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PREFACE

On March 16th it was announced that the Human Rights Commission of U.N.O. had approved a
7-article International Convention against Racial Discrimination. Article 4 binds member-States to
condemn all propaganda and organisations founded on the principle of the superiority of one race over
another. The draft Convention now goes before the Economic and Social Council of U.N.O. together
with a recommendation to create a "Control Commission-.

These are "auspicious words": the other meaning of our Greek title  Eustomy  is "keeping silence to
avoid words of ill omen". Thus we will wait to see how many of the States which voted for the Convention
carry out its terms.

"While there is a lower class I am in it ;
while there is a criminal class I am of it ;
while there is a soul in prison I am not free."

Eugene V. Debs

SPAIN
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is frequently

invited to investigate this or that allegation of
torture. We rarely have the chance. Published below
are extracts from the report of Albert Lodge,
Secretary of the British Section, who made an
on-the-spot investigation in the Asturias this
February. He modestly writes: "The results of this
inquiry are not definitive", but no one is likely to
have reached closer to the truth.

". . . I could find no confirmation that a miner
had died as a result of being assaulted by the
Guardia Civil. One lawyer, an active opponent of
the regime, informed me it was not true. One of the
intellectuals who had signed said that he had heard
that a man had died in this way but he cited a place
different from the one specified in the letter and he
could not give me the name.

"Some of the more clinical types of torture
alleged appear also to be exaggerations. Kicking in
the testicles was commonplace, but castration,
which can after all only be caused by a surgical
intervention, appears to have been a far-fetched
accusation and was indeed described to me as such
by a miner whom I later interviewed in the Asturias
and who had himself been tortured by the Officer
Captain Caro. It was possible that a man had been
rendered impotent by such treatment, however,
and this had given rise to the allegation. Further-




more, the intellectuals' letter named the man in
question as Zapico—more about this lower down.

"Sen. Fraga had denied the allegation that
Vicente Baragana had been burned in the testicles
to the extent of declaring that, although in Cara-
banchel prison, 'he could be seen by anyone wish-
ing to enquire into his physical condition'. I
discovered that nobody, in fact, had accepted this
offer. Henry Buckley, veteran Reuter's man in
Madrid told me it was only intended for the
signatories of the letter. I asked one of the signa-
tories why none of them had gone to see the man
and he implied that it would have been unusually
audacious, for by this time they were being
attacked in every daily newspaper, were being
summoned for questioning by an examining
magistrate, and at least one of their number was
receiving anonymous threats of murder by tele-
phone. As a matter of fact, I saw Baragana's
lawyer only an hour after she had visited him in
the prison and she assured me that he had not been
tortured in this way.

"Regarding another case of general, brutal
assault the intellectuals showed some uncertainty
as to the name of the sufferer, declaring that he
was called Alfonso, and perhaps Alfonso Zapico. A
pity this, for they were almost certainly on to a
genuine case, and the alleged bruises and broken
jaw corresponded to the type of rough stuff
favoured by Captain Caro and Sergeant Perez of
the Guardia Civil in the Langreo district. Neverthe-
less, the name "Zapico" in the villages of the
Asturias is as common as Jones in the valleys of
Wales and the hesitation of the letter allowed Fraga
just enough mobility to slip away from what could
have been an embarrassing confrontation.



"One allegation was that Juan Alberdi and
another man had been obliged to fight each other
and then later assaulted. Caro is a judo instructor
to the police and the Guardia, and this type of
sport seems true to his character. A miner  I  spoke
to said that when he himself was in the hands of
Caro, the latter stripped to the waist but did not
practise any judo on him, confining his activity to
blows and kicks about the face and body. Further,
and an interesting point this, the maltreatment had
little relation to any interrogation, in fact, Caro
asked him hardly any questions at all. This bears out
what miners and lawyers told me, that the object
of the very numerous and brutal beatings was an
attempt at strike-breaking by instilling fear into the
workers, rather than a means of getting men to
talk. Hence the large number who suffered in this
way and were then released, without any further
proceedings against them.

"The results of this policy were still noticeable
in the area.  I  was told it would be useless to
approach doctors, assuming I could find them, and
expect to be supplied with any confirmatory
evidence. This would have been dangerous both
for themselves and me. According to the U.G.T.
in Toulouse, some had been menaced in August
and September for any possible "indiscretion" on
their part. Similarly, the miners were very appre-
hensive. I was not to know their names, the meeting
had to take place outside the village, and they
warned me of the serious consequences there could
be for any one of their number if I should go
directly to his house."

The remaining cases detailed in the letter of the
intellectuals :

Constantina Perez Martinez and Anita Brana—
hair cropped. Admitted by Fraga.

"Everardo Castra—mentally deranged as a result
of torture and now in La Cadellada hospital. Fraga
acknowledged that the man was in hospital, but
denied that it was the result of torture. I was
assured by a lawyer, well-known to the Spanish
Democrats' Defence Committee, that Fraga was
on safe ground here.

"Jeronimo Fernandez Terente and Jesus Ramo
Tavera together with ten other miners now detained
in Carabanchel—all beaten up. I was left in no
doubt about this. The limitation of the number to
ten was almost invidious. Speaking to a lawyer
and a miner together,  I  asked if they could give an
estimate of the total number of miners who were
ill-treated—fifty or five hundred ? They said it
would be nearer the higher figure than the lower."

CONCLUSIONS
A large number of miners, running into hundreds,

were detained and assaulted, mainly by members
of the Guardia Civil, during the strikes in the
Asturias last summer and autumn. The motive for
this was to intimidate the strikers, as much as to 


gain information from them about how the strike
was organised.

A letter signed by 102 intellectuals, and delivered
to Snr. Fraga, Minister of Information, early in
October, was valuable in drawing international
attention to the outrageous treatment of strikers,
but in attempting to go into precise detail and not
getting this completely accurate, material was
provided for the Minister to make substantial
denials. and by implication to cast doubt on the
accusations in general.

The place most commonly mentioned as to
ill-treatment occurred was the "Inspeccion de la
Policia" in Sama de Langreo. The officers most
frequently alleged to be responsible were Captain
Fernando Caro, Sergeant Perez, and the individuals
Manuel Marillo and "El Sevilla", the rank of the
last two named being uncertain.

Another first-hand report comes from Gaby
Javsicas, now home in New York, after having
spent most of February in a Spanish jail. Those
who know this sturdy individualist will appreciate
his style; those who do not, will learn that in Spain
individualism is only appreciated  inside  prison.

Report by Gabriel Javsicas
"I was arrested in the lobby of my hotel, the

Oriente, in Barcelona, while talking to the secretary
of the CNT, an anti-fascist, anti-communist,
underground Trade Union organisation in Spain.
The arrest of this man, Francisco Calle Mancilla,
and myself took place on February 7th. Two other
CNT men, Augustin Mariano Pascual and Cases
Alfonso, were also arrested at the same time at
their place of work. We were held for three days
in the awful cellars of the political police, then
transported to the Modelo prison. I was released
without being charged on February 28th. The other
men are still awaiting trial on the charge of illegal
propaganda and association. Up to now, for
twenty-five years after the end of the civil war, all
such cases were tried by a military court and the
charge would have been military rebellion. A week
before our arrest, however, a new tribunal was
created to deal with such cases, Tribunal del Orden
Publico, a civilian court which it is hoped will
prove itself less ferocious than the military courts.

"After three days of interrogation (mine very
brief and most of it in the presence of the American
Consul) we were put in the same prison wing of
the Modelo, and as the cell doors of the prison are
open most of the day, we had long talks for
eighteen days, uninterrupted and unobserved by
the police. The police thus facilitated our illegal
association. I could not possibly have devoted as
much time to this in any other way, nor would
I have learned as much about the nature of the
Spanish underground.

"The three syndicalists shared one large airy



cell, I spent two weeks with two common criminals
in one cell, but used the cell only for sleeping. One
of my companions, a specialist in car stealing,
rigged up a little stove made from a tin can which
he filled with olive oil and some bits of cloths. On
this stove he heated up my food for me which I had
sent in from outside. We then stood each armed
with a spoon and let the food get cold again by
mutually insisting that the other should eat more.

"The warden and turnkeys were open to bribes
and I gave them Havana cigars imported by
Franco from Castro's Cuba. The cigar is the
highest status symbol in prison. Sunday Mass was
compulsory. Prison orchestra and prisoners' voices
were lovely. Mass started with sixteenth-century
music, ended with Viennese waltz. Distinct tunes
on French horn announced all daily events:
waking, numerous counts of prisoners, promenade
and sports in patio, and lights-out. All events
started on time. Only other thing on time in Spain
is the Bull-fight.

"Political prisoners share wing with most
desperate criminals. We had Jack the Rippers (2)
and other murderers as companions, but also
pimps, pickpockets, safe-crackers, and smugglers.
Smugglers are rich and are the aristocracy among
the prisoners. My companions had written over
their cell door '3 peligrosos' (dangerous men).
For two weeks I resented the fact that this was not
written on my cell door, presumably in deference
to the two common criminals with whom I shared
my cell. For the last four days I had a cell to myself,
and there was the accolade 'Peligroso' which
appeared on my cell door."
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EAST GERMANY

This is perhaps as balanced a picture as it is
possible to come by.

"There are still over 10,000 people in peniten-
tiaries and forced labour camps (HAL) today for
political reasons, including 76 for participating in
the June 1953 uprising. All hopes that silence as
recommended by the German writer, Robert
Neumann, after a visit to East Berlin; protests such
as those organised by PEN; or exchange offers as
recently suggested by a London Group of Amnesty
International could free a man like Wolfgang
Harich after he served two-thirds of his ten-year
prison sentence, have failed up to now. . . .

". . . the Zone wants to 'convince' the prisoners,
or if it cannot succeed in this, to break them. No 


one is simply killed, but in the penal institution of
Brandenburg 18 to 21-year-old members of the Free
German Youth Movement, used as guards, pro-
voked the prisoners so long that they refused all
food for a week, and got so much on the nerves of
sculptor Gerhard Rabowski of Babelsberg, who
had been sentenced to fifteen years' imprisonment
for 'sabotage' that he hanged himself. None of the
prisoners of the Volkstedt  HAL  in Kreis Eisleben
who were arrested for trifling reasons, comes out
without some visible wound or bruise. And in
front of the entrance of the headquarters of the
Security Police in the Berlin-Rummelsburg prison a
protesting student had his face forced against the
ground so long that his nose was broken. During
the same abuse he suffered a scrotal hernia. Of
course, there are also institutions where beating is
forbidden. This applies to the Women's Detention
Centre in Barnimstrasse, Berlin, and several forced
labour camps for women such as that in Himmels-
milch in the Erzegebirge.

"As for the tariff wages for prison labour, they
are certainly an advance over the payment in
pennies for the bag-pasting in former times. But
the greater part of these wages go for food and
maintenance back to the state treasury, a part is
deducted for the costs of the trial, another part
remains for the support of the family, another for
savings, and only the rest, usually no more than
twenty marks a month can be used by the prisoner
for purchases from the prison store. . . .

". . . In 1962 there was an amnesty. But it
covered criminals almost entirely. In the meantime
the penal institutions and 'labour education camps'
have filled up again: people who were arrested at
the Wall or at the barbed wire during flight, those
who aided refugees, including many foreigners,
those sentenced for `sabotage' (which can include
non-fulfilment of the norms), members of the
Army who themselves desired to flee, 'returnees'
from West Germany, 'bums', 'idlers', or simply
'politically unreliable persons'. In the detention
work camps these last categories comprise up to
80 per cent of the inmates. They are not released
from the camps until their 're-education' has been
successful, which in some cases means keeping a
man behind bars for ten years. . . ."

PORTUGAL

THE GOVERNMENT ON THE DEFENSIVE

In his article, "The Shame of Portugal", Neville
Vincent, Joint Hon. Secretary of the British
Amnesty Section, commented on the torture and
horrifying prison conditions of Portugal's political
prisoners. Lord Russell of Liverpool visited Portu-
guese prisons, at the invitation of the Portuguese
Government, and his findings were published in the
London  Daily Telegraph.  In his article he refuted
Neville Vincent's allegations, admitting, however,



to the extremely bad conditions of Aljube prison.
At one point he comments, ". . . It is this kind of
extravagant statement and there are many others,
made by someone who has no direct access to any
of these prisons which convinces me, together with
what I have myself seen, that the sweeping allega-
tions made in these newspaper articles are completely
without foundation."

An apology from Lord Russell and the  Daily
Telegraph  for references which ". . . were not
intended to reflect in any way on Mr. Vincent's
personal or professional integrity nor on the work
which he does for political and religious prison-
ers . . ." was printed with an article by Lord
Gardiner, Q.C., in which he refers to the seventy-
two lawyers of Lisbon and Oporto who, on
March 23rd, 1957, asked the Government to
inquire into allegations against the  P.I.D.E.
(security police) concerning torture, both physical
and moral, including the well-known 'statue'.
This torture forces the prisoners to remain standing
for days and nights facing a wall. An inquiry was
opened the following October, but when the first
signatory, Fernando de Abranches Ferrao, who
had been asked for his evidence, was able to name
twenty-six specific cases, the inquiry was discon-
tinued. The article also points out that Portugal is
the only country in Western Europe which refuses
to allow the International Red Cross to inspect
its penal establishments (although it invited Lord
Russell).

In  his reply, Portugal's Minister of Interior did
not deny Lord Gardiner's references to the inquiry
into the actions of the  P.I.D.E.  which was hurriedly
closed and, in refuting the latter's comments on
Red Cross  inspection  of prisons, he claims that the
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Red Cross can  contact  prisoners. He repeated
Lord Russell's remark, that any prolonged form of
'statue' torture could only be carried out in a
special cell and that no such cells exist.

Lord Gardiner replied that no special cell would
appear to be necessary, if the prisoner is made to
stand up by guards who are changed every four
hours. He also pointed out that although the
Minister claims that the Portuguese Police only
arrest and detain people in accordance with the
law, the "security measure" law permits indefinite
detention of both men and women without a charge
being made or any trial.

MOROCCO
After a trial lasting three and a half months the

Rabat Regional Court gave its verdict in the trial
of 102 Moroccans accused on March 14th of
offences ranging from plotting to kill King HassanII
to planning armed rebellion. Eleven persons were
sentenced to death (8  in absentia),  14 to 10 years'
imprisonment or more  (7 in absentia),  42 to lesser
terms of imprisonment (9  in absentia  or with
suspended sentences), and 35 acquitted.

The accused, mostly members of the non-
Communist left-wing Union Nationale des Forces
Populaires (UNFP), were arrested in July 1963 on
the eve of elections to the House of Councillors.
The party had obtained considerable success in
elections in May 1963 to the House of Representa-
tives. The widespread arrest, without charge, of
other UNFP members, most of whom have since
been released, and reports of torture and judicial
irregularities, led Amnesty International (in con-
junction with the League for the Rights of Man) to
send M. Nicolas Jacob of Paris on two visits to
the trial, his status as an observer being recognised
by the Court. His report criticised the trial as
essentially political and underlined judicial irregu-
larities (retrospective laws etc.). The defence lawyers
subsequently withdrew in protest against the alleged
bias of the Court. Meanwhile, individual prisoners
were adopted by Amnesty Groups of Three.

The final verdict and sentences, though far from
satisfactory on legal grounds, do show that the
Court distinguished between different groups among
the accused. Those released include some of the
most prominent political leaders of the UNFP.
It seems likely that exposure of the political nature
of the arrests led the Court to examine the case
on a more judicial basis than was at one time
feared. The tactful representations of Barbara
Castle, M.P., and Jennie Lee, M.P., during an official
Labour Party visit to North Africa (the UNFP
has fraternal relations with the British Labour
Party) were most helpful. There is no doubt that
Amnesty's interest in the case played an effective
role, even the Prosecutor, while disputing M.
Jacob's conclusions, did not impugn his good faith.
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