/052/2007 
12/09/2007Angola: Above the Law: Police Accountability in Angola(REPORTS) AFR 12/005/2007 
11/09/2007Ethiopia: Political repression must stop(REPORTS) AFR 25/013/2007 
11/09/2007Ethiopia: Call for a Millennium for Human Rights(NEWS)AFR 25/022/2007 

http://web.amnesty.org/library/eng-recent/index_
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGMDE180092007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR190032007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAMR511452007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAMR511452007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGIOR610222007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAMR511442007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGMDE131042007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR640092007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR640092007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR540432007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGIOR610212007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGMDE120312007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR590062007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGEUR460392007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGPOL300202007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR120102007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAMR511412007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR540542007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGMDE120292007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR540522007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR120052007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR250132007
http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGAFR250222007


10/09/2007Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): Escalating violence in North-Kivu deepens risk of mass ethnic 
killings(NEWS) AFR 62/014/2007 
 
 

Children: 
 
UK:  A report by two children’s rights organisations stresses the need for trafficked children to be 
allowed to remain in the UK to recover physically and mentally from their ordeal, irrespective of 
whether they have cooperated with law enforcement authorities. The Guardian (20 September):  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uklatest/story/0,,-6935224,00.html 
For report see: http://www.ecpat.org.uk/downloads/RightsHere_RightsNow.pdf 
 
 

Elderly: 
 
USA:  Despite the fact that the elderly are the highest risk population in the USA for suicide,  few 
suicide-prevention programs target them— a result, advocates say, of scarce funding and a lack 

of concern for older Americans. MSNBC (18 September): 
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/20840726/ 
 
 

Health Services: 
 
India: Health workers efforts to convince rural women in India of the health benefits of indoor 
toilets are bearing fruit, due to the support of local women’s self help groups, according to 
Oneworld- South Asia (17 September):  
http://southasia.oneworld.net/article/view/153221/1/ 
 
Israel / Occupied Territories:  Israeli military authorities at Erez Crossing have closed the 
passage to all patients in need of care unavailable in Gaza, other than the most ‘severe and 
urgent cases’ according to Physicians for Human Rights. Relief Web (21 September):  
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/EDIS-778NRC?OpenDocument 
 
USA:  Senator Hillary Clinton has unveiled a $100 billion-a-year plan to achieve universal health 
coverage in the USA. The New York Times (17 September):  
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/17/washington/17cnd-clinton.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 
 
 

HIV/AIDS: 
 
Asia:  At the World Economic Forum in China, UNAIDS Executive Director Peter Piot stated that 
fighting HIV/AIDS in Asia is a "matter of political will" and urged Asian countries to "adopt 
education and prevention programs" to reach high-risk groups and reduce stigma. Reuters (12 
September):  
http://www.reuters.com/article/healthNews/idUSHKG36300920070906 
 
Lesotho: The work by Stephen Lewis, former United Nations Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in 
Africa, to secure international funding for Lesotho, is credited for increasing the numbers of HIV- 
positive people able to access no-cost antiretrovirals, according to Medical News Today quoting 
from the Globe and Mail (13 September): 
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/82157.php 
For original article in Globe and Mail see: 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/Page/document/v5/templates/hub?searchText=lesotho&
hub=Search&searchType=Quick  (subscription)  
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http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/Page/document/v5/templates/hub?searchText=lesotho&hub=Search&searchType=Quick
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/Page/document/v5/templates/hub?searchText=lesotho&hub=Search&searchType=Quick


World: Two recently published books accuse UNAIDS of inflating HIV prevalence estimates to 
increase donor funding, according to Medical News Today (5 September):  
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/81227.php 
 
Zambia: As part of an agreement with the Clinton Foundation to reduce the price of generic 
antiretrovirals to less than $1, Zambian authorities have introduced a plan to provide once daily 
antiretrovirals at health clinics, according to Medical News Today (12 September): 
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/82057.php 
 
 

Mental health:   
 

UK: A recent report by The Forum for Preventing Deaths in Custody raises concerns about the 

number of mentally ill people in custody in the UK, and suggests they would be better looked after 
in psychiatric care. The Guardian (21 September):   
http://www.guardian.co.uk/prisons/story/0,,2174115,00.html 
 
 

Sexual and Reproductive Health: 
 
China: Yuan Weijing, wife of sexual and reproductive rights activist Chen Guangcheng, was 
prevented by government authorities from leaving China to accept an award on his behalf. 
Medical News Today (28 August):  
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/80643.php 
 
Saudi Arabia:  As of next year, couples wishing to be married will have to be screened for HIV, 
under plans unveiled by the Ministry of Health’s assistant undersecretary for preventive medicine, 
according to Medical News Today (4 September):   
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/81111.php 
 
USA:  The US Senate has approved a measure which would lift funding restrictions on 
international groups that ‘perform abortion or promote the procedure as a method of family planning’, 

but this bill has little prospect of becoming law, according to the International Herald Tribune,   (6 
September):  
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/09/07/america/NA-GEN-US-Congress-Foreign-Aid.php 
 
 

Torture:  
 
UK: UK intelligence agencies MI5 and MI6 are to be sued for first time over their role in the 
torture of prisoners. The Guardian (12 September) 
http://politics.guardian.co.uk/foreignaffairs/story/0,,2167207,00.html 
 
USA: The CIA has banned the interrogation technique known as "water boarding," which 
simulates drowning to persuade suspects to talk, and which human rights groups consider to be 
torture, according to Reuters (15 September):  
http://in.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idINIndia-29545120070914 
 
USA:  A student was shot with a Taser stun gun after being dragged out of a meeting where US 
Senator John Kerry was speaking. The Telegraph (20 September): 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/09/18/wkerry118.xml 
 
 
 

Publications: 
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Alvarez, A.A.,‘Threshold Considerations in Fair Allocation of Health Resources: Justice Beyond 
Scarcity.’ Bioethics Vol. 21 (8), 426–438.  
http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-8519.2007.00580.x580 
 
Cai, G. et al., ‘Inequality and Unwillingness to Care for People Living with HIV/AIDS: A Survey of 
Medical Professionals in Southeast China’ AIDS Patient Care and STDs. Vol.21(8): 593-601, 
2007. 
http://www.liebertonline.com/doi/pdfplus/10.1089/apc.2006.0162 
 
Kinsler, J.J. et al., ‘The Effect of Perceived Stigma from a Health Care Provider on Access to 
Care Among a Low-Income HIV-Positive Population’, AIDS Patient Care and STDs. 2007, 21(8): 
584-592  
http://www.liebertonline.com/doi/pdfplus/10.1089/apc.2006.0202 
 
Murray, C. et al. ‘Can we achieve Millennium Development Goal 4? New analysis of country 
trends and forecasts of under-5 mortality to 2015’ The Lancet, Vol.370, No 9592, 22 September 
2007 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140673607614780/fulltext 

Patel, V. et al., ‘Prevalence of severe mental and neurological disorders in Mozambique: a 
population-based survey.’  The Lancet, Vol. 370, No 9592, 22 September 2007 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140673607614792/abstract 

Schroeder, S.A., ‘We can do better – Improving the health of American People’. New England 
Journal of Medicine, Vol.357, No12. 1221-1228. 20 September 2007. 
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/full/357/12/1221 
 
Social Security Department, ILO, ‘Social health protection: an ILO strategy towards universal 
access to health care.’ Draft for consultation, Issues in Social Protection; Discussion Paper 19. 
Geneva, August 2007. 
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/protection/secsoc/downloads/healthpolicy.pdf 
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This newsletter may be freely distributed. For a free subscription or to unsubscribe please write to: 
Health@amnesty.org  
---------------------  
Health and Human Rights Team  
Amnesty International - International Secretariat  
Tel: +44 20 7413 5522  
Fax: +44 20 7956 1157  
AI web-site: http://www.amnesty.org/  
AI Health Professional web-site: http://www.amnesty.org/health 
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