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Wdmnesty Integrnational is conegrned that two Tunisian political detainges, (i lbaaridh
and Ziad Poulatli, havg not begn allowed to gxercisg their full Iggal rights.

li loaaridh, the spokgsperson of the unauthorized Islamic movement al-Nahda, and
Ziad Poulatli, another promingnt Nahda member, wereg arrgsted on 23 Peecgmber 1990
and held in garde a vag (incommunicado) detention 14 days begond the 10-day
maximum period allowed by Tunisian law. Their appearancg beforg the gxamining
magistratg was postpongd threg timegs and when they werg gventually brought before
the gxamining magistratg on 15 January 1991 their lawygers werg not allowed acegss to
their filgs and werg not informed of the charges brought against their clignts.

Their lawyers report that they continug to be dgnied acegss to their clignts' files. Thegy
also confirmed that their clignts continug to beg detainegd in isolation and arg dgnied
accgess to ngwpapers, radios, pens and papgers and other facilitigcs normally availablg
to detainges in pre-trial detention in Tunisia.

Background

li laaridh and Ziad Poulatli were trigd in Jugust/Segptember 1987 with another 88
peoplg for belonging to the unauthorized Islamic movement Flouvement de la
Tendencg Islamiqug, Islamie Tendgney Movement, MTI, and for committing erimes
intgnded to changge "thg nature" of the statg.  The trial was marked by segrious
deficignegs and the various charggs, somg of which reglated to gvents sincg 1976, were
brought collgctively against all 90 accused. li lbaaridh, Ziad Poulatli and 11 others
werg trigd and sgntgneed in absegntia. {li lsaaridh was segntgnced to death, as were six




othegr defendants (two of whom were grecuted), and Ziad Poulatli was sgntgnced to 20
gears' foreed labour. They werg both arrgsted in October/November 1987 and were
retrigd in November 1987; their sentgnegs wereg upheld.  {li lbaaridh's dgath sgntgnce
was commuated to hard labouar for life by presidential pardon on 16 Pegcgmber 1987.
Both prisongrs were relgased in two sgparatg amngestigs in 1988 and 1989.

In the past few months in Tunisia mgmbers, sympathizers and suspected sympathizers
of the Nahda movement haveg begegn a target for mass arregsts and detegntion for the
purpose of interpellations (intgrrogation). Of the sgveral hundreds arrgsted sincg
Sgptegmber 1990, many were held in garde a vag incommunicado dgtgntion in the
custody of the policg bggond thg maximum 10-day period permitted by Tunisian law.
Most of thosg arrgsted have begen relgased without chargg but somge have begen charged
with offences including belonging to an unauthorized organization, gncouraging and
participating in unauthorized dgmonstrations and disturbing public order. Sgntgnces
havg varigd from thrgg months to over two gears.

In the coursg of the last year li lbaaridh has begen detaingd for interrogation on
sgvgral occasions; hg was last arrgsted on 26 October 1990, reportedly tortured and
ill-treated whilg undgr interrogation in incommaunicado detegntion, and subsgquently
relgased on bail on 29 October 1990 without having begen formally charged.
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RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

Please ensure that all relevant people in the section have received
copies for their attention, and that the document is centrally
filed for future reference. In addition please undertake as many
of the following recommended actions as possible.

Techniques of this Action may include letter-writing to the
Tunisian authorities, to appropriate pressure groups and
organizations, and approaches to professional associations and
home governments.

If possible, letters should be written in Arabic or French, or
English as a second choice; they may cover one or as many topics
as the letter-writers feel appropriate or within their competence
to address.

1.Call on the Tunisian Government authorities to ensure that all
detainees are informed immediately of the reasons for their
arrest, and urge that if they are not charged with a
recognizable criminal offence and given a fair and prompt
trial in accordance with Article 14 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which Tunisia
has ratified, and other international standards governing
a fair trial, they should be released immediately.

2.Call on the government authorities to allow regular and private
access to detainees by their legal representatives, access
to the detainees' files by their legal representatives,
professional medical inspection and treatment and regular
and private visits by relatives.

3.Call on the government to guarantee the basic legal rights of
those who undergo trial procedures, of which a fundamental
component is the right to present a full legal defence in
conformity with Article 14 of the ICCPR, the UN Body of
Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form
of Detention or Imprisonment (UN Body of Principles) and other
international standards guaranteeing a fair trial.

4. Express concern about the procedures surrounding arrests and
the use of garde a vue (incommunicado) detention, both of
which contravene the ICCPR and the UN Body of Principles and
other internationallly agreed standards.




5.Express concern that in AI's experience, any system of
incommunicado detention without charge or trial can
facilitate grave violations of human rights such as torture
and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.

6.Remind the Tunisian Government of its obligations under the
United Nations Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which it
ratified on 23 September 1988 and urge that when allegations
of torture have been made they should be thoroughly and
impartially investigated.

7.Urge that those found responsible for the torture or
ill-treatment of detainees be brought to justice.



