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 A practical, comprehensive guide to international

fair trial standards

 Covers rights at every stage from arrest to

sentencing and appeal

 Includes interpretation of standards by human

rights courts and bodies

 Dedicated chapters on children, death penalty

cases and trials in armed conflict

 An essential reference for human rights monitors,

judges, lawyers, trial observers, government

officials and legislators, human rights educators

and students

“every criminal trial tests the state’s commitment to justice

and respect for human rights. Whatever the crime, if people

are subjected to unfair trials, justice is not served for the

accused, the victim of the crime or the public.”

Amnesty International Fair Trial Manual – Second Edition.

“When I found the Fair Trial Manual, 

I felt like I had struck gold. It explains 

the multitude of legal standards in a

comprehensive, straightforward and

accessible way.”

Dr Vivienne O’Connor, US Institute of Peace

“the Manual has proved to be a very

valuable source to have for checking

issues ‘on the go’ within a short period 

of time, and as a reference in practical

situations including trial observation.” 

Mervat Rishmawi, human rights consultant
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