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Mr Chairman,

Despite the opening of peace negotiations in October 1991, the human rights situation
i the Arab territories occupled by Israel continues to be of grave concern to Amnesty
International. We deplore m particular the upsurge i the number of killings and the
continued use of torture during 1992. We also deplore the mass deportation of Palestimians
to south Lebanon and the arbitrary detention there of many Lebanese.

During 1992, Israeli forces, including undercover police and army units, shot dead
over 120 Palestinians. While some were shot during armed clashes, others were killed in
circumstances suggesting summary executions or other unjustifiable killings. In some cases,
medical help was not given or was hindered by Israeli forces. In March, Jamal Ghanem was
playing in a football match in Tulkarem when four undercover police arrived on the pitch
and shot him dead. An ambulance was reportedly not allowed to enter the football pitch.
In May, Anton al-Shumali was shot at point-blank range by one of two Border Policemen
who stopped him unarmed on a road in Beit Sahur. The policemen left him dying by the
roadside. Last December alone, 23 Palestinians were killed, one-third aged 16 or below.
Five years after the beginning of the intifada, we are still faced with 1mages of Israeli soldiers
using lethal force against stone-throwing children.

Amnesty International has repeatedly urged the Israeli Government to review the
official guidelines on the use of firearms, to investigate thoroughly all allegations of human
rights violations, and to bring to justice those responsible for such violations. Clearly the
steps taken so far do not allay fears that the Israch Government is, at best, not concerned
when Palestinians are unlawfully killed by its forces.

During 1992, Palestinian detainees under interrogation by the Israeli authorities
continued to be subjected to systematic torture or ill-treatment. Three Palestimans died in
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detention and another died shortly after release. Their interrogation reportedly mcluded
hooding, sleep deprivation and beatings.

The Israeli authorities are currently reviewing their official interrogation guidelines.
Amnesty International urges agamn that these guidelines be brought mto line with the
international prohibition of torture and ill-treatment. We also call on the Israeli authorities
to bring to justice anyone found responsible for the torture or ill-treatment of prisoners,
mcluding in connection with the deaths of these four Palestinians.

When the government of Prime Minister Yizhak Rabin took office m July 1992,
Amnesty International was encouraged by several imtiatives. These included the review of
legislaion banning peaceful contacts with organizations like the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO). We welcome the repeal by the Knesset in January of such legislation,
as this was used to hold prisoners of conscience.

Amnesty International was also encouraged by the cancellaion in August of
deportation orders against 11 Palestinians. We were therefore shocked when the
government last December changed relevant legislation in a matter of hours and deported
over 400 Palestinians to south Lebanon. Among them were 16 whom the Israeli authorties
later admitted had been deported "by mistake". Today 396 men remain stranded in south
Lebanon in a makeshift camp i harsh conditions.

‘While noting the recent decision of the Israch Government to allow back 100 of the
deportees, Amnesty International calls again on Israel to allow them all to go back. Those
suspected of an offence should be charged and given a prompt and fair trial.  Otherwise they
should be allowed to return freely to their homes in the Occupied Territories.

Mr Chairman,

The international attention on the Palestimian deportees should extend to other
victims of human rights violations in south Lebanon. Some 200 detainees are held in the
Khiam detention centre in the Israeli-declared "security zone'. In May 1992, Amnesty
International published a report describing torture during mterrogation of men and women
m Khiam with methods including severe beatings and electric shocks to fingers, tongue,
genitals and nipples. Detainees in Khiam are held outside any legal framework without
access to families or humanitarian orgamzations like the International Committee of the Red

Cross (ICRC).

Although the Khiam detention centre is run by the South Lebanon Army (SLA), it 1s
mn territory under Israeli military control. Ewidence indicates that Israeli officials have been
directly involved 1n interrogation and torture in Khiam, at least until 1988. Israch and SLA
officials have repeatedly offered to release the detainees held in Khiam, as well as at least 20
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other Lebanese held in Israel, in exchange for the release of, or for information about, four
Israeli soldiers and a number of SLA members still missing in Lebanon.

Amnesty International believes that the Israell Government cannot disclaim
responsibility for the treatment and fate of the detainees in Khiam. Israel should clarify the
legal situation of these detainees. We are aware that many may have been involved in
violence agaimnst Israel and the SLA. However, if they are held exclusively to compel those
holding Israeli soldiers or SLLA members to release them, or to provide information about
them, they can only be regarded as hostages, and should therefore be released immediately
and unconditionally. In any case they should be protected from torture and ill-treatment
and allowed visits by families and the ICRC.

Amnesty International 1s also concerned about the fate of the missing Israeli soldiers
and SLA members. If they are stll alive and held as hostages, they too should be released
mmediately and unconditionally. They too should be protected from torture and
l-treatment and allowed wisits by families and the ICRC.

Mr Chairman,

During 1992, Palestinians - members of armed groups and others -- killed 19 Israeli
avilians. They also killed over 200 Palestinians, many of them suspected of "collaborating”
with the Israeli authorities. Some were interrogated and tortured before being put to death.
Palestinian leaders have condemned the torture and wanton killing of suspected
"collaborators', mncluding by issuing charters setting out rules of behaviour in the Occupied
Territories. However, Palestinian leaders seem generally to have endorsed the view that
"collaborators" may be punished with death if such punishment is approved by the top
leadership.

Amnesty International continues to urge the PLO and the Islamic Resistance
Movement (Hamas) to do all in their power to prevent attacks on Israell civilians and to
prevent the torture and arbitrary killing of alleged Palestinian 'collaborators'.  Last
December we condemned the taking as a hostage and subsequent killing by Hamas of
Border Policeman Nissim Toledano. Hostage-taking and such killings of prisoners, as well
as torture and attacks on defenceless civilians, are contrary to the most basic principles of
humanitarian law.

Amnesty International takes no position on political conflicts or on the legiimacy of
resorting to arms n pursuit of political aims. However, human rights violations and abuses
are indefensible and do not further the search for justice and peace. Amnesty International
calls on all governments and opposition groups mvolved i the Arab/Isracli conflict to
respect human rights and basic humanitarian standards.
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Mr Chairman,

We note that this Commussion has frequently condemned human rights violations by
Israel - indeed more often and more strongly than violations by many other countries. Yet,
serious violations continue to be committed by the Israeli authorities. As the principal
United Nations human rights body, this Commission has a special responsibility to address
persistent violations by governments, and should seek effective ways to ensure that Israel
mmplements its human rights obligations.

The Middle East peace talks are at a difficult stage. Amnesty International firmly
believes that unless the international community finds the political will to ensure universal
respect for human rights, justice and peace will remain elusive 1deals, in the Israeli-occupied

territories as elsewhere.

Thank you, Mr Chairman.
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