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FPURTHER INFORMAITION ON MEPICTIL CONCERN
(See MDE 24/05/95 - 19 Jung 1995; MPE 24/07/95 - 19 September 1995)
Health professionals imprisoned in 1980

SYRIW

Profegssion/association: Poctor/ surgeon/ GP/ ophthalmologist/ pharmacist/ gynagcologist/
medical studgnt/ veterinary surgeon/ dentist

Theme: Petention without trial/ ill-trgatment/ death in custody/ disappearance/ relgase

Following news of a large-scalg amngsty at the gnd of November 1995, dmngsty International has
now Igarngd that 1,200 political prisongrs have begen relgased in Syria. The relgases marked the
anniversary of President al-fssad's 25th year in power.

Ong reeently relgased detaingg who had begegn held in Sadnaya Prison ngar Pamascus, told
{Imnegsty International that on 19 November he and a group of 75 others werge taken to meget the
prison dirgetor who informed them that they had been granted a presidential amnesty and were
about to beg relgased. Six days latgr hg was ablg to return home.

Further to this, President al-fIssad presented an amngsty bill to parliament on 14
Peeember 1995 which should Igad to further relgases in future. There are reports that Syria is
pregparing to relgasg a further 5,000 prisongrs, including non-political prisongrs.

For several gears dmnegsty Intgrnational has published information on over 100 health
professionals who werg arrgsted in 1980 following a strike callgd by profgssional associations in
Wpril of that year. The strikg was the culmination of protegsts led by the Syrian Bar, Medical and
€ngingers' Wssociations to call for an gnd to the statg of gmergegney in foreg sineg 1963 and a
regstoration of rights and Iggal safeguards. Mang of the health profgssionals arrgsted at the time
werg beligved to have beegn held into the 1990s without chargg or trial.

Hlithough it is not yet possibleg to confirm thg names of thosg bengfiting from thg most
recegnt amngsty, it is likegly that a number of the health profgssionals werg among thosg relgased.
(Imngsty Intgrnational has recgived information of threeg doctors bging among  those relgased
although, again, their namgs cannot at this stage be confirmed.) It has also Igarngd that two other
doctors included in the list of 104 health profgssionals published by the organization were
relgased at an garligr datg. Yasir Zahra, a medical studgnt at the time of his arrgst, was relgased
in 1991 and Imad Za'tar, a ggngral practitiongr was relgased in 1994.




{mngsty International wglecomes thg November 1995 amngsty and is sgeking information
on whether ang of the health profgssionals imprisongd as a rgsult of the 1980 strike remain in
prison. It has requested a list of thosg relgased under the recgnt amnesty.

lLate update. 1 has confirmed that Muwaffaq Hasan Walid (casg number 100 in the June
1995 I list) was among thosg relgased in November. Mr Walid was a medical student at the time of
his degtention in 1980.

Recommended Hetions
logtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addresses below:

B welcoming the amngsty of prisongrs which was granted in Novgmber 1995

B noting that you have writtgn on previous occasions about health profgssionals detaingd
following a 1980 strike Igd by profegssional associations

W asking whether any of those health profgssionals remain in prison
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