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JUNE NEWS  

CHINA (Tibet) 

Jigme Sangpo: 65 years old and a former primary school teacher, he has been 

a prisoner of conscience for more than 23 years, solely because he supports 

independence for Tibet. 

Jigme Sangpo was first arrested in 1964 and detained for three years for 

reportedly opposing official criticism of the late Panchen Lama, a senior 

Tibetan religious and political dignitary. He was re-arrested in 1970 and 

accused of having encouraged his niece to leave Tibet for India. He was sentenced 

to 10 years' imprisonment and sent to a labour camp in Nyethang village near 

Lhasa, capital of the Tibet Autonomous Region. At the end of his prison term 

in 1980 he was transferred to an ex-prisoners' work unit in Nyethang. 

Jigme Sangpo was arrested again in September 1983, for composing a poem entitled 

"Tibetan People's Struggle", which he copied on to posters and pasted up around 

Lhasa. In 1984 he was sentenced to 15 years' "reform through labour", apparently 

on charges of "counter-revolutionary" crimes. He reportedly received a 

particularly harsh sentence because he had shouted slogans supporting Tibetan 

independence while awaiting trial in prison. His sentence was increased by 

five years in September 1987 after he again shouted slogans. 

On 6 December 1991, after the Swiss ambassador to China visited Lhasa's Drapchi 

Prison, Jigme Sangpo again shouted slogans in support of Tibetan independence. 

He was reportedly beaten and placed in solitary confinement for at least six 

weeks in freezing conditions and without permission to wear warm clothes. Once 

again Jigme Sangpo's sentence was increased, this time by eight years. 

Please send appeals for Jigme Sangpo's immediate and unconditional release, 

to: Gyaltsen Norbu/Chairman of the People's Government of the Tibet Autonomous 

Region/1 Kang'andonglu/Lasashi 850000/Tibet/People's Republic of China. 
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IRAQ 

Al-Sayyid 'Ala'uddin 'Ali Bahr al-'Ulum: a Shi'a Muslim, he was arrested by 

Iraqi security forces in al-Najaf in southern Iraq in late March 1991. He has 

"disappeared" since his arrest. 

Al-Sayyid 'Ali Bahr al'Ulum was one of 22 members of the prominent Bahr al-'Ulum 

family who have "disappeared" since they were detained in March 1991. Aged 

58 at the time of his arrest, he was a religious scholar who had studied at 

the al-Tusi mosque in al-Najaf and also led prayers at the Imam 'Ali Shrine. 

He was married with three sons who were also arrested at the same time. 

The 22 members of the Bahr al-'Ulum family were among an estimated 107 Shi'a 

clerics and religious students detained at the same time. Their cases are 

highlighted in an AI report, Iraq: "Disappearance" of Shi'a clerics and 

students*, published in April 1993. 

The arrests took place during the brutal suppression by Iraqi forces of the 

uprising which swept the country after the defeat of the Iraqi army in the 

Gulf War. One of the detainees, a Pakistani national, was released in early 

1992. There has been no news of the fate or whereabouts of the remaining 106. 

The Iraqi authorities continued failure to account for them gives cause for 

concern that they may be subject to torture or extrajudicial executions. 

Due to UN sanctions against Iraq, please send courteous letters appealing for 

clarification of the fate, whereabouts and legal status of Ayatollah Al-Sayyid 

'Ala'uddin 'Ali Bahr al-'Ulum and those detained with him, to Iraq's diplomatic 

representative or representative of Iraqi interests in your country. 

*(AI Index: MDE 14/02/93) 
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TURKEY 

Metin Can and Dr Hasan Kaya: Metin Can, a lawyer and human rights activist, 

and his friend Dr Hasan Kaya were found dead a week after they disappeared 

on 21 February 1993. Their bodies bore marks of torture and they had been killed 

with one shot to the head. 

Metin Can, chairman of the Human Rights Association branch in Elazig, and Dr 

Hasan Kaya left their houses in Elazig on 21 February after receiving a telephone 

call. They told relatives that they would not be gone for long. Later that 

day Dr Kaya's car was found abandoned. Their families then received alarming 

telephone calls which stopped after a tap was put on Metin Can's telephone 

by the police. The first caller said: "We killed Metin and Hasan. Our 

condolences". 

There are eight security checkpoints on the road between Elazig and the town 

of Tunceli where their bodies were discovered. At that time of year the snow 

makes it virtually impossible to travel between the two towns by any other 

route. At the time the region was under a state of emergency, because of fighting 

between guerrillas of the Kurdish Workers' Party, PKK, and the security forces. 

One of Metin Can's brothers reportedly joined the guerrillas of the PKK some 

years ago. The reported circumstances of their deaths suggest that they were 

abducted and extrajudicially executed. 

Please appeal for a full and impartial investigation into the abduction, torture 

and murder of Metin Can and Dr Hasan Kaya. Send your appeals to: Prime Minister 

Süleyman Demirel/Ba_bakanl_k/Ankara/Turkey. 
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Crackdown in Cameroon 

Over 100 people were arrested on 31 March when security forces raided a meeting 

of the opposition Union of Democratic Forces of Cameroon (UFDC)i in Yaoundé. 

They included UFDC president, Dr Victorin François Hameni Bieleu, and secretary 

general, Dr André Kekuine. Some of those held were reportedly beaten at the 

time of arrest or while in detention at a military barracks outside Yaoundé. 

The detainees were denied visits from lawyers and families. They were released 

without charge on 8 April. 

The government claimed that the UFDC was planning a violent demonstration, 

but those arrested appear to have been detained because of their peaceful 

opposition to the government. AI called for their release. 

The UFDC, together with other opposition parties including the Social Democratic 

Front (SDF), had called for a series of peaceful demonstrations during March 

to protest against the government of President Paul Biya. In October 1992 

President Biya narrowly defeated John Fru Ndi of the SDF in elections which 

were marked by widespread fraud. Hundreds of people were arrested during 

protests which followed the elections. 

In the weeks up to 31 March dozens of people were briefly detained following 

demonstrations in Yaoundé, Douala and Bafoussam. On 25 March security forces 

opened fire on a peaceful demonstration in Bamenda, killing three and injuring 

more than 20 others. Sixty people were arrested and apparently later released 

without charge. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 

Arbitrary detention follows prison warders' strike 

NINE officials and members of the Police and Prison Officers Union (POPCRU) 

became victims of arbitrary detention in March when the South African Attorney 

General in Natal used new special powers under a 1992 law to deny the arrested 

men a bail hearing for 120 days. POPCRU was created in 1989 by disillusioned 

police and prison officers to campaign against discriminatory employment 

practices as well as against human rights abuses.  

The police arrested Zwi Mdletshe, POPCRU Assistant General Secretary, and three 

other POPCRU regional officials on 10 March, several days before they were 

due to meet the Minister of Correctional Services to resolve a dispute between 

POPCRU members and prison officials in Pietermaritzburg Prison. 

In February 100 warders at the prison had been summarily dismissed and 200 

others went on strike in support of them. The police and white prison warders 

raided the homes of POPCRU members at night. The white warders, apparently 

in the presence of the police, assaulted the POPCRU members, who were then 

taken into custody but released several days later. 

Zwi Mdletshe, the three regional officials and 15 other POPCRU officials and 

members arrested later, however, were charged in the Pietermaritzburg 

magistrate's court with "intimidation". Under the 1991 Internal Security and 

Intimidation Amendment Act, "intimidation" is a very widely defined crime 

including any act, not necessarily involving violence or the threat of violence, 

relating to a strike considered illegal by the authorities.  The Attorney 

General issued certificates prohibiting Zwi Mdletshe and eight of the others 

from applying for bail for the next 120 days without giving them an opportunity 

to be heard. Although they were charged with an offence, the Attorney General's 

action effectively deprived them of an opportunity to contest the reasons for 

their detention. Nine of the 10 other POPCRU detainees were granted bail after 

a normal bail hearing in the magistrate's court. 
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TOGO 

Extrajudicial executions and arrests 

AT least 20 people were extrajudicially executed by Togolese soldiersii on 25 

March 1993. They were killed in the wake of an attack on President Gnassingbé 

Eyadéma's residence at a barracks in Lomé, the capital city.  The assailants, 

whose identity remains unknown, apparently escaped after the attack. 

Most of those executed were military personnel. They also included at least 

three relatives of Colonel Eugène Koffi Tepe, who was beaten and stabbed to 

death by soldiers loyal to the President because he was suspected of involvement 

in the attack. 

The authorities have acknowledged that loyalist soldiers carried out these 

killings. However, they have not made any attempt to bring those responsible 

for the killings to justice. As in past cases -- such as the extrajudicial 

killing of at least 19 peaceful demonstrators in Lomé this January -- the 

security forces continue to be allowed to act with impunity. 

Dozens of military personnel were arrested following the events of 25 March 

1993, although the exact number remains a secret. They seem to have been detained 

because of their ethnic origin, or because of their suspected involvement in 

the attack, or on suspicion that they are members of the Association of 

Democratic Soldiersiii, a clandestine organization advocating reform. They are 

believed to be detained by the army at a barracks in Lomé. Some have reportedly 

"disappeared", and it is feared that they may also have been extrajudicially 

executed. 

At least 20 civilians were also arrested in an apparently arbitrary round-up 

of suspected government opponents. They are being held at the Gendarmerie 

headquarters in Lomé, where they have reportedly been tortured. 

AI continues to urge the Togolese authorities to halt extrajudicial executions 

and put an end to the impunity extended to the perpetrators of human rights 

violations. 
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BRAZIL 

Local politician abducted and killed 

Renildo José dos Santos, a local councillor, who was a homosexual, from Coqueiro 

Seco, Alagoas state, northeast Brazil was abducted and killed on 14 March 1993.  

According to reports received by AI, Renildo José dos Santos was abducted from 

his home in Coqueiro Seco by three heavily armed men who were later identified 

as members of the military police. His headless body was found three days later 

on waste ground bearing marks of torture. 

Renildo José dos Santos had repeatedly denounced death threats which he had 

been receiving since 1989, allegedly from the local mayor and the mayor's father, 

also a local political leader. However, no action was taken to protect him. 

He attributed the threats to political differences with the said politicians 

and to his homosexuality, which he had publicly acknowledged. 

The mayor, his father and three military police officers were detained and 

charged with the abduction and killing of Renildo José dos Santos. After being 

held in preventive detention for five days the accused were set free pending 

a judicial decision. 

AI has written to the Alagoas state authorities demanding a thorough and 

impartial investigation into the abduction, torture and killing of Renildo 

José dos Santos and urging that the perpetrators be brought to justice. 
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GUATEMALA 

Military accused of human rights abuses 

DETAILED allegations have been made public concerning human rights abuses by 

the Guatemalan military. The victims were hors de combat combatants (those 

who are wounded or have laid down their arms) and non-combatant prisoners held 

in secret detention. The accusations were made before the UN Commission on 

Human Rights in March 1993 by two former combatants of the armed opposition 

group, the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unityiv. 

Santiago Cabrera López and Jaime Adalberto Agustín Recinos said threats and 

abuses were intended to force unacknowledged detainees to help the army identify 

and detain other suspected oppositionists. They stated they had both been 

tortured and threatened with death while secretly detained. They provided 

information about some 31 prisoners whom they said were in  detention, seven 

others said to have "disappeared" after detention, and one person allegedly 

extrajudicially executed because he refused to cooperate with the army. In 

some cases they provided the names and units allegedly responsible for specific 

abuses. 

AI is not in a position to confirm the specific allegations, but finds them 

consistent with information it has received in the past. The organization has 

called on the Guatemalan authorities to acknowledge all prisoners, investigate 

the former combatants' charges and bring any officials found responsible for 

abuses to justice. 

AI has also pressed the authorities to protect 24 people, including journalists, 

trade unionists, student leaders and human rights activists named on a death 

threat list circulated in March in Guatemala City. In the past, people named 

on such lists have subsequently been assaulted and a number killed. 

On other occasions, death threats and abuses have been directed against human 

rights defenders and others shortly after government officials made public 

accusations linking them to the armed opposition. 
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JAPAN RESUMES HANGING 

Three men convicted of murder were hanged on 25 and 26 March 1993 in Japan. 

These were the first executions for over three years. Over 90 others are on 

death row. Some have been awaiting execution for several years. AI fears that 

further executions may have been ordered. 

The recently-appointed Minister of Justice, Gotoda Masaharu, said that Japan 

was "not ready" to abolish the death penalty. His predecessors had enforced 

a de facto moratorium on executions since November 1989 by refraining from 

signing execution orders. Soon after he took office, Mr Gotoda signed the 

execution orders for Kondo Seikichi, executed in Sendai on 25 March, and for 

Tachikawa Shujiro and Kawanaka Tetsuo, executed at Osaka Detention Centre on 

26 March. 

The Japanese authorities neither confirm nor deny reports of executions. 

Relatives of executed prisoners are not informed beforehand. 
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GREECE 

Government critics face prison 

FEARS in Greece about the possible regional implications of the break-up of 

former Yugoslavia have led to a worrying clamp-down on the right to freedom 

of expression. At least 20 people have been sentenced to prison terms since 

the beginning of 1992 for opposing government policies on minorities and foreign 

affairs. 

Christos Sideropoulos and Tasos Boulis, members of the Slav-speaking minority 

in Macedonia, were sentenced in April 1993 to five months' imprisonment and 

fined. They were convicted on charges of spreading false information about 

the existence of an unrecognized Macedonian minority in Greece and instigating 

conflict among Greek citizens. They had written an article calling for 

recognition of the Slav ethnic minority in Macedonia. They remain free pending 

appeal. 

In May 1992 four members of the Anti-War Anti-Nationalistic movement were 

sentenced to 19 months' imprisonment after they distributed a leaflet calling 

for peace in the Balkans and criticizing government policies on foreign affairs 

and ethnic minorities. Their sentences have been suspended pending appeal. 

In another trial, scheduled for May 1993, five members of the Organization 

for Socialist Revolution face imprisonment for writing and distributing a book 

on the Macedonian question. 

All these people are in danger of becoming prisoners of conscience. AI has 

called for their convictions to be quashed or charges against them dropped. 

The organization is also calling on the Greek Government to guarantee the right 

to freedom of expression. 



 
 

  11 

TURKEY 

Progress towards restoring freedom of expression in Turkey is still very uneven, 

as highlighted in the following sequence of events. 

On 30 March 1993 an advertisement was placed by the Turkish Ministry of Culture 

in the daily newspaper Cumhuriyet (Republic). 

[Here reproduce advert] 

The text of the advertisement reads: "Naz_m Hikmet is waiting for you at 

(Çanakkale) Library!....". Naz_m Hikmet, a celebrated leftist poet, spent many 

years in prison in Turkey on account of his writings and was stripped of his 

Turkish citizenship before dying in exile in the Soviet Union in 1963. 

The following day, a cartoon appeared in Cumhuriyet: 

[Here reproduce cartoon:] 

"Hüseyin, your plainclothes policeman, is waiting for you outside the library! 

... 

What are you up to reading Naz_m Hikmet and suchlike? ... Now let's see ... 

There may be democracy, but not that much democracy ... let's find out if you 

are a terrorist or an anarchist? ... Do you think you can get away with this? 

... I must ask you to accompany me to the police station ... come on now, don't 

make me use force!" 

One week later, Cumhuriyet reported that six high school students had been 

detained in the city of Rize in northeast Turkey on 2 April and held in police 

custody for five days after collecting signatures for a campaign to restore 

Naz_m Hikmet's citizenship posthumously. Two of the students were committed 

to prison on charges of membership of an illegal organization. The four who 

were released complained that they had been interrogated under torture. 



 
 

  12 

EGYPT: GRAVE HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES 

In the past 12 months the human rights situation in Egypt has seriously 

deteriorated. This is documented in AI's latest report* on the country. 

Against a backdrop of escalating political and sectarian violence, there have 

been mass arbitrary arrests, torture, long-term administrative detention, 

unfair political trials before military courts resulting in death sentences 

and many killings by police, including possible extrajudicial executions. 

The government has adopted sweeping measures -- often in violation of 

international human rights standards -- in both law and practice to confront 

militant Islamic groups, some of whom have committed grave human rights abuses, 

including deliberate and arbitrary killings which AI has condemned. 

New legal provisions have increased the number of capital offences for 

"terrorist" acts and increased the amount of time detainees may be held in 

incommunicado detention -- thereby increasing the likelihood of torture. 

Prolonged political detention without charge or trial continues, despite court 

orders for release, and some detainees have reportedly spent as long as two 

or three years in administrative detention, far in excess of legally permitted 

limits. Approximately 30 political cases, all involving civilians, were 

referred to military courts for trial, and 16 death sentences had been passed 

by April 1993. 

During the same period there has been a sharp escalation in the number of police 

killings of alleged Islamic militants. In March 1993 alone there were at least 

29 such killings. AI called the same month for an urgent review of the use 

of lethal force by Egypt's law enforcement agents, adding that unless standing 

orders were brought into conformity with international standards the spiral 

of violence looked set to continue. AI also called for prompt and impartial 

investigations to be carried out into each killing and for the findings to 

be made public. 

While the Egyptian Government has responded to many of AI's inquiries, the 

responses have failed to allay the organization's concern regarding the 

continuing large scale abuse of human rights in the country. 

No substantive steps have been taken to protect the basic rights of detainees, 

and there are fears that the situation could get worse in the light of new 

laws extending police powers of arrest and detention in the absence of adequate 

safeguards. 

*Egypt: Grave human rights abuses amid political violence (AI Index: MDE 

12/03/93) 
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KUWAIT 

Death sentences follow unfair trials 

EIGHT people have been sentenced to death for "collaborating" with Iraqi forces 

during the Gulf War in trials before Kuwait's State Security Court which began 

in April 1992. They are among an estimated 150 defendants who have appeared 

before the court to date. 

All the defendants faced charges of "collaboration"  with Iraqi forces during 

the occupation of Kuwait. Most were Iraqis and Palestinians with Jordanian 

nationality. They also included a small number of Kuwaitis, Syrians, Lebanese 

and members of the 'bidun' community (stateless Arabs). By the end of April 

1993, 32 defendants had been sentenced to prison terms ranging from three years 

to life. Twenty others were acquitted. The trials of other defendants are 

continuing. 

These trials fall short of international standards for fair trial. Although 

the amended State Security Law accords defendants certain rights they had 

previously been denied, including the right of appeal before the Court of 

Cassation, the proceedings remain seriously flawed. In December 1992 the Court 

of Cassation [Appeal] reduced one of the eight death sentences to life 

imprisonment. However, at least one other death sentence has been upheld and 

awaits ratification by the Amir, Kuwait's Head of State. AI has appealed for 

the commutation of all death sentences passed by the State Security Court. 

In May and June 1991, 101 other defendants charged with "collaboration" were 

convicted before Martial Law courts after grossly unfair trials. AI has 

repeatedly urged the authorities to set up a judicial review of these cases. 
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Captions 

Kim Dae-jung, a 68-year-old former prisoner of conscience from South Korea, 

met with Secretary General Pierre Sané on 22 March. Kim Dae-jung was imprisoned 

from 1973 to the mid-1980s. He was sentenced to death in 1980 but was pardoned, 

and ran for the presidential election in December 1992. 

Al-Sayyid `Ala`uddin `Ali Bahr al-`Ulum (left) and his son `Ali (right). 
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JUNE FOCUS 

A challenge to governments 

Look at the world we live in. 

Millions of people suffer the ravages of poverty, disease and war. Arbitrary 

arrest, torture and death at the hands of the state have claimed countless 

victims. 

None of this is inevitable. The continued existence of intolerable levels of 

social injustice and political repression is an indictment of the world's 

governments. There is more food, wealth and medical expertise in the world 

than ever before. The vast majority of men and women want to live in peace 

with their neighbours. And people can be governed without inhuman repression. 

The World Conference on Human Rights, convened by the United Nations (UN) in 

Vienna this month, will be the largest international meeting on human rights 

to take place for more than 25 years. The governments of the world have the 

chance to use it as a forum to address some of the most pressing issues 

confronting humanity today and as an opportunity to initiate effective action. 

However, the lack of agreement among governments on moving strongly ahead on 

human rights protection exposes a real risk that the Conference will achieve 

nothing of substance, and may even prove a backwards step for human rights. 

If the suffering is ever to stop, governments must be prepared to demonstrate 

some commitment to human rights beyond simply showing up in Vienna. 

A vision under threat 

"Recognition of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human 

family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world." 

These are the opening words of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a 

Declaration which embodied the hopes of the newly created UN. 

Over 45 years later, this vision of a just and peaceful world is under threat. 

The "indispensable" social, cultural and economic rights of millions of people 

are being neglected or abused, and the failure to eliminate discrimination 

has blighted the future for much of the world's population. 

Systematic political repression has claimed a breath-taking toll of victims 

-- those gunned down in the streets, tortured to death or locked away for speaking 

their minds. Opposition groups have also resorted to violence and intimidation 

in their quest for political change, and their victims have likewise suffered 

horrific abuses. But armed opposition is never a justification for abusing 

basic human rights. 

Those who stand up for human rights, often using only peaceful means, have 

been assassinated by death squads, abducted by security forces and killed in 

police custody. 

A conspicuous lack of political integrity has distorted the international 

community's response to human rights crises. International treaty commitments 

and obligations have been ignored when convenient, while political and economic 

interests have prevented or paralysed desperately-needed international action. 

Such practices make a mockery of the Universal Declaration. Both its title 

and its message apply to all people without discrimination. No one is more 

equal than any one else, whatever their race, political views or social class. 

The principles set out in the Universal Declaration are not privileges. They 

are rights. 

OUR CAMPAIGN 

Domestic improvements 

AI challenges governments to guarantee that human rights will be promoted and 

protected in their own countries. 

Every government should ratify all international human rights treaties and 

ensure that these rights are guaranteed in each country through its 

Constitution, national laws and executive decisions, as well as in national 
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policies and practice. International monitoring and complaints procedures 

should be fully accepted and all limiting reservations to treaties removed. 

All governments should carry out a national review to examine the extent to 

which international human rights standards are being respected in their country. 

Legislative and institutional frameworks for protecting and promoting human 

rights should be established or improved. These should include public 

information and education programs and proper training of law enforcement, 

judicial and other public officials to ensure they respect human rights. 

International co-operation 

AI calls on all governments to reaffirm the basic concepts underlying the 

national system of human rights protection and to ensure that there is no 

weakening of these fundamental principles. 

Human rights are universal. Governments should commit themselves to 

implementing internationally recognized human rights standards. Domestic or 

regional standards may set a higher level of protection, but must never fall 

below the basic international standards. Regional, historical or cultural 

differences cannot justify selective protection of human rights or serve as 

a screen to mask human rights violations. 

All human rights are indivisible and interdependent. Economic, social and 

cultural rights must have the same protection and priority as civil and political 

rights. Much more needs to be done to establish appropriate international 

mechanisms and procedures to monitor and improve the implementation of economic, 

social and cultural rights, and further steps are needed to reinforce the 

international protection of civil and political rights. 

Human rights are a matter of legitimate international concern and are governed 

by an international legal and procedural framework to which all states should 

adhere. There is a collective international responsibility to address 

situations where human rights are violated or are at risk; international 

attention to human rights does not constitute inappropriate interference in 

the internal affairs of a state. 

FACING UP TO THE FAILURES 

One of the main objectives of the World Conference is to make concrete 

recommendations for the improvement of the UN's procedures and mechanisms for 

human rights protection and promotion. AI's own report prepared for the 

Conference, Facing Up to the Failures: Proposals for Improving the Protection 

of Human Rights by the United Nations, makes clear the enormous gulf between 

the stated human rights commitment of governments and the inadequacies in the 

international systems they have established to make that commitment a reality. 

What emerges is a 10-point agenda for strengthening and improving human rights 

protection within the UN system: 

1.Establish a Special Commissioner for Human Rights as a new high-level 

authority within the UN system to secure overall coordination of human rights 

initiatives and integrate them into all the UN's activities. The Special 

Commissioner could undertake or play a key role in the recommendations which 

follow. 

2.Establish an effective UN early warning system to identify potential human 

rights crises. 

3.Create an efficient UN emergency response system to enable the international 

community to react quickly and constructively to serious violations of human 

rights. 

4.Strengthen the UN technical assistance program to help countries develop 

long-term programs for human rights protection. 

5.Include human rights issues and specialist expertise in UN conflict resolution 

and peace-keeping efforts in order to protect victims and promote long-term 

stability. 



 
 

  17 

6.Effectively address the rights of women, indigenous peoples and children, 

in the UN human rights program. 

7.Strengthen the methods and impact of the UN theme mechanisms, such as those 

dealing with torture, "disappearances", extrajudicial killings and arbitrary 

detention. 

8.Improve the capacity of the UN committees set up to monitor the implementation 

of human rights treaties. 

9.Ensure closer co-operation with other UN programs and activities which impact 

on human rights, such as the program on crime prevention and criminal justice. 

10.Secure a significant increase in funding and other essential resources for 

the UN human rights program, including the Centre for Human Rights. 

[Box] 

A Special Commissioner for Human Rights 

AI is calling for the establishment of a new high-level authority to be 

established within the UN system -- a Special Commissioner for Human Rights. 

The Special Commissioner would give greater weight and profile to human rights 

concerns within all of the UN's activities, and would have the capacity to 

take effective, rapid and independent action in urgent situations. 

The Special Commissioner would have a sole and specific human rights mandate 

covering the full range of rights -- economic, social, cultural, civil and 

political. He or she should be a highly respected individual with appropriate 

seniority and political standing and with proven expertise in the human rights 

field, entrusted with the authority and the necessary independence to carry 

out his or her functions impartially and objectively. The task of the Special 

Commissioner would be to maintain an overview of all the UN's human rights 

activities and their relationship to other program areas; to take initiatives 

and coordinate UN action in response to human rights emergencies; to ensure 

that appropriate attention is given to human rights concerns in any country 

of the world; to develop programs in areas which have been neglected or 

insufficiently developed; to formulate and oversee the human rights components 

of other UN operations, such as in the area of peace-keeping and peace-building, 

and to facilitate the involvement of the UN's human rights mechanisms and experts 

in these activities; and to ensure the integration of human rights issues and 

concerns in the full range of other UN activities and programs. 

[Box] 

A message from AI's Secretary General 

One of the many recent changes in world politics is the emerging tendency of 

some wealthier nations to link the provision of economic and humanitarian aid 

to a country's human rights record. This has led to the perception that human 

rights standards are being imposed by the North on poverty-stricken or war-torn 

countries in the South, where such standards may appear to be a luxury they 

cannot afford. 

AI utterly rejects the notion that humanity can be divided into two blocs -- 

one group of people who enjoy a measure of fundamental civil and political 

rights and another, much larger group who can expect to be exploited, live 

in poverty and be deprived of their basic human rights. Nor can this two-tier 

division of the world withstand closer scrutiny. Numerous governments in the 

industrialized West, Eastern Europe and the Pacific Rim -- commonly thought 

of as "the North" -- violate human rights. No political system, economic 

structure or amalgam of race and faith is blameless. 

Human rights are universal, and human rights monitoring must be developed on 

a multilateral and participatory basis so that all parties are open to mutual 

inspection and advice. The richer nations must not dictate policies to the 

poorer -- their own human rights records are nothing to be proud of. Some donor 

countries still subject their people to judicial execution. Many affluent 

nations tolerate racist police practices and ill-treatment or torture in 
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official custody, and are increasingly subjecting asylum-seekers to unfair 

and summary procedures, which can result in their being forced back to countries 

where they face detention as prisoners of conscience, torture or death. 

The vision of a divided world has also been taken up by some governments in 

poorer countries, who argue that scrutiny of their human rights records is 

an excuse used by donor countries to exert a form of moralistic domination 

backed up by the threat of further economic deprivation. Such governments can 

thus prevent international inspection and blunt criticism of their human rights 

practices instead of addressing the real issue -- that abuses are occurring 

and must stop. 

The arguments for universality, indivisibility and consistency need to be 

brought home not only to governments and their supporters, but also to those 

who seek political change through armed force. AI opposes human rights abuses 

by armed opposition groups, believing that certain fundamental principles of 

international humanitarian law must be observed by all. 

What is at stake is a vision of a world in which all human beings can live 

in the knowledge that certain basic rights are regarded as inviolate. It is 

the duty of each of us individually and collectively to see that all of these 

rights are always respected. 

[BOX] 

CONFERENCE ISSUES 

Women 

The world's torturers, executioners and jailers do not discriminate on grounds 

of sex. Women suffer the full range of human rights violations practised in 

the modern world and are likely to be victimized if they defy their governments 

or insist on their rights. 

Some women are targeted because they are political or community activists, 

other women are jailed, raped or murdered simply because they happen to be 

the wives, mothers, daughters or sisters of men the authorities want to arrest 

or punish. Others are doubly punished when their husbands or partners 

"disappear" -- they lose their loved ones and simultaneously become the sole 

breadwinners in the family. 

Pregnant women are particularly vulnerable to abuse, and security forces 

frequently take advantage of this to inflict severe physical and emotional 

pain. 

Women's human rights have long been neglected by the international community. 

The UN bodies dealing with issues relating to women are neither well integrated 

nor coordinated with the human rights program. 

AI believes the UN must be more vigilant in protecting women from human rights 

violations. Specific improvements include designating a Special Rapporteur 

to deal with women's rights; providing greater attention and resources for 

monitoring abuses; mounting an effective challenge to the large number of 

reservations entered by states ratifying the Convention on the Elimination 

of Discrimination against Women; developing an individual complaints procedure 

under that treaty; giving greater attention to the issue of violence against 

women; and developing measures to deal with gender-specific abuses in armed 

conflict situations. 

Indigenous peoples 

This is the International Year for the World's Indigenous People, yet some 

300 million indigenous people in every region of the world are facing serious 

threats to their human rights and to their very survival. 

Indigenous peoples have paid a terrible price for their contact with dominant 

societies. They have been massacred and terrorized to force them from their 

ancestral lands, caught up in bitter civil conflicts and left without redress 

for the abuses they have suffered. Indigenous rights activists have often been 

victimized for campaigning for fundamental rights. 
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The growing public profile of the campaign for indigenous rights is symbolized 

by the 1992 Nobel Prize Winner -- Rigoberta Menchú, a Quiché Indian from 

Guatemala. Forced into exile 10 years ago after her father, mother and brother 

were murdered by the security forces, she continued to stand up for the rights 

of her people, despite receiving numerous death threats. 

AI calls on governments to take action to protect the rights of indigenous 

peoples, and of all those within its territory. Governments must collectively 

give greater attention to the urgent needs of indigenous people through the 

UN human rights machinery. 

Children 

Innocence and vulnerability offer no protection from abuses of state power. 

In countries all over the world, children have been murdered, tortured or 

unjustly imprisoned by government agents. Some children have been detained 

or tortured as part of a ruthless strategy to force their parents to surrender 

or confess. Others are singled out for abuse because they are seen as a social 

or political threat; "street children" are often automatically condemned as 

criminals and subjected to threats or murderous attacks. 

AI calls for the work of the UN thematic rapporteurs to be strengthened to 

ensure that special care is taken when investigating violations against 

children, and that experts specially trained in dealing sensitively with 

children should be included in country visits where these issues are under 

examination. AI also wants to see the relatively new Convention on the Rights 

of the Child properly implemented. 

Caption for main picture 

This trade unionist was hacked to death in his office in 1992. On the wall 

above him is a UN poster proclaiming the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

In countries around the world such killings -- often the work of "death squads" 

-- cultivate an aura of random, uncontrolled violence in order to terrorize 

and intimidate. But "death squad" activities are usually the product of 

calculated government policy. 

This grim photo stands as a mute symbol of the thousands of human rights activists 

who have suffered a similar fate. They have been killed because they worked 

to secure rights for the poor. Or for protecting the rights of street children. 

Or for defending the rights of women. Or for establishing the rights of native 

peoples in their country. Or for demanding the right to democratic reform. 

Or for insisting on the right for a fair trial. In short, they have been killed 

for proclaiming the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 

 

 

 

i.Translation: Union des forces démocratiques du Cameroun 

ii.Translation: Forces Armées Togolaises 

  

iii.Translation: Association des militaires démocrates 

 

iv.Translation: Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca 


