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TURKEY: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL SENDS APPEAL TO PKK

Amnesty International is concerned that a call for an election boycott and threats reportedly made by the Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK)
will lead to a further escalation of violence in Turkey by both the PKK and the state.

On 27 March communal elections will be held in Turkey. In the run-up to the elections numerous candidates of the pro-Kurdish
Democracy Party (DEP) in the Kurdish areas in southeast Turkey have been arrested by the authorities, while others have become victims
of killings by unidentified assassins. As a consequence, DEP decided not to participate in the elections.

The PKK then reportedly called for a boycott of the elections and threatened to "punish” whoever ignored their call. However,
anyone who does boycott the elections would be at risk of reprisals by the state.

On 17 March, Amnesty International wrote to Abdullah Ocalan, General Secretary of the PKK, expressing the organization’s

concerns and appealed to the PKK to refrain from all use of force against the civilian population and to avoid putting civilians at risk by its
actions.
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