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In November 1993 Amnesty International published information on the imprisonment of Avraham
Klingberg who has been held in Ashkelon prison since 1983 following his conviction on charges
of espionage. Avraham Klingberg, who is aged 75, has been in very poor health for some time,
with hypertension and heart problems, and on 16 November suffered a stroke. Amnesty
International has now received a few further details regarding his state of health.

A medical report dated 9 December 1993 states that Dr Klingberg's blood pressure had
been steadily increasing in the latter half of 1993, rising to over 200/105. Following the stroke,
he suffered speech impairment, partial facial paralysis and partial loss of memory which,
according to the report, were improving. The report also stated that he had had one episode of
arrhythmia with a pulse rate of 160 per minute and noted advancing angina pectoris.

Avraham Klingberg is a doctor who specialized in bacteriology and worked at a
government-run biological institute. In January 1983 he "disappeared” after travelling to
Switzerland to attend a scientific conference and it was only in August 1993 that Israeli censors
permitted publication of some details of his case. Until then, his arrest was kept secret and he
was imprisoned under a false name. According to the press, he is reported to have had access
to secret projects linked to biological and chemical research. Much of Dr Klingberg's time in
prison has been spent in solitary confinement and for the first eight years of his imprisonment he
appears to have been held in total isolation. It was only two years ago that conditions were
relaxed somewhat and he was moved to a cell with one other prisoner.

Dr Klingberg was sentenced to 18 years' imprisonment following his arrest and is thus
not due for release until the year 2001. An independent doctor has apparently stated that
continued imprisonment could endanger his life. Amnesty International earlier expressed its
concern to the Israeli authorities about his prolonged solitary confinement and enquired about
the medical treatment he was receiving in prison. The organization is once more urging that
proper provision be made for his medical care and that, if this is not possible in Asheklon prison,
arrangements be made to treat him in a proper facility or for him to be released.

A prison medical committee is due to meet on or around 24 January 1994 to consider Dr
Klingberg's case.
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Summary

Avraham Marcus Klingberg is a 75-year-old prisoner with hypertension and heart problems who,
in November 1993, suffered a stroke. He is a doctor and bacteriologist who was arrested in
1983 and charged with espionage. His detention and trial remained officially secret until
recently and for much of his time in prison he has been held in solitary confinement. Amnesty
International has now learned that a medical committee is to meet later in January to consider
his case. Please see the attached.

Recommended Actions

Faxes, telegrams and letters are requested from medical professionals to the addresses below.
If you have previously written on Dr Klingberg's behalf, please state this in your letter and:

B say that you are again writing to raise the case of Dr Avraham Klingberg and to express
concern both at his state of health and at the very prolonged period of solitary
confinement he underwent

W seek information on the reasons for the secrecy surrounding his pre-trial detention and trial

B seek information about the medical treatment he is now receiving and also about the medical
care he was receiving prior to his stroke, in particular what efforts were made to control
his hypertension

W note that a medical committee is due to meet to consider his case in January 1994 and urge
that if proper care in not possible in Ashkelon prison, he be transferred to a facility where

he can receive the attention he requires, or be released

Addresses



Moshe Shahal

Minister of Police

Ministry of Police

5 Hahistadrut

Jerusalem 91209

Israel

Fax: 972-2-249-804

Telegrams: Moshe Shahal, Ministry of Police, Jerusalem, Israel

David Liba'i

Minister of Justice

Ministry of Justice

29 Salah al-Din Street

Jerusalem 91010

Israel

Fax: 972-2-708590

Telegrams: David Liba'i, Ministry of Justice, Jerusalem, Israel

Aryeh Bibi

Director

National Prison Authority

5 Hahistadrut Street

Jerusalem 94230

Israel

Fax: 972-2-249804

Telegrams: Aryeh Bibi, 5 Hahistadrut Street. Jerusalem, Israel

Dr Ziegelbaum

Medical Adviser to the National Prison Authority

National Prison Authority

5 Hahistadrut Street

Jerusalem 94230

Israel

Fax: 972-8-226-559

Dr Ziegelbaum, Medical Adviser, 5 Hahistadrut Street, Jerusalem, Israel



