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WEEKLY UPDATE SERVICE 46/93 

 

Contained in this weekly update is an external item on the USA. 

 

NEWS INITIATIVES 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS RELEASES 

 

Guatemala - 19 May  

 

Document or publication with a news release on a full range of recent human rights violations (in the past year or so) in Guatemala. The 

document is running behind schedule and went in this week's Weekly Mailing. Please get in touch with the IS if you need a copy earlier. The 

news release has been sent to you. 

 

Egypt - 26 May  

 

Document or publication and news release on all our concerns in Egypt. These include very high numbers of prisoners and torture. 

 

UN World Conference - 2 June 

 

News release on UN World Conference to go with June Focus article and ENR.  

 

UN WORLD CONFERENCE-RELATED NEWS INITIATIVES ONLY THROUGHOUT JUNE 

 

Annual Report - 8 July  

 

Annual Report publication, Worldwide Summary, Regional Summaries, Regional Updates, news release. 

 

Indonesia (Aceh) - 28 July 

 

Document and news release to go with action on massive numbers of political killings. 
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TARGETED AND LIMITED NEWS RELEASES 

 

Malawi - 18 May  

 

Please note the embargo date has been changed back to 18 May. 

Document on human rights violations and the referendum and weekly update item to go with it already sent out to you. It will be sent to 

international media by the IS Press Office. 

 

Azerbaydzhan - 28 May  

 

Document on hostage-taking and weekly update item to go with section-level action. IS Press Office will send out to selected international 

media. 

 

World Conference: Video Material   

 

A video setting out our agenda for the World Conference is currently in production. It will be a development from the conventional ENR 

format and will be available in four languages. It will be distributed to sections and embargoed for 2 June. 

 Video compilation tapes are also in preparation for use at the time of the World Conference. One will include footage of human 

rights violations to illustrate the challenge to governments; another will focus on AI's own work. These tapes will be edited on 4 June and 

will be embargoed for 14 June. 

 

Section Initiatives 

 

French Section - European Press Officers' Meeting  

 

This year's European Press Officer's meeting takes place at the French Section offices: 4 rue de la Pierre Levee, 70511 Paris, France. 

The Hotel is: Hotel Du Grand Prieuré, 20 rue du grand Prieuré, 75011 Paris. Tel: +33 1 4700 7414. Underground station: Oberkampf. Anyone 

who has not received the agenda should call Josette or Luisa at the French Section press office. 

The following people will be attending: 

Special guests:  Pierre Sané, AI Secretary General; Jean Freedberg, Head of Communications, AI USA. 

IS: Anita Tiessen; Anna Stuttard; Paula Seager; Adam Lloyd; John Darcy. 

European Sections: 

Austria:  Geral Kador 

Belgium:  Philippe Hensmans & Luc Henkinbrant 

Denmark:  Lars Christensen 

Germany:  Gunnar Köhne 

Italy:  Riccardo Noury & Barbara Capponi 

Netherlands: Maud Bredero & Janneke Tigchelaar 

Norway:  Stig Michaelson 

Portugal:  José Manuel Cabral 

Sweden:  Louisa Stannow 

UK:   Daphne Davies & Brian Dooley 
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European World Conference Press Briefing in June 

 

The British Section Press Office has been talking to the EC project office and the Francophone Belgium Press Officer about holding a 

European press briefing in Brussels for MEPs and for journalists who will be covering the World Conference. The date will probably be 

Tuesday, June 8th in the morning. The aim will be to look at the EC's role as a whole in terms of its internal shortcomings (Asylum issues, 

etc), external policies - aid/development, etc, and also to look at Europe's role within the UN.  

   Although the idea has been suggested by the British Section, is it hoped that all European Section Press Officers will be interested in 

being involved. For further information please contact either Daphne Davies, in the British Section Press Office or Johannes in the EC 

project office. 

 

"Caravan of Conscience" - 16 to 25 May 

 

The Irish Section's convoy of buses through Europe to the borders of Serbia and Croatia leaves Ireland on Sunday. The IS currently has an 

itinerary for the journey and we are hoping to get a detailed weekly update item from the section so that we can update all press officers. 

In the meantime, please contact the Irish Section for further information. 
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 Weekly Update NWS 11/46/93 

 

2. AMR 51/WU 05/93 EXTERNAL 

13 May 1993 

 

USA: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CONDEMNS EXECUTION OF LEONEL HERRERA 

 

Amnesty International strongly condemns the execution of Leonel Herrera which was carried out yesterday in Texas despite new evidence 

of innocence in his case which has never been heard by a court. 

 

 In letters to Texas Governor Ann Richards and the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles last April, Amnesty International said, 

"It would be unconscionable in Leonel Herrera's case to carry out the death sentence while this issue remains unresolved". 

 

 Leonel Herrera was convicted of killing a police officer in 1981. Last year, his lawyers produced new evidence that his brother, 

who died in 1984, carried out the killing. However, Texas law requires new evidence to be presented within 30 days of conviction. Leonel 

Herrera appealed to the US Supreme Court claiming that his execution would violate the US Constitution. In a key ruling given in January 

1993 the US Supreme Court rejected this appeal by 6 votes to 3, holding that "a claim of `actual innocence' is not in itself a constitutional 

claim" and setting an extremely high threshold for the consideration of such claims by the federal courts.  

 

 In a document issued in April 1993, USA: The case of Leonel Herrera, AI Index: AMR 51/34/93) Amnesty International criticized 

the US Supreme Court ruling on the ground that it "severely restricted the possibility that a prisoner sentenced to death in a state court 

could ever raise such a claim based on newly discovered evidence after the expiration of state time limits..." 

 

 The Supreme Court's ruling on Herrera held that executive clemency was the `fail safe' in the US criminal justice system for 

preventing miscarriages of justice where the judicial process has been exhausted. Despite this, the Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles 

declined to recommend commutation of Herrera's death sentence. Clemency has not been granted in a single capital case since the death 

penalty was reinstated in the 1970s. Texas has carried out 57 executions under its current laws - more than any other US state. Amnesty 

International is extremely concerned that the process of clemency appears to have become a dead letter in Texas, in violation of any 

recognized standards of fairness in cases involving this irrevocable penalty. 

 

  


