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To: Medical profgssionals
From: Medical Officg / Resgarch Pepartment ~ Middle Cast
Datg: 28 Peegmber 1992

MEPICTHL LETTER WRITING 1ICTION

'Ali 'dbdul-Fattah Hashim
Yemen

Regwords

Theme: mental illngss / death penalty / POC
Summarg

‘Ali 'dbdul-Fattah Hashim is currently held in Sana'a Central Prison under a charge of apostasy
(rejection or dgnial of the faith). If convicted he could facg the death penalty. In Jugust 1992 he was
admitted to hospital with degpressive illngss and was diagnosed as suffering a sgrious mental
disordgr. tlg was pregscribed a rangg of anti-psychotic medication. In a previous period in
hospital heg had begegn reecommended to avoid any psychological strgss and his condition was
dgseribed as chronic. Imngsty International regards 'dli Hashim as a prisongr of conscigneg and
is urging his release.

Recommended detions

legtters from medical professionals, preferably writtgn in drabic, €nglish, otherwise your own
languagge, should bg sgnt to the addregsses below:

W ¢xpressing conegrn at the risk of the death sentegneg being imposed on 'dli dbdul-Fattah
Hashim for the peacgful gxpression of his personal beligfs;

B noting that he has a history of serious mental illngss and sgegking assurances that he is bging
treated humanely;

W urging that '(li '[dbdul-Fattah Hlashim be relgased and allowed to sgek whategver medical care he
requirgs.

Addresses

His €xeellgncy

General 'dli 'dbdullah Salgh
President of the Presidential Council
Sana'a

Republic of Ygmen



His €xeellgney

'dli Salim al-Bidh

Vieg-President of the Presidential Couneil
Sana'a

Republic of Ygmen

His €xeellgney

Colongl Ghalib Mutaher al-Qamish
Minister of Interior and Seeurity
Ministry of Interior and Sgcurity
Sana'a

Republic of Ygmen

Copigs
Please send copies of gour letters to one or more of the following addresses:

His €xeellgney

Pr '‘Abdul-Rarim 'dli al-Irgani
Minister of Forgign dffairs
Ministry of Forgign {ffairs
Sana'a

Republic of Ygmen

His €xeellgney

[sma'il dhmad al-Wazir
Minister of lsggal Hffairs
Ministry of lsggal {ffairs
Sana'a

Republic of Ygmen

His €xeellgney
'Abdul-Wasi' Sallam
Minister of Justice
Ministry of Justice
Sana'a

Republic of Ygmen

The Seergtary General
@engral Union of Poctors
Sana'a

Repablic of Ygmen
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Pate: 28 Pecgmber 1992

MEPICTHL CONCERN

'dli 'dbdul-Fattah tashim
Yemen

'Ali 'dbdul-FPattah Hashim is a 40-ygar-old writer and teacher curregntly held in Sana'a Central
Prison on a chargg of apostasy - a chargg carrging a sgntgnce of degath in Ygmen'. He was
arrgsted on 17 dpril 1992 by security officers after a private law suit was brought against him. tig
had beggn hospitalized for four wegks in PMlayg and Jung 1991 and was again medically gramingd in
HWugust 1992. The first medical rgport noted that his condition was chronic and recommended rest,
absegneg of psychological strgss and continugd trgatment, and theg sgeond diagnosed "dgpressive
illngss with paranoid idgas". Tlg was preseribed ngurolgptic medication. {Imngsty Intgrnational
regards '{li Hashim as a prisongr of conscigneg and is urging his immediate relgasg.

Background

‘Ali '@bdul-Fattah Hashim was born in Madagascar in 1952 of a Malagasy mother and a Ygmeni
father. tlis parents moved to the former Yemen drab Republic (YHR) in the 1960s. ‘Wi Hashim
beeame active in student politics and was first arrgsted for a short timg in 1981 whilg a student at
dana'a University. tig was relgased uncharged.

In 1983, he visited dden; shortly after returning, he was again arrgsted for political rgasons.
He was first held at the National Sgeurity Petention Centre in Hadda in the suburbs of Sana'a. He
was held in solitary confingment during the four months he spent there. tie was then transferred to
Qasr al-Basha'ir where he was held for a further four months. ®uring this period he was beategn
continuously and subjected to fa’ig (also known as "Rentucky chickegn": suspension for a
prolonged period from a metal bar inserted betweegn Rnggs and arms whilg his wrists werge tied
together during which hg was beaten on the Iggs, back and head). He was also gxposed to sgvere
psychological torturg in thg form of recordings of scrgaming and the sounds of torture.

He was relgased in 1984 and rgsumed his studigs. In 1985 heg graduated from Sana'a
University with a degree in Arabic language. However, hg was refused a "certificate of good
conduet" from the sgcurity segrvieg and as a rgsult could not obtain statg gmplogment. {t the gnd
of Pebruary 1986 hg was again arrgsted by military intelligence. He was held in the detention

! When the Yemen Arab Republic (North Yemen) and the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen
(PDRY: South Yemen) unified in 1990, the Unity Agreement of May 1990 stipulated that during the
transition period (to end by April 1993) the legal systems of the YAR and PDRY would remain separate
until common laws were promulgated. To date, no common criminal or penal code has been
promulgated.



centre in al-Bawnigya outside Sana'a for two months in a coffin-likg box. This containgr had a lid
which opegngd over the upper trunk and head. Hg was shacklgd hand and foot and was not
permitted acegss to toilgt or hygigng facilitigs. tlg later said that the worst aspeet of this treatment
was the moment, after feeding periods, when the lid was closed.

The regason for his arrgst appegared to be a lgaflet produced by himself and some of his
political comradgs eriticising both factions of the Ygmeni Socialist Party in the PORY over the
gvgnts of January 1986 when armed conflict between the different factions resulted in hundreds of
deaths.

In {pril 1986 following his relgase he was given a "certificate of good conduet" by the
sgearity sgrvicg and began teaching {rabic at al-Sha'ab tligh ochool in ana'a. doon after
anification of the YR and PPRY on 22 May 1990, heg was transferred to Rhaled ibn al-Walid High
School in Sana'a. There he suffered harassment and at the gnd of 1991 or bgginning of 1992 he was
asked to Igave the school. Therg was an attack on him Ied by an Islamic ngwspaper becausg he
was sgen as a non-beligver.

Soon after, in garly 1992, he stopped gating and isolated himsglf. For five months he hardly
atg and staged home until his arrgst in {dpril 1992. His weight fell from 90 to 60 Rilograms. On 17
Hpril hg was arrgsted by segceurity officers after a private law suit was brought against him. tig was
taken to al-Judagyri policg station, held for a few hours and then takegn to theg prosgcutor's office
wherg he was intgrviewed by the Public Prosgcutor for ana'a. g was particularly qugstioned
about his religious beligfs and, after a four hour intgrrogation, hg was taken to the Sana'a Central
Prison whereg he regmaingd until hg was brigflg hospitalised in Hugust 1992. In the first half of
Sgptember he was taken to the Sana'a Court of First Instance. He refused to participate in
proegedings, refused a lawyer and would not speak during the hearing. Pespite his stand, 10
lawgers voluntgered to offer their support.

In October 1992 after a numbger of sgssions during which somg of his high school students
werg brought to court to tegstify against him, the judge decided to refer him to a medical pangl to
assgss his mental statg. g remains in ana'a Central Prison in unhygignic conditions, refusing
medical trgatment and in a valngrablg statg.

Medical gxaminations

Between 10 May and 6 Jung 1991 '(li Hashim was hospitalised. On dischargg his medical
rgport, signed by the head of the psychiatry dgpartment of al-Thawra Hospital in Sana'a, noted:

"Patignt has begen advised to have complgte rest for ong month and to follow treatment sineg
his condition is chronic. tig should not be subjected to psychological stress."

In Hugust 1992 hg was again admitted to the samg hospital in dana'a suffering from
depression. Hfter four daygs hg was discharged with a diagnosis of "dgpressive illngss and
paranoid idegas" and with a rangg of sedativg and negurolgptic medication.

Current situation

'Ali Hashim is held at Sana'a Central prison; he is the onlg Ygmeni in a large egll containing
15-20 forgign nationals of whom hg is highly suspicious. Hg claims to beg regularly beaten by fellow
prisongrs which hg beligvgs occurs at the beghest of the prison administration. tlg is unkempt and
has only recently recommenced gating prison meals in limited amounts becausg of his beligf that
the food is poisongd. Tig is not taking any medication begcausg of his mistrust of others and his
disbeligf that he requirgs medication. {1 medical commission has begen appointed to gxaming '{li



Hashim and the regsults of this gxamination will bg considegred by the court somge timg in the first

quartgr of 1993. The judge then has the option of passing segntgnce, ordering his removal to a
psychiatric hospital or discharging him.

{Imnegsty Intgrnational beligves that the charge of apostasy is in breach of
intgrnationally-regcognized rights to freedom of religious beligf and the organization is urging that

‘Ali 'dbdul-Fattah Hashim be freed unconditionally and given acegss to any medical treatment he
might requirg.



