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EL SALVADOR
Human rights workers around the world were shocked to learn of the violent death in March of
Marianela Garcia Villas, President of the non-governmental El Salvador Human Rights
Commission.

To their dismay has been added profound disquiet about how she came to be killed—conflict-
ing accounts have been put out by the Salvadorian authorities and even now, a full six weeks
afterwards, no adequate investigation has been launched by them.

Concern about her death has been heightened by the knowledge that the three other founder-
members of her commission were the victims of political assassinations and that the name of
Marianela Garcia herself had in the past appeared on two 'death lists', one of which was broad-
cast by the armed forces' official press committee.

Call for international inquiry into
death of human rights leader
AI  has called for an independent
public inquiry into the death of the
Salvadorian human rights leader
Marianela Garcia Villas, who the
Salvadorian authorities say was
killed during an armed clash involv-
ing their forces during the weekend
of 13/14 March this year.

AI  has requested the Government
of El Salvador to ensure that such
an inquiry be on an international
scale, with foreign and Salvadorian
journalists and international human
rights organizations being permitted
to carry out their own investigations.

Marianela Garcia, co-founder and
President of the non-governmental
Comision de Derechos Humanos de El
Salvador (CDHES), entered El Salvador
in January 1983 from Mexico, where she
had been working for the Commission
since 1981. (She went into exile there
after her name appeared on a "death
list" that year—see caption.)

Commission representatives have told
AI  that she intended to investigate
reports of indiscriminate bombing of
unarmed civilians and the use by Salva-
dorian forces of chemical warfare against
civilians—"as well as the treatment by
guerrilla forces of military prisoners in
their custody".

They said she had planned to prepare
a report for consideration by the 31 Jan-
uary-11 March session of the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights
in Geneva.

According to the CDHES, on 12
March she travelled to Bermuda,
Suchitoto, the area from which the
bombing and chemical warfare reports
had been received.

Marianela Garcia Villas, photo-
graphed during a visit to Europe last
year, in the course of which she fre-
quently reiterated her belief that
"information is ammunition" in the
struggle for human rights.

She was the last survivor of the
four people who founded the non-
governmental El Salvador Human
Rights Commission in 1978. (The
other three were killed in 1980,
including Archbishop Oscar Romero,
who was murdered in his cathedral in
March that year. Official involve-
ment was widely suspected in all three
cases.)

Marianela Garcia, a lawyer and
journalist, became the country's
youngest member of parliament in
1974 for the Christian Democrat
party; she later left the party, which

On 15 March the Press Committee of
the Armed Forces (COPREFA)
announced that "A man and a woman,
who are assumed to be foreign journal-
ists, were found among the dead when a
military patrol was attacked in the area

Continued on page 7

is now part of the governing coalition.
She was twice arrested and detained

by the authorities. In an interview
abroad in 1981, she said that on the
second occasion she had, among
other things, been beaten with rifle
butts on the back and breasts and had
her front teeth knocked out.

Of all the assaults inflicted on her
on that occasion she said: "I suffered
everything you would expect a
woman to suffer when she is attacked.
. . . I can't bear to talk about it."

She left El Salvador at the end of
1981 after her name had been
included on a list of "traitors" broad-
cast by COPREFA.

At the time  Al  issued a news release
calling on the government to guaran-
tee the safety of those named on what
appeared to be a "death list" which
in effect gave official sanction to
groups carrying out extrajudicial
executions.

Many of those named on the list
left the country shortly afterwards;
several of those who stayed behind
have since been killed.

Marianela Garcia's name had pre-
viously appeared on a "death list"
issued by the Maximiliano Hernindez
Brigade, a far-right paramilitary
group.

Also in this issue: • Yugoslav
poet jailed, page 2 *Trade
unionists under fire, page 4

Executions in Mozambique,
page 6 • Long-term deten-
tions in Viet Nam, page 8
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Yugoslavia
Poet imprisoned for 'insult'
Gojko  Djogo,  a 42-year-old poet from
Belgrade, began a 12-month prison term
on 28 March after his conviction for
"damaging the reputation" of Yugo-
slavia in six poems published (and
banned) in 1981.

The prosecution had claimed that the
poems insulted the memory of the late
President Tito.

Gojko Djogo, who is in Padinska
Skela prison, Belgrade, is one of two
poets for whose release Al has appealed
to the Yugoslav authorities.

The other is Vlado  Gotovac,  aged 52,
from Zagreb, who is in Lepoglava prison
serving a two-year sentence imposed in
June 1981 for "hostile propaganda".
The charges were based on interviews he
gave to foreign journalists.

It is reported that since his imprison-
ment his health has deteriorated seri-
ously and that he suffers from spondy-
losis, lumbago and high blood pressure.

Other writers adopted as prisoners of
conscience by Al include Sabit  Rrustemi
and Sabedin  Haliti,  both of Albanian
ethnic origin, who were sentenced in
1981 to four and three years' imprison-
ment respectively because of a short story
written by the former and published in a
literary review edited by the latter.

Al has also appealed for the release of
Dr Marko  Veselica, aged 47, an  econom-
ist who is serving a seven-year prison
sentence for an interview he gave in 1980
to a foreign journalist and for allegedly
sending documents abroad for publica-

Some hundreds of people are being held
in indefinite detention without charge or
trial in Uganda. They are detained in
civil custody under the Public Order and
Security Act , and more than 100 of them
have been held since 1981.

Many others are believed to have
"disappeared" after being arrested and
illegally detained in secret by the army.

On 31 March Al wrote to Uganda's
Minister of Internal Affairs, J.M.M.
Luwuliza-Kirunda, asking for details of
the grounds of imprisonment, the con-
ditions and places of imprisonment, and
the legal status of several people detained
without trial since 1981.

Al also called for investigations into
the reported "disappearances" of nine
people allegedly detained in military cus-
tody that year, including a former
magistrate, Constantine  Kabazaire,  and
a university lecturer, Beatrice
Kyomugisha.

Al's letter was in response to informa-
tion provided to the organization by the
Minister on 115 people about whom it
had earlier inquired. He informed Al 


tion ih the emigre press.
He went on hunger-strike at the end of

January 1983 in protest at having been
punished with solitary confinement for
having spoken to other prisoners, who
were his friends. He was forcibly fed and
taken to Zagreb prison hospital where he
ended his hunger-strike on 26 February.

At the beginning of April he was in
Lepoglava prison hospital and his health
was said to be poor.

In February 1983 the historian Dr
Franjo  Tudjman,  aged 61, serving a
three-year sentence for interviews he
gave to foreign journalists, was granted
a three-month interruption of his sen-
tence on health grounds. He is due to
return to Lepoglava prison on 23 May.
Al has appealed to the Yugoslav author-
ities not to make him return to prison.

It has also urged that a journalist,
Ranka  Cicak,  should not be required to
serve a 10-month prison sentence
imposed on her by the Supreme Court of
Vojvodina in early April. (The court
reduced, on appeal, an original sentence
of 30 months to one of 10 months.)

The charges against her were based
on private conversations during which
she allegedly spoke disrespectfully of
the country's leader. Much of the pros-
ecution's evidence reportedly was pro-
vided by two self-confessed agents
provocateurs.

The case came in the wake of Ranka
Cicak's exposure of fraudulent dealings
by officials involving a pig farmE

that some had been released, but that
over half had never been in custody.
• In April Al published a document

containing three exchanges during 1982
between it and the Uganda Government
arising out of the organization's mission
to Uganda in January 1982. In addition
to a 26-page memorandum to the gov-
ernment of July 1982 (released earlier in
December 1982), the document contains
the organization's response in October
1982 to the government's comments on
Ars memorandum, which are also
reproduced in full. No reply has been
received from the government to Al's
response of October 1982, although Al
had undertaken to publish any reply
received by the end of March 1983.

These exchanges are being placed on
the public record to clarify Al's con-
cerns about human rights violations in
Uganda, its recommendations to the
government on measures needed to
protect human rights, and the procedures
it has followed in its dealings with the
government. Copies of the document are
available from Al's sections or the Inter-
national Secretariat in London LII

South Africa
Officials of leading
trade union
held without charge
Officials and members of a leading black
trade union were detained in March by
Security police in the Ciskei "homeland"
in South Africa and held without charge
for two weeks.

At least five members of the South
African Allied Workers' Union
(SAAWU), including its President,
Thozamile  Gqweta,  and Vice-President,
Sisa  Njikelana,  and the General Secre-
tary of the General and Allied Workers
Union, Sidney  Mafumadi,  were report-
edly detained on 16 March in Mdantsane
(a black township near East London), in
the Ciskei. South Africa declared the
Ciskei "independere in 1981 but the
territory has not received international
recognition as such.

The SAAWU is one of the fastest
growing black trade unions in South
Africa and derives most of its support
from the Eastern Cape area. It is not
registered according to legislation gov-
erning trade unions in South Africa and
has aroused the hostility of the South
African-supported authorities in Ciskei
as well as those in South Africa by its
political stance, particularly on issues
such as the granting of "independence"
to the Ciskei.

Most of its members work in the white
industrial town of East London but live in
surrounding black townships in the Ciskei.

Repeated detentions
In the past two years, SAAWU offi-

cials have been repeatedly detained by
both the South African and Ciskei secur-
ity police who work closely together.

Both Thozamile Gqweta and Sisa
Njikelana have been detained several
times for long periods in the past two
years but they have not been convicted
of any offences.

After Thozamile Gqweta's detention
on 16 March 1983 he appeared as a
defence witness at a political trial in the
Ciskei Supreme Court. He told the court
that during a previous period of deten-
tion in the Ciskei he had been punched
and assaulted by security police officers,
blindfolded, stripped and hung from a
window by handcuffs. He said that he
had made a complaint to the local prison
doctor but was then subjected to
renewed assaults.

Thozamile Gqweta and other
SAAWU officials were also detained by
South African security police in Decem-
ber 1981 and held incommunicado for
some months. During this period in cus-
tody, he and SAAWU's General Secre-
tary, Sam Kikine, both became psycho-
logically disoriented and required hospi-
tal treatment as a result.

The six trade unionists detained in the
Ciskei on 16 March were released uncon-
ditionally on 30 March El

Ugandans held without trial
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Campaign for Prisoners of the Month

P reol

Each of the people whose story is told below is a prisoner of conscience. Each has

been arrested because of his or her religious or political beliefs, colour, sex, ethnic

origin or language. None has used or advocated violence. Their continuing deten-

tion is a violation of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

International appeals can help to secure the release of these prisoners or to improve

their detention conditions. In the interest of the prisoners, letters to the authorities

should be worded carefully and courteou.sly. You should stress that your concern

for human rights is not in any way politically partisan. In no circumstances should
communications be sent to the prisoner.

Carmen POPESCU,  Romania
An office worker from Bucharest,
aged 40, she is serving a six-year
prison sentence imposed in 1981.

Carmen  Popescu  was arrested in May
1981 and sentenced in September that
year to six years' imprisonment under
Article 166 of the Romanian Criminal
Code for "propaganda against the
socialist state".

At the time of her arrest she had
received permission to emigrate from
Romania. The charges against her were
reportedly based on an account she had
prepared for the embassy of a West
European government to support her
request for an emergency visa—she told
the embassy that she had been perse-
cuted by the Romanian authorities.

In the past she had been harassed and
dismissed from work because of her sup-
port for the human rights appeal
addressed by the Romanian writer Paul
Goma to the signatories of the Final Act
of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe in 1977.

In 1979 she was sentenced to four
months' imprisonment after signing
another human rights appeal put out by
an unofficial group, the Free Trade
Union of Romanian Workers.

Please send courteous letters appeal-
ing for Carmen Popescu's immediate
release to: His Excellency President
Nicolae Ceausescu / Calca Victoriei
49-53/Bucharest/Romania.

Shawkat ALI,  Bangladesh
A lawyer and member of the sus-
pended Bangladesh parliament,
he has been detained since May
1982 and is reported to be in poor
health.

Shawkat  Ali,  49, a retired army colonel
and a member of the Central Committee
of the main opposition party, the Awami
League, was arrested at his home in
Dhaka (Dacca) on 10 May 1982. He was
detained under the Special Powers Act
and charged with murder and kidnap-
ping offences committed some eight and
nine years beforehand, in 1974 and 1973.

The charges had first been laid against
him in 1979—soon after he had been
elected to parliament to represent the
Naria constituency, Faridpur district.

The allegations were made by the
defeated candidate in Naria of the
Bangladesh National Party, then the rul-
ing party. (The country's present mili-
tary government suspended parliament
in March 1982.)

Shawkat Mi was acquitted of the
charges by the Special Martial Law
Court in Jessore in October 1982—but

• ••••

Shawkat Ali

was immediately transferred from jail in
Jessore to Dhaka Central Jail and, with
two others, was later charged with, inter
alia, trying to create "a sharp division"
among the people and "hatred" between
sections of the armed forces and the
people.

He is the elected Chairman of the
Freedom Fighters Solidarity Council,
which represents volunteers who fought
in the 1971 Bangladesh war against the
Pakistan army.

The fresh charges against him and two
other Freedom Fighter leaders resulted
from criticisms of the court they had
jointly published in 1981 during the trial
of army personnel involved in the
Chittagong mutiny that year.

One of his co-defendants is free on
bail and the second has been allowed to
leave the country. Shawkat Mi, too, has
been granted bail by the Dhaka High
Court—but is still being detained indefi-
nitely under the Special Powers Act.

A  I  believes that the revival of the mur-
der and kidnapping charges against him
may have been politically motivated and
that he is continuing to be detained
because of his non-violent opposition to
the military authorities.

Before his arrest he was being treated

for a chronic heart ailment but is
reported to be receiving no treatment for
this now and his health is said to have
worsened in detention. In addition, his
wife and three children have been living
in considerable hardship since his arrest.

Please send courteous letters appeal-
ing for his immediate release to: His
Excellency Lt-General H.M. Ershad /
Chief Martial Law Administrator/Office
of the CMLA/Dhaka/Bangladesh.

Rock Charles DEROSE,  Haiti
A 41-year-old mechanic, he was a
leader of the United Haitian
Communist Party and has been
in unacknowledged detention
without charge or trial since
November 1981. He is reported
to have been tortured.

Rock Charles  Derose  (also known as
Jerome Jean) was arrested on 12 Novem-
ber 1981 during a raid on his home in
Port-au-Prince. Several other politically
motivated arrests were carried out at the
same time.

He had previously been arrested when
he was a student in October 1960, after a
meeting of the Haitian Union of Stu-
dents. He was detained for three months.

Between 1967 and 1968 he worked for
the National Service for the Eradication
of Malaria in Haiti. He later spent sev-
eral years outside the country before
returning in early 1981.

A I  believes he has been detained
because of his political affiliations.
Before his arrest he was a leader of the
Parti Unifié des Communistes Hartiens,
United Haitian Communist Party.
Legislation introduced by the govern-
ment in 1969 banned all communist
activities.

The authorities have not acknowl-
edged his arrest but he is reported to be
held incommunicado in the Casernes
Dessalines military barracks in Port-au-
Prince. Conditions there are said to be
poor and medical treatment wholly
inadequate.

In January 1982  A I  received reports
that he had been tortured in the bar-
racks. Recent reports indicate that he is
ill and needs medical treatment.

Please send courteous letters, prefer-
ably in French, appealing for his release
to: Son Excellence Jean-Claude Duvalier/
Président-a-Vie/Port-au-Prince/Haiti.

If  you prefer, you may send your appeals to the embassies of these governments in your country.
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Many workers and trade unionists and their helpers will have spent thls year's International Labour
Day (1 May) in prison or under restriction for non-violent activities such as organizing workers into
unions or striving to improve their pay and conditions—or for simply expressing their beliefs as work-
ers and citizens.

People engaged in such activities have been extrajudicially executed or have "disappeared"; others
have been ill-treated or tortured. The article below focuses on the case of a group of 25 Guatemalan
trade union leaders who "disappeared" after a raid on their premises in 1980. Since then the families
have received no news of their loved ones, whose "disappearance" has caused deep emotional dis-
tress and economic hardship. The latest development in this case reported to  Al  is of the "disappear-
ance" of a former legal adviser to the group.

However, governments responsible for such human rights violations are not confined to one coun-
try, geographical region or political or religious ideology, and the article includes a worldwide sample
of cases.

International Labour Day

Trade unionists under fire
There are grave fears for the safety
of a labour lawyer and adviser to the
Guatemalan workers' congress, the
Central Nacional de Trabajadores
(CNT), who has "disappeared"
after being arrested near the border
with Mexico on 25 March.

According to reports received by
Al,  Yolanda Urizar Martinez de
Aguilar was advising plantation
workers in the area when she was
arrested by the Policia Judicial,
Judicial Police.

She is reported to have been held in a
military barracks, Destacamento Militar
Berlin,  in Coatepeque, Quetzaltenango.
One report says the vehicle she was taken
away in was later seen in the regional
headquarters of the Policia Militar
Ambu/ante,  Mobile Military Police, in
Santa Ana Berlin, Quetzaltenango.

The Guatemalan authorities had not
acknowledged her detention at the time
of going to press.

Yolanda Urizar, who had left the
country in 1980, was previously arrested
on 20 April 1979 by police at La Aurora
Airport, Guatemala City, where she was
distributing Year of the Child leaflets.
She was arrested with another labour
lawyer and a CNT leader, Florencia
Xocop Chavez. After international
appeals they were released two days later.

In October that year Yolanda Urizar's
16-year-old daughter, Yolanda de la Luz
Aguilar Urizar, was arrested while pro-
testing against the death of a trade union
leader. She is reported to have been tor-
tured in the headquarters of the  Policia
Judicial in Guatemala City and raped by
some 20 police agents. The Chief of the
Policia Judicial is said to have taken per-
sonal charge of her interrogation and to
have kicked and beaten her.

Forensic examinations later showed
her entire body to be grossly bruised,
with her genital area being torn and
bloody. A blindfold worn by her
throughout had been tied so tightly that
it had broken her nose.

Irma Candelaria Perez Osorio, a CNT
leader who "disappeared" in Guatemala
in June 1980, aged 19.

After she had been located later in a
centre for juvenile offenders, a judge
refused to release her into the custody of
her family, although she had committed
no crime.

He said that if she were to return
home she would probably be abducted
and killed and that her only chance of
survival was to remain in the juvenile
centre or leave the country with her
mother.

As a result of her experiences Yolanda
de la Luz went temporarily blind.

Florencia Xocop, who had been
arrested with Yolanda Urizar at the air-
port in April 1979, was one of 25 CNT
leaders seized a year later during a raid
on the organization's headquarters in
Guatemala City by armed members of
the security forces. None of the 25 has
been seen since.

The raid, on 21 June 1980 during a
CNT meeting, was carried out by about
60 men in plain clothes after the street
had been blocked off by uniformed
National Police officers.

The trade unionists were taken away
in unmarked Toyota Jeep-style vehicles
and their own cars were driven away.

A foreign journalist who visited the
CNT building two days later said he saw
bloodstains on the floor and machine-
gun cartridge cases on the stairs. The
offices had been ransacked and the tele-
phone wires cut, he said.

The CNT offices are only a block
away from the National Palace and two
blocks from a building for the Second
Division of the National Police.

Cars belonging to the abducted CNT
members were later recovered from a
nearby police garage.

However, the authorities refused to
acknowledge the detentions and no offi-
cial investigation into the abductions is
known to have been carried out.

Plight of the families
The suffering caused by human rights
violations against workers and trade
unionists (and all other such victims)
affect not only the direct "targets"
themselves but also their families, friends
and associates.

The families are especially vulnerable,
all the more so in the case of dependents
whose breadwinners have "disappeared".

In a letter earlier this year to an Al
group in France about one of the "dis-
appeared" CNT leaders (Irma Candelaria
Perez Osorio) a representative of the
Comité de Familiares de Personas Desa-
parecidas de Guatemala, Committee of
Relatives of Disappeared People of
Guatemala, stated:

". . • for those of us who have a 'dis-
appeared' relative, the anxiety is enor-
mous; the despair caused by not know-
ing what has happened is extremely trau-
matic . . • the 'disappearance' of our
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relative has meant greater poverty
because, almost always, the person who
'disappears' is the person who supports
the family economically."

This is borne out in the following
extracts from letters to Al from relatives
of the "disappeared" CNT leaders. (The
names are being withheld for fear of
reprisals against the relatives.)

"I, the mother of [one of] the 'dis-
appeared', am sick with sadness at not
seeing my son . . . he was the only bread-
winner at home and left two very small
children and a younger brother.

"Through you I would like to ask for
help to maintain our home because I
have to feed my two grandchildren and
my son every day.

"I ask God . . . to make my son
reappear . . . I hope God is with him
because his children are crying out for
him.

"[from] this mother who is desperate
for her 'disappeared' son. . . ."

From another mother, writing about
her "disappeared" daughter:

"When she was kidnapped my sons
and daughters [now aged between seven
and 151 were left helpless because she
supported them and me. . . .

"My family and I have tried to get this
[the 'disappearance] cleared up but so
far we have achieved nothing—and
therefore I beg you . . . to make sure
that our case is known about abroad and
to help us . . .

"I ask for help, both economically
and spiritually, because every day that
passes my case becomes more forgotten
and . . . every day I find it more difficult
to make ends meet . . . my husband is
out of work . . . [and] I cannot work at
present because I have just had an oper-
ation; my treatment is continuing—
although I cannot afford to buy the
medicines which have been prescribed
for me."

From a wife ". . . we were left com-
pletely helpless without any help of any
kind. We have survived purely by a
miracle since many of us have no educa-
tion and therefore cannot find work.

"I have tried to find work but they
won't give me any. We have nowhere to
live and school expenses are harder to
find each day."

'Don't abandon your work'
Calling for appeals on behalf of the

"disappeared" CNT leaders and other
"disappeared" Guatemalans, the Com-
mittee of Relatives of Disappeared
People of Guatemala wrote to Al:

"The work of Amnesty International
is of the utmost value because of the
constant and systematic violations of
human rights, particularly the right to
life, and so we beg you please not to
abandon your work and to continue
sending letters to different organiz-
ations, people and governments asking
for [their] release . . . your work is
important."

Worldwide concern
The case of the 25 Guatemalan leaders
who "disappeared" on 21 June 1980 is
only one among many cases of official
action against trade unionists which
have been documented by Al. These
cases involve countries all over the world
whose governments support widely dif-
fering ideologies. They include:

Segundo Centurion and Tercero
Rodriguez, leaders of a peasant labour
federation in Tarapoto region in north-
eastern Peru. They were detained in
June 1982 after a provincial general
strike in which the peasants and farmers
in the province picketed and blockaded
roads, demanding higher prices for
maize.

Although Segundo Centurion, Presi-
dent of the Federaci6n Agraria Selva
Maestra, was in Lima for negotiations at
the time of the dispute, he was, never-
theless, arrested and charged with "ter-
rorism". Both are now in Lurigancho
prison in Lima.

Tadeusz Kolodziejski (Poland), leader
in the Gorzow Wielkopolski region of
the now banned unofficial trade union

organization Soli-
darity, who was
arrested after po-
lice broke up a
strike at the Ursus
tractor factory in
December 1981.
He was reported to
have been severely
beaten on arrest
and was later sen-

tenced under summary proceedings to
five years' imprisonment. He is reported
to suffer from frequent headaches and
partial loss of sight and not to have
received proper medical treatment.

Murat Alcinkaya (Turkey) and 12
other members of the Metal Workers'
Union, who were convicted of "com-
munist propaganda" for singing the
"Internationale" at the union's 23rd
General Congress in December 1979. All
were sentenced to five and a half years'
imprisonment by the Martial Law Court
in Istanbul.

Fernando Costa Andrade, known as
"Ndunduma" ("The Thunderer"),
Secretary General of the Unitio dos
Jornalistas Angolanos (UJA), the Union
of Angolan Journalists. He was arrested
in December 1982 and accused of insult-
ing the head of state and encouraging
the formation of an unofficial faction
within the governing party. He is appar-
ently accused of having arranged a pri-
vate performance of a play which satir-
ized President dos Santos and other
senior officials.

Maxwell Madlingozi, Dumile Makanda
and Zamile Mjuza, leading officials of
the Motor Assemblers' and Component
Workers' Union of South Africa
(MACWUSA), who were restricted
under two-year banning orders on 29
March 1982, six weeks after their release
from more than nine months' detention

without trial. AI believes that their restric-
tion, without charge or trial, resulted
from their non-violent trade union
activities .

Maxwell Madlingozi, Dumile Makanda
and Zamile Mjuza

Muhammad Musa al- Manasra, 32,
(Israel and the Occupied Territories) a
member of the General Federation of
Trade Unions in the West Bank and a
journalist, who was placed under house
and town arrest on 7 January 1982 with-
out charge or trial and was forbidden to
leave his village, Wadi Foukin, for six
months.

He became unemployed as a result of
these orders because he was no longer
able to travel to Bethlehem for his jour-
nalistic work. His restriction order was
renewed in July 1982 and then in Jan-
uary 1983, when he was granted permis-
sion to move to Bethlehem. Al believes
his restriction resulted from his non-
violent political activities.

Omar Kashash, 61, former Secretary
General of the Syrian Printers Union
and a member of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Syrian Trade Union Feder-
ation, who was arrested in October
1980, along with a number of members
of the Syrian Communist Party Political
Bureau. He is being held without charge
or trial at al-Qala'a Prison in Damascus.
AI believes his detention has resulted
from his non-violent political
associations.

Rozi Khan, a leader of the street-
vendors' union in Lahore, Pakistan,
who has been imprisoned several times
for his trade union and political activ-
ities. In February 1981 he was arrested
with other political leaders while attend-
ing a meeting of the Lahore branch of
the multi-party political alliance, Move-
ment for the Restoration of Democracy.
All except Rozi Khan were subsequently
released. He is now held under martial
law in solitary confinement in Sahiwal
prison. His family have no other wage
earner.

Mai Kim Dinh, trade union leader and
Director of the Institute of Political
Studies of the Vietnamese Confeder-
ation of Labour, has been detained with-
out trial in "re-education" camps since
June 1975, when the government of
Nguyen Van Thieu was replaced in
South Vietnam by the Provisional Rev-
olutionary Government CI

4.,
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Mozambique
Hundreds witness public
executions—by invitation
Laws extending the use of the death pen-
alty and introducing the use of public
flogging came into effect in Mozambique
during March 1983.

The first sentences under the new laws
were imposed on 3 April—and six people
are reported to have been publicly
executed by firing squad in Maputo on 9
April.

The executions are reported to have
been attended by several hundred sup-
porters of the ruling party who had been
specially invited to witness them.

On 15 March a 1979 Law on Crimes
against the Security of the People and
the People's State, under which the
death penalty had first been introduced
in Mozambique for various political
offences, was amended so that the death
penalty could be imposed for offences
including smuggling, black marketeering
and armed robbery.

On 31 March Law No. 2/83 introduced
public flogging as a mandatory punish-
ment in addition to imprisonment for a
wide range of offences, including theft,
murder, rape, black marketeering,
"rumour mongering" and membership
of a criminal association.

The first sentences imposed under the
terms of the two laws were announced
after the trial and conviction of 17
people by the Revolutionary Military
Tribunal in Maputo. Six people were
sentenced to death and 11 others to
terms of imprisonment plus flogging
with a bull-hide whip.

Two civilians were sentenced to death
after being convicted on charges of
smuggling and black marketeering. Both
were arrested in 1982—before the law
extending the use of the death penalty
was introduced.

The death sentences imposed on them
were, therefore, in contravention of the
terms of Article 11.2 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, accord-
ing to which no penalty should be
imposed which is heavier than the one
applicable at the time that the offence

Bodies of 'disappeared'
The bodies of 14 Bolivian political and
trade union leaders listed as "dis-
appeared" for over a decade were dis-
covered in a common grave in the Gen-
eral Cemetery, La Paz, on 18 February
1983.

They "disappeared" after the 1971
coup by General Hugo Banzer, who lost
power in a bloodless coup in 1978.

Members of the Bolivian human rights
organization  Asamblea Permanente,
Permanent Assembly, and leaders of the
country's trade union federation  Central 


was committed.
One of the two, Gulam  Nabi,  was

convicted on charges of illegally export-
ing prawns and importing cars and video
equipment. The other, Jose Jacob
Manderero,  was convicted of selling
maize and sugar on the black market.

The four other men who were sen-
tenced to death at the same trial were
convicted on charges of murder and
armed rebellion.

On learning of the death sentences  AI
appealed to President Samora Machel
for them to be commuted but the execu-
tions were carried out on 9 April.
(Prisoners convicted by the Revolution-
ary Military Court have no right of
appeal.)

This brings the total number of people
executed after trial and sentence in
Mozambique this year to 11. A further
seven people were summarily executed in
January without receiving trials (see
March  Newsletter).

The 11 people sentenced to terms of
imprisonment and flogging were con-
victed on charges that included "rumour
mongering" (in eight cases), smuggling
and armed rebellion. Their trial began
on 25 March. Public flogging was
adopted as a punishment only on 31
March, but was nevertheless imposed on
the 11 people already on trial.

Although the new law stipulates that
sentences of flogging are to be carried
out in public immediately after the sen-
tences are read out, those imposed on 3
April were not carried out at once. Two
of those sentenced were reported on 11
April to have been publicly flogged in
Quelimane, the capital of Zambezia
province.

A I  considers that floggings are a cruel,
inhuman and degrading punishment,
whose use is contrary to Article 5 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
and has appealed to the Mozambican
authorities to prevent any more floggings
from being carried out LII

Bolivians found
Obrera Boliviana  were present at the
exhumation of the bodies, which were
said to have been buried in secret.

Over 150 people "disappeared"
during the rule of military governments
between 1970 and 1980, according to the
Asamblea Permanente.

The present civilian government under
Dr Hernán Siles Zuazo has stated that
the discovery of the 14 bodies is to be
officially investigated, in cooperation
with the  ComisiOn Nacional de Desa-
parecidos,  National Commission of
Disappeared People

Israel
Al  responds to
complaint by
Attorney General
Al  has responded to a claim by Israel's
Attorney General, Professor Itzhak
Zamir, that a Palestinian journalist who
featured in the October 1982  Newsletter
as  a prisoner of the month had not in
fact been a prisoner of conscience.

Bashir  al- Barghuti  was restricted to
his home town of al-Bireh in the West
Bank from 7 August 1980 to 20 Decem-
ber 1982.

In reply to numerous letters by  Al
members taking part in the Campaign
for Prisoners of the Month, the Attor-
ney General wrote on 3 January 1983
that he did not consider Bashir al-
Barghuti to be a prisoner of conscience,
claiming that he had advocated violence
by virtue of his membership of the
National Guidance Committee (NGC).

The NGC was set up in 1978 by
Palestinians in the West Bank to provide
a framework within which they could
coordinate their opposition and resist-
ance to Israeli occupation. It was
declared illegal on 11 March 1982.

According to Professor Zamir, the
NGC "had resorted to initiating actions
including unlicensed, violent demonstra-
tions and a campaign to single out as
traitors those Arabs who deviated from
the PLO position. . . . Violent actions,
including the murder and attempted
murder of moderate Arab leaders,
resulted."

Not charged
AI  replied to his letter on 31 March

1983, saying that the Attorney General
had not mentioned any specific use or
advocacy of violence on Bashir al-
Barghuti's part, but had pointed instead
to his having been an active member of
the NGC.  AI  said that the NGC had
engaged in various forms of open non-
violent political activity and added, "It
was only 18 months after Bashir al-
Barghuti was served with a restriction
order that the NGC was made illegal and
this in no way showed retroactively that
he had been involved through his mem-
bership in the use or advocacy of
violence."

AI  said that it was not aware of any
evidence that he had used or advocated
violence and that it was "significant that
although Israeli law has ample provision
for bringing specific charges against
individuals for using or advocating viol-
ence in various forms, no charges were
ever brought against him".

Moreover,  AI  emphasized, it was
"not acceptable by international stan-



dards to subject an individual to pro-



longed physical restriction without spe-



cific charges and the right to defence
against those charges", and that "gen-



Continued on next page
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El Salvador: Call for international inquiry
Continued from page 1

of Bermuda, Suchitoto, by a group of
terrorists. . . .

"In connection with this incident,
according to information received, a
military patrol carrying out a 'search
and destroy' operation in the zone
referred to . . . upon encountering the
extremists, caused 20 casualties. . . .
The two foreigners could not be ident-
ified because they were not carrying any
documents."

In a later version COPREFA expIained
that the two "foreigners" had not been
killed by troops of the Atlacatl Brigade
(one of the country's United States-
trained special units) but that "the two,
presumed to be journalists, were caught
between the soldiers and the subversives
at the time of the clash".

On 16 March, after one of the "jour-
nalists" had been identified as Marianela
Garcia, COPREFA stated that she was
"one of the terrorists who died in the
Bermuda area" and that at the time of
her death she had been "acting in the
Suchitoto area as guerrilla Comandante
Lucia, sowing terror amongst the peas-
ant population."

"Lucia" was the pseudonym applied
to Marianela Garcia during broadcasts
in 1980 by Major Roberto D'Aubuisson,
later to become Speaker of the Salvador-
ian Constituent Assembly. He applied
"guerrilla names" to a number of
people, many of whom are believed to
have had no political affiliations.

Several of those accused by the major
of being guerrillas or their supporters
later became the victims of "death
squad" killings, believed to have been
perpetrated by people closely linked to
the security forces and acting in con-
junction with off-duty security
personnel.

Although COPREFA had said on 15
March that no documents were found on
the bodies of the two "journalists", it
stated on the following day that:

"It has been learned that the subver-
sive criminal was carrying communica-
tions from abroad for the terrorist
camps inside the country."

The statement added that "the terror-
ist Garcia Villas entered El Salvador
clandestinely and, according to the cor-
respondence she was carrying, intended
to leave the country by the same route

Marianela Garcia Villas
as that used by international criminals."

On 18 March COPREFA issued a
press statement to the effect that "The
Commander of the terrorist column in
which the internationalist Marianela
Garcia was travelling was Comandante
Nelson, on whom was found a great
quantity of documents concerning ter-
rorist actions and a report on the pro-
visioning of future activities of
terrorism."

On 20 March COPREFA provided the
following version of events:

That Marianela Garcia "died when
an Armed Forces military patrol was
protecting some workers from CEL
[Compafila de Electricidad Nacional,
National Electric Company], who were
ambushed by the guerrillas." (This
appears to conflict with previous infor-
mation from COPREFA, that the action
in question occurred during a "search
and destroy" operation.)

"That in the place where the incident
occurred, 21 bodies were found." (Not
20, as before.)

That the finding of photographic
equipment led the military patrol to
believe that the dead were foreign
journalists.

According to the Fifth Justice of the
Peace of San Salvador: "The body of
Marianela Garcia Villas was identified
in the morgue of the Isidro Menéndez
Judicial Centre, displaying multiple gun-
shot wounds in the chest with partial dis-
memberment of the right arm caused by
the same wounds. There were also mul-
tiple bullet wounds in the thighs . . .".

The judge stated that in his opinion,
"the multiple gunshot wounds had been
the evident and direct cause of her
death".

On 16 March a team of doctors from
the Roman Catholic human rights group

Socorro Jurldico examined the body and
issued the following statement:

"The body exhibited a large bullet
hole in the side of the thorax, that is to
say the lower part of the right armpit;
the projectile was apparently explosive,
as it had affected the tissues and internal
organs of the breast area, and right jaw.
The bullet hole . . . on the right side was
covered with cotton in order to maintain
the shape of the body.

"The outer and inner sides of the arm
and the side surfaces of the armpit were
damaged as a consequence of the bullet's
impact.

"Large-calibre bullet wounds were
displayed on the . . . two thighs, the
projectiles [having been] apparently of
an explosive type, which extensively
damaged the tissues and internal parts
above the knee. The bones of this region
were broken, and a large bullet hole was
covered with cotton.

"The exterior and interior surfaces of
the right thigh displayed a haemotoma
that covered the entire area.

"The back of the left hand displayed a
third degree burn, and the left cheek had
a light escoriation and burn . . . it is dif-
ficult to establish whether they were
caused before or after her death, or what
their causes were.

"Less significant were marks caused
by the fragments of explosive projectiles
all over the breast and on the forehead;
it was not possible to establish whether
they were 'powder burns' (tatuaje de
pOlvora)."

On 18 March Al sent a telex message
to the Salvadorian President, Alvaro
Magafia, with copies to the newly-
formed governmental Human Rights
Commission of El Salvador and to the
President of the Constituent Assembly,
expressing deep concern at Marianela
Garcia's death, particularly in view of
the inconsistencies in the official state-
ments which had been made by govern-
ment officials and the military press
committee (COPREFA).

Al requested that a public and inde-
pendent inquiry be carried out into the
circumstances surrounding her death by
the Salvadorian authorities and that
foreign and Salvadorian journalists and
international human rights organizations
be permitted to carry out their own
investigations0

Israel
Continued from previous page

erally formulated accusations are not
sufficient to allay Al's several concerns
in the case".

Al acknowledged that it had been mis-
taken in saying that Bashir al-Barghuti
was under house arrest between sunset
and sunrise; in fact, he was confined to
his town of residenceEl

DEATH PENALTY

Al  has learned of 69 people being sen-
tenced to death in 16 countries and of 38
executions in seven countries during
March 1983.

Prisoner Releases and Cases

The International Secretariat learned in
March of the release of 233 prisoners
under adoption or investigation; it took
up 107 cases.

Polish release
Al has learned that Zygmunt
Berdychowski, prisoner of the month in
March 1983, was released from prison
after having been granted a pardon by
the Polish State Council. However, he
still faces a separate trial on charges of
verbally abusing prison guards which is
due to take place at the end of July
1983 El
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Long-term detentions in Viet Nam
Several thousands of people, including
many prisoners of conscience, have been
detained since the end of the war in Viet
Nam and are being held without trial in
that country.

These mass long-term detentions viol-
ate the internationally accepted right to
fair trial and  Al  has called on the Viet-
namese Government to release or bring
to trial all those concerned.

Announcing its call in a news release
on 20 April,  Al  said it had no overall
estimate of the number of political
prisoners in Viet Nam—but it noted that
the Foreign Minister, Nguyen Co Thach,
was reported last year to have said that
some 16,000 people were in "re-
education" camps. This figure did not
include people sentenced to prison or
facing charges.

The vast majority of political prison-
ers known to  AI  in Viet Nam have not
been tried.

Among those held the longest are
thousands sent to "re-education" camps
after the war ended in 1975 because of
their positions under the previous gov-
ernment. They include army and police
officers, civil servants, former officials
and political figures at all levels.

Remote camps

Some have been released, but others
are still held without trial, sometimes in
remote camps without adequate medical
care, and in some cases suffering from
malnutrition and denied visits from their
families.

Since the war, others sent for "re-
education" include writers, artists, jour-
nalists, professional people and com-
munity leaders held for the expression of
their views. Among them were:

The popular artist and cartoonist
Choe  (Nguyen Hai Chi), now held with-
out trial for seven years and reported to
be in poor health in Gia Trung camp,
Gia Lai, in Kontum province.

The writer Nguyen Van  Khanh  (who
wrote under the name of Nguyen Thach
Kien), a journalist, poet and novelist,
who was Acting Secretary-General of
the Association of Catholic Writers
before his arrest some time after May
1975. His present whereabouts are
unknown. Aged 58, he is married and
has eight children.

Another writer, Nguyen Thanh  Chieu
(pen-name, Thanh Thuong Hoang), a
former journalist and novelist who was
arrested in April 1976 and is now held in
Gia Trung camp. Aged 53, he is married
with six children.

Dr Nguyen  Dan Que,  aged 41,
detained after voicing criticisms of the
new government's medical policies. He
was arrested on 18 February 1978 on sus-
picion of "rebelling against the regime"
and he has now been imprisoned without
charge for more than five years (in

ri"•P

Buddhist monks Thich Huyen Quang
(left) and Thich Quang Do . . . forcibly
removed to remote villages.

phong 9, khu BC, trai giam, Chi Hoa,
Ho Chi Minh City).

Dr Dan Que specialized in the field of
medical radio isotopes and thyroid dis-
eases and, sponsored by the World
Health Organization, did research in
Paris, Brussels  (Universite Libre de
Bruxelles)  and London (Royal Post-
graduate Medical School, Hammersmith
Hospital). He returned to Saigon in 1974.

He suffers from a bleeding duodenal
ulcer and  Al  is concerned about his
health. His wife is allowed to deliver
provisions for him once a month—but
since at least January 1981 she has not
been able to visit him.

More recently,  Al  has learned of other
people charged or sent to prison rather
than "re-education" camps for express-
ing their opinions.

The 62-year-old poet Bui  Hoang Cam,
who suffers from heart disease and
chronic asthma, was arrested in 1982 on
charges of having "cultural relations
with foreigners" after apparently giving
unpublished poems to a Vietnamese
visiting from abroad.

Bui Dinh  Ha,  who ran a bookstall in
Ho Chi Minh City, was sentenced to life
imprisonment in 1981 for circulating
books and pictures described by the
authorities as "decadent" and
"corrupt".

Others imprisoned included promi-
nent members of the ethnic Chinese
minority and people who tried to leave
the country without permission.

Religious activity
A number of Buddhist monks and

Roman Catholic clergy have been
arrested and detained apparently for
religious activity which was viewed as
obstructing government control. They
include:

Two Buddhist monks, Thich Huyen
Quang  and Thich Quang  Do,  of the An
Quang pagoda, who had opposed the
Vietnamese Government's attempts to
unite all Buddhist sects under the leader-
ship of the Viet Nam Fatherland Front.
They were reportedly arrested and
detained briefly in October 1981 for

"obstructing the work of the Depart-
ment for the Campaign for the Unifica-
tion of Vietnamese Buddhists".

They were again arrested on 25 Febru-
ary 1982 and returned to their places of
birth in central and northern Viet Nam
as their presence in Ho Chi Minh City
was judged "too dangerous for the
security and well-being of the people".

Three weeks later Thich Quang Do's
90-year-old mother was reportedly
arrested by the authorities.

Al  is concerned that their forcible
removal to remote villages may amount
to internal exile and thus detention with-
out trial. It believes that they have been
acted against because of their non-
violent expression of religious and pol-
itical opinion and their non-violent
resistance to what they saw as undue
state interference in the running of their
pagoda.

Father Tran van  Khoa,  of the Roman
Catholic order of The Little Brothers
and Sisters of Jesus, who worked in the
central highland province of Lam Dong,
largely inhabited by the "Montagnard"
ethnic minority.

He founded a social centre for
Montagnard people designed to help
them in such fields as agriculture,
hygiene, nutrition and education.

Respected by both sides

According to  Al's  information his
work was respected and undisturbed by
both sets of combatants during the war.

When the fighting ceased after 30
April 1975, the local Viet Cong guerrillas
were withdrawn from the area and
replaced by official agents of the new
authorities. They were reportedly stran-
gers to the region, suspicious of the
Montagnard population and knew noth-
ing of Father Khoa's work.

In May 1975 he descended into the
valley to buy provisions for his mission
and was arrested and sent to a "re-
education" camp at Bao Loc, not far
from Di-linh, where he reportedly suf-
fers from rheumatism and malnutrition.

In its appeal to the Vietnamese
Government,  Al  listed a series of
recommendations, among them that the
government should abolish detention
without trial for "re-education" and
investigate the cases of untried prisoners
in order either to charge and try them or
to release them promptly. It also called
attention to the internationally recog-
nized rights to freedom of thought, con-
science and religion  E
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