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WEEKLY UPDATE SERVICE 52/93 

 

Contained in this weekly update are external items on Morocco, UN World Conference on Human Rights (Patchwork) and Guatemala. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:A short document about the War Crimes Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia is being prepared. It will be AI Index: EUR 

48/03/93 and is due to be sent out in the Weekly Mailing on 26 May. 

 

NEWS INITIATIVES 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS RELEASES 

 

**UN World Conference - 1 June, 1600 hrs gmt**  

 

Please note embargo has been changed to 1 June 1600 hrs gmt. News release on UN World Conference will be launched at 1600 hrs gmt on 1 

June at a press briefing at the Foreign Press Association in London. Pierre Sané will give a major statement on the world conference. The 

news release is being held up in approvals and we know that you will be anxious to receive it now - especially with the earlier embargo. We 

hope to get the news release out to you today or tomorrow at the latest and are very sorry that it is so late. The news release is to go 

with June Focus article and ENR. A media advisory being sent out to London-based journalists including details of the launch are in an item 

enclosed in this weekly update. 

 

UN WORLD CONFERENCE-RELATED NEWS INITIATIVES ONLY THROUGHOUT JUNE 

 

Annual Report - 8 July  

 

Annual Report publication, Worldwide Summary, Regional Summaries, Regional Updates, news release. 

 

Indonesia (Aceh) - 28 July 

 

Document and news release to go with action on massive numbers of political killings. 
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TARGETED AND LIMITED NEWS RELEASES 

 

Israel & OT - 27 May 

 

The Israel Research Team got back from a mission to Gaza last week. A weekly update item reporting back on their findings was sent to 

yesterday and is embargoed for 27 May. The IS Press Office will send the item to international agencies.  

 

Azerbaydzhan - 28 May 

 

Weekly update item sent to you yesterday to go with document on hostage-taking and section-level action. IS Press Office will send out to 

selected international media. 

 

**Tunisia - 3 June** (New Information) 

 

The summary of a document - Tunisia: Women victims of harassment, torture and imprisonment, AI Index: MDE 30/02/93 - is being faxed to 

some selected media on 3 June. The report, which is embargoed for 3 June, is being sent out in today's Weekly Mailing. If you need an 

earlier copy, please contact Donatella at the IS on +44 71 413 5631. 

 

**China - 4 June** (New Information) 

 

A Weekly Update item is being prepared to go out to you tomorrow. It is a round up of all our concerns in China, which seems necessary 

after all the media interest today with the USA renewing China's "most favoured nation trading status". It is embargoed for 4 June and 

will be sent to international media to coincide with the anniversary of the Tianmen Square massacre. 

 

World Conference: Video Material   

 

A video setting out our agenda for the World Conference is currently in production. It will be a development from the conventional ENR 

format and will be available in four languages. It will be distributed to sections and embargoed for 2 June. 

 Video compilation tapes are also in preparation for use at the time of the World Conference. One will include footage of human 

rights violations to illustrate the challenge to governments; another will focus on AI's own work. These tapes will be edited on 4 June and 

will be embargoed for 14 June. 

 

Section Initiatives 

 

British Section - Update on European World Conference Press Briefing in June 

 

Please note the time, date and place of this press conference. 

 

The Press Conference will be held on Thursday, June 10th, at 11am at the International Press Centre, Boulevard de 

Charlemagne 1, 1040 Bruxelles. 

 

The two speakers are: 

Ken Coates - MEP and chairman of the European Parliament Subcommittee on Human rights 

Daphne Davies - Amnesty International British Section 

We will also be asking someone from a Brussels-based NGO. 

 

A press release will accompany the press conference. 

The conference will call on the EC and its member states to adopt a coordinated and focused approach at the World Conference with a view 

to adapting and improving the UN human rights mechanisms and to promote the proposal to appoint a Special Commissioner on Human rights. 

In addition the Press Conference will provide journalists with a critique of the EC's own human rights record. 

 

Please will Press Officers in EC Sections contact their media who have contacts in Brussels to let them know about the Press Conference 
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2. MDE 29/WU 04/93 EXTERNAL 

27 May 1993 

 

MOROCCO: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL DELEGATION HOLDS TALKS WITH THE CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN RABAT 

 

An Amnesty International delegation, led by the Deputy Secretary General Hervé Berger, held talks with Morocco's Conseil Consultatif des 

Droits de l'Homme (Consultative Council for Human Rights), CCDH, at the invitation of the council in Rabat on 21 and 22 May 1993.  The CCDH, 

established by royal decree in 1990, is an advisory body to King Hassan II composed of 37 members of different professional backgrounds.  

The discussions, conducted with the council's Secretary General Mohamed Mikou and several other members, focused on Amnesty 

International's concerns in Morocco and the organization's working methods. 

 

 Amnesty International welcomes the resumption of visits to Morocco for fact-finding purposes and discussions with the CCDH.  

The Amnesty International delegation expressed its appreciation of the CCDH's role in proposing legislative reform which led in 1991 to a 

reduction in the maximum period of garde à vue (incommunicado) detention under Moroccan law and the introduction of greater safeguards 

for detainees during pre-trial detention.  Amnesty International also welcomed Morocco's intention to ratify the United Nations 

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.   

 

 The CCDH discussed in detail Amnesty International's recent reports and actions on human rights violations in Morocco and the 

Western Sahara.  Amnesty International drew particular attention to the continued imprisonment of over 100 prisoners of conscience, 

calling for their immediate and unconditional release, and several hundred "disappeared", calling for their fate and whereabouts to be fully 

clarified.  Those still in detention should be released.  In 1991 some 260 "disappeared", some held since 1973, were released in a royal 

pardon.  Amnesty International believes that they should be compensated and that those responsible for their "disappearance" be brought 

to justice.  The CCDH agreed to use its good offices in obtaining from the government information about the prisoners of conscience of 

concern to Amnesty International and clarifications of the fate and whereabouts of remaining "disappeared", including 17 cases specifically 

detailed by the Amnesty International delegates. 

 

 Amnesty International's effort towards expanding its membership in Morocco was welcomed by the CCDH. 
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3. IOR 41/WU 07/93 EXTERNAL 

26 May 1993 

 

THE WORLDS BIGGEST POSTCARD-COLLAGE IN VIENNA 

 

Hundreds of thousands of people all over the world are supporting Amnesty International's demand for governments at the UN World 

Conference on Human Rights - to be held in Vienna from 14-25 June - to take concrete action to protect human rights. 

 

 Governments from 180 countries will meet in Vienna in June to talk about human rights. Many of those same governments are 

responsible for the most serious human rights violations and few have shown a serious commitment to promoting protecting human rights. 

 

 Amnesty International's theme for the World Conference is "Our World: Our Rights", and as part of this message Amnesty 

International has produced millions of hexagon-shaped postcards featuring the faces of people from around the world which people are 

asked to sign and return to the organization. 

 

 Amnesty International will piece together the returned cards to form a vast patchwork in the Stephanplatz in the centre of 

Vienna on 14 June, forming the world's largest postcard-patchwork. Each card will represent a demand from individuals all over the world 

that the World Conference take action to protect the human rights of everybody, everywhere. 

 

 Some 180 governments will be present at Vienna, but so far few of them have shown any real commitment to address urgent 

human rights problems. Regional and international preparatory meetings held over the last two years have been dogged by regional 

divisions and political self-interest. 

 

 There is a danger that far from strengthening human rights protection, the Vienna conference could lead to a serious 

undermining of accepted human rights standards. Some governments have called into question the very notion of common human rights 

standards that apply to everyone, while some are pitting one set of rights against another. 

 

 "It is only when everyone joins together to express their outrage at human rights abuses inflicted by governments that they 

will be forced to stop. This, the first government human rights conference in 25 years, is a unique opportunity for the voice of public 

opinion to be heard," said Amnesty International. 

 

 Postcards are being signed and sent from all over the world, some by street children in Honduras, including messages in Spanish 

such as "I don't want to be beaten and killed by the policemen". 

 

 The cards have been produced in different languages and there are 26 different full-colour designs. The idea was developed and 

produced by Amnesty International's Danish Section and over 50 Amnesty International sections around the world are participating in this 

campaign. 

 

 Linked to the campaign is a "World Citizen Passport", which documents which countries are violating human rights and includes 

individual cases, such as that of three-year-old Irene Yogueade Augustine from Chad, brutally shot down by soldiers because she and her 

mother belonged to another tribe.  

  Amnesty International has put forward specific proposals for  

improving the United Nations machinery for human rights protection, including the establishment of a Special Commissioner for Human 

Rights with the authority and resources to co-ordinate human rights initiatives, to integrate them into all the UN's activities, and to take 

independent action in urgent situations. 

 

 Amnesty is calling on newspapers around the world to print copies of the postcard and ask their readers to take part in the 

worldwide movement's bid to ensure that this conference really works. 
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4. AMR 34/WU 02/93 EXTERNAL 

26 May 1993 

 

GUATEMALA: SUSPENSION OF CONSTITUTION JEOPARDIZES HUMAN RIGHTS, SAYS AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 

 

Amnesty International said today that it fears the "auto-golpe" (self-coup) announced by President Serrano on 25 May will severely 

jeopardize the protection of human rights in Guatemala.   

 

 According to the information received, the Guatemalan constitution has been partially suspended, Congress dissolved, Supreme 

Court and Constitutional Court judges dismissed, and the rule of law replaced with rule by decree.  Government offices with responsibility 

for human rights protection, such as the Human Rights Procurator's Office and the Attorney General, have reportedly been suspended. 

Attempts have apparently been made to arrest certain government officials associated with official human rights initiatives, including 

Human Rights Procurator Ramiro de León Carpio, Congressional president, José Lobo Dubon, Supreme Court President, Juan José Rodil 

Peralta, and the Acting Attorney General and Edgar Tuna Valladares.  Preliminary reports suggest that independent human rights 

defenders from other Central American countries currently visiting Guatemala may also have been detained.  

 

 Amnesty International is aware that these moves have come in the wake of protests in the capital and accepts the necessity 

for the government to maintain public order.  However, it is imperative to maintain principles of human rights protection established in 

international law, including Conventions to which Guatemala is a party, such as the American Convention on Human Rights of the 

Organization of American States and the United Nations (UN) International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Both these 

instruments stipulate that even in time of war, public danger, or other emergency that threatens the independence or security of a State 

Party, governments are obliged to protect certain fundamental rights, including the rights to life, physical security and judicial guarantees 

essential to maintain these rights, such as habeas corpus.  

 

 Amnesty International is urging the Guatemalan government to ensure that these basic human rights are not abrogated and to 

ensure the personal safety of any persons already detained, including protecting them from extrajudicial executions, "disappearance," and 

torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. Toward this end, it strongly urges the President to immediately issue a public 

directive to the security forces stating that the human rights of all citizens, including human rights defenders, are to be fully protected 

and that any infractions of human rights standards are intolerable and will be severely punished.  Amnesty International also calls for 

information to be made public concerning all those detained, and for any individuals in custody to be permitted access to their families and 

to legal representation. It urges the immediate and unconditional release of anyone arrested for their conscientiously held beliefs and who 

are known not to have used or advocated violence.  

 

 Finally, Amnesty International is calling on President Serrano to immediately re-establish the functions of the judiciary, public 

ministry and legislature designed to protect human rights. Speedy implementation of these measures is essential if the international public 

is to be convinced that Guatemala is genuinely committed to an improvement in the human rights situation in the country, and to the rule of 

law.  


