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SOUTH AFRICA: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE T0 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE FOR
F.W. DE KLERK AND NELSON MANDELA

Amnesty International responded today to the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to President F W de Kierk and ANC [African National
Congress] President Neison Mandela, saying that gross human rights violations, including political Killings and police brutality, still take
piace on an almost daily basis in South Africa.

“We do not take any position on the awarding of the Peace Prize,” said the human rights organization. "However, despite the
celebrations and the undoubted significance of this award in the international arena, we feel it is important not to overiook the simple fact
that political violence and human rights violations persist on a massive scale in South Africa.”

Amnesty International has been reporting on grave violations by the South African security forces for many years. Today,
those violations include hundreds of political killings each year, some carried out by the security forces themselves, or with their
acquiescence, and the endemic use of torture against political or criminal suspects in police custody.

While in exile throughout the 1880, the ANC was aiso respongible for serious human rights abuses over the years, including
torture, "disappearances” and Killings. However, in marked contrast to the government, the ANG has accepted responsibility for these
abuses and has held two high-level commissions of inquiry into its own human rights record. Nevertheless, the ANG still needs to go further
in acting on the recommendations of the inquiries.

The South African government, meanwhile, still refuses to admit the scale of the violations committed by its own forces: despite
clear evidence of their involvement in torture and assassinations, very few security force officers have ever been brought to justice for
human rights violations.

Said Amnesty International: "It is beyond doubt that significant political progress has been made in South Africa through the
negotiation efforts of F W de Klerk and Neison Mandela. However, in the field of human rights there is still a long, long way to go before
South Africa can claim real peace.

“It would be a mistake to think that this Peace Prize marks an end to the years of violence and oppression in South Africa - the
Killings and the brutality go on. It would also be a mistake for other governments to use the Peace Prize as justification for taking the
pressure off South Africa. The government of South Africa is failing to Stop human rights violations - pressure must be kept on them to
improve the situation, fast.”
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