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UA 246/05 Incommunicado detention/fear of torture   
 
SYRIA Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik (m), aged 19, medical student, Somali national 

 
Student Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik was reportedly arrested at his home in Harasta Taht, a suburb of the 
capital, Damascus, on 6 September. Around 10 officers from the Syrian Political Security Branch arrested 
him and confiscated his computer. He has not been heard from since, and he is in grave danger of torture 
and other ill-treatment. 
 
Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik’s family have apparently made regular visits to the local Political Security Branch 
looking for him. They have been told that he will not be released until his interrogation is completed, but have 
been given no information about his whereabouts. The security forces have, however, indicated that he was 
arrested because of his association with “someone he knows”. Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik’s family are not 
aware of his having any political connections or affiliations.  
 
The Malik family moved to Syria from Somalia some four years ago. Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik is a medical 
student at the University of Damascus. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Torture is widespread in Syrian detention and investigation centres, particularly during pre-trial detention, 
and during periods of incommunicado detention. Over the years, Amnesty International has documented 38 
types of torture and ill-treatment used against detainees in Syria. “Confessions” extracted under duress are 
systematically used as “evidence” in Syrian courts, and the defendants’ claims of torture are almost never 
investigated. In 2004 at least nine people died reportedly as a result of torture and ill-treatment while in 
custody. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in English, Arabic, 
French or your own language: 
- urging the authorities to disclose immediately where Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik is held and why he was 
arrested; 
- calling for Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik to be released immediately unless he is to be charged with a 
recognizably criminal offence and given a prompt and fair trial; 
- expressing concern that Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik is held incommunicado at an unknown location, and 
asking that he be allowed immediate visits from his family, a lawyer of his choice and any medical attention 
he may require; 
- urging them to ensure that Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik is not tortured or otherwise ill=treated while he is 
detained. 
 
APPEALS TO: 
His Excellency President Bashar al-Assad  
President of the Republic 
Presidential Palace 
Abu Rummaneh, Al-Rashid Street  
Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic 
Fax:   + 963 11 332 3410 
Salutation:  Your Excellency 
 
His Excellency General Ghazi Kan'an 
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Minister of Interior, Ministry of Interior 
Merjeh Circle 
Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic 
Fax   + 963 11 222 3428 
Salutation:  Your Excellency  
 
His Excellency Muhammad al-Ghafari   
Minister of Justice, Ministry of Justice      
Al-Nasr Street 
Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic 
Fax:   + 963 11 222 3428      
Salutation:  Your Excellency 
 

COPIES TO: diplomatic representatives of Syria accredited to your country. 
 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or your section office, if 
sending appeals after 2 November 2005. 


