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  UN appoints new High Commissioner for Human Rights - 
Time for an ambitious human rights agenda 

 
 
Amnesty International welcomes the appointment of Louise Arbour as the new United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights.   

 

  "Louise Arbour's broad human rights background, distinguished legal career and service as 

UN prosecutor give her the experience to be both bold and creative in promoting and protecting human 

rights," said Amnesty International.  

 

  "We will look for opportunities to cooperate with the new High Commissioner in the 

worldwide protection of human rights."  

 

  Louise Arbour is the UN's chief advocate for human rights.  In the face of grave human 

rights abuses, the High Commissioner must be prepared to speak out forcefully when diplomacy fails. 

 

  Today respect for human rights faces many threats, some old and understood and others 

new, such as those arising from 'terrorism', armed conflict or poverty. Amnesty International looks to the 

High Commissioner to provide renewed international leadership in the promotion and protection of human 

rights and to be a voice for all victims of human rights abuses.   

 

  "Human rights abuses must be confronted wherever they occur and regardless of any 

country's economic or political weight," said Amnesty International. 

 

  "In the immediate future, Amnesty International looks forward to occasions to work with the 

High Commissioner to promote the human rights of women in the context of Amnesty International's 

campaign to Stop Violence against Women." 

 

For further information please contact:  

Yvonne Terlingen 

Amnesty International Representative to the United Nations in New York 

Telephone: + 1 212 867 8878 

Cell phone:  + 1 917 406 1185 

Peter Splinter 

Amnesty International Representative to the United Nations in Geneva 

Telephone: + 4122 906 9483 
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For more information please call Amnesty International's press office in London, UK, on +44 20 7413 5566 

Amnesty International, 1 Easton St., London WC1X 0DW.  web: http://www.amnesty.org 

 

For latest human rights news view http://news.amnesty.org


