
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PETITION TO RT HON TONY BLAIR MP 

 
FROM AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL SECTION DIRECTORS AND CHAIRS  

OF 51 COUNTRIES 

    

 

Rt Hon Tony Blair MP 

Prime Minister 

10 Downing Street 

London 

SW1A 2AA 
MDE14/055/2003 

 

30 March 2003 

Dear Prime Minister, 

As Directors and Chairs of Amnesty International (AI) Sections from 51 countries around the 

world, representing over 1.6 million international members, we are today gathered at 10 Downing 

Street to express our urgent concern over reported abuses of humanitarian law in the current military 

intervention in Iraq.  

 We acknowledge commitments already made by the UK authorities to abide by international 

standards in the current conflict. The United Kingdom government, of course, has ratified the four 

Geneva Conventions, their additional protocols and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal 

Court. 

 During the course of armed conflict, the UK must scrupulously adhere to these standards and 

investigate any alleged violations.  Moreover, it must use its influence to ensure that other parties to 

the conflict, in particular its partners in the coalition, also respect international standards and in 

particular international humanitarian law as required by Article 1 of the 1949 Geneva Conventions. 

 AI members around the world are deeply concerned about the human rights and humanitarian 

implications of the current military action in Iraq.  As their representatives we wish to raise the 

following concerns:  

 AI is concerned about the increase in Iraqi civilian casualties in the war, some of which may 

have been caused by a failure to distinguish between military and civilian objects or by the 

use of indiscriminate weapons. We request information on precautions put in place by the UK 

and other forces to protect civilians from military attack.  There must be immediate and 

impartial investigations into all allegations of unlawful killings of civilians during the conflict 

in Iraq. 

 AI is concerned that the recent targeting of media outlets in Iraq may be in breach of the 

Protocol 1 of the Geneva Conventions which forbids attacks on non-military targets. In the 

absence of evidence that the television station, recently bombed in Baghdad, was being used 

for a direct and concrete military purpose, AI considers this attack unlawful. The UK 

authorities must indicate to their coalition partners that such attacks are impermissible. 
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 We ask the UK government for assurances that it is not using inherently indiscriminate 

weapons, in particular that it is refraining from using cluster bombs and from directly or 

indirectly assisting the USA or other parties to the conflict in using anti-personnel landmines 

and cluster bombs. Depleted uranium weapons should also not be used, in the absence of a 

conclusive study on their long-term effects. 

 The UK government must provide assurances that all detainees, including Prisoners of War, 

are being treated humanely, are not being interrogated against their will and are not subjected 

to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. 

 AI also demands that the UK government do everything feasible to meet the humanitarian 

needs of the civilian population.  Essential supplies must reach Iraqi civilians in need. 

Having commenced military operations in Iraq, the UK Government and its coalition partners will 

be judged by the extent to which the needs and rights of Iraqi civilians are put at the centre of the 

military campaign and its aftermath. As we present this appeal, AI members are taking action globally 

to protect civilians during the current conflict and have issued appeals in relation to all parties to the 

conflict. We trust that you will take all measures to address the issues raised above and we ask you to 

publicly convey the UK government’s commitment to human rights and humanitarian standards.  We 

trust equally that you will do everything in your power to seek such commitments from your coalition 

partners.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mara Moustafine 

Director 

AI Australia 

 

 

Russell Thirgood 

Chair 

AI Australia 

 

Heinz Patzelt 

Director 

AI Austria 

 

 

Linda Sepulveda 

Chair 

AI Austria 

 

Jan Brocatus 

Director 

AI Belgium  

 

 

Bruno Tubyens 

Chair 

AI Belgium  

 

Philipe Hensmans 

Director 

AI Belgium 

 

 

Ruth Schmitz 

Chair  

AI Belgium  

 

Francis Dako 

Director 

AI Benin 

 

 

Jean-Baptiste Gnonhoue  

Chair 

AI Benin 

Lucy Attride Sterling  

Chair 

AI Bermuda 

Bob Goodfellow                     

Director 

AI Canada  
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Deborah Smith 

Chair 

AI Canada 

 

 

Michel Frenette 

Director 

AI Canada 

 

Julian Gruda 

Chair 

AI Canada 

 

 

Sergio Laurenti 

Director 

AI Chile 

Carmen Ibanez Castro 

Chair 

AI Chile 

 

 

Ernest Ekpoue 

Director 

AI Cote d'Ivoire 

 

Ali Outtara 

Chair 

AI Cote d’Ivoire 

 

 

Lars Normann 

Director 

AI Denmark 

Carsten Fenger 

Chair 

AI Denmark 

 

 

Fridi Nielsen 

Director 

AI Faroe Islands 

Annika Solvaris 

Chair 

AI Faroe Islands 

 

 

Frank Johansson 

Director 

AI Finland 

Petri Merenlahti 

Chair 

AI Finland 

 

 

David Friboulet 

Director 

AI France 

Francis Perrin 

Chair 

AI France 

 

 

Barbara Lochbihler 

Director  

AI Germany 

Erika Schulze 

Chair 

AI Germany 

 

 

Ofori Adusei 

Director 

AI Ghana 

Kostis Papaioannou 

Chair 

AI Greece 

 

 

Rosana Narine 

Chair 

AI Guyana 

Bella Luk 

Director 

AI Hong Kong 

 

Sarah Carmichael  

Chair 

AI Hong Kong 
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Sean Love 

Director 

AI Ireland 

 

 

Bernadette McGonigle 

Chair  

AI Ireland 

Mia Hasenson 

Chair 

AI Israel 

 

 

Elisabeta Noli 

Chair 

AI Italy 

Makoto Teranaka 

Director 

AI Japan 

 

 

Mitsuhiro Wada 

Chair 

AI Japan 

Oh Wan Ho 

Director 

AI Republic of Korea 

 

 

GoEuntae 

Chair 

AI Republic of Korea 

Dominique du Fays 

Chair 

AI Luxembourg 

 

 

Carlos Mario Gomez 

Director 

AI Mexico 

Astrid Juarez 

Board member 

AI Mexico 

 

 

Mohammed Sektoui 

Director 

AI Morocco 

Fatima Yasin 

Chair 

AI Morocco 

 

 

Raju Sarkar 

Director 

AI Nepal 

Pradip Pokharel 

Chair 

AI Nepal 

 

 

David Vriesendorp 

Director 

AI Netherlands 

Lilian Goncalves Ho-Kang You 

Chair 

AI Netherlands 

 

 

Ced Simpson 

Director 

AI New Zealand 

Susanne Blowers 

Chair  

AI New Zealand 

 

 

David Omozuafoh 

Vice-Chair 

AI Nigeria 

Petter Eide 

Director 

AI Norway 

 

Jon Ekeland  

Chair 

AI Norway 
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Teresa Carpio 

Director 

AI Peru 

 

 

Sergio Meza 

Chair 

AI Peru 

Jessica Soto 

Director 

AI Philippines 

 

 

Wilson Lucente 

Board member 

AI Philippines 

Goha Zdunek 

Director 

AI Poland 

 

 

Malgorzata Wasilewska 

Chair  

AI Poland 

Claudia Pedra 

Director 

AI Portugal 

 

 

Vitor Nogueira 

Chair of AGM 

AI Portugal 

Margarita Sanchez de Leon 

Director  

AI Puerto Rico 

 

 

Carlos Agustin Muniz-Osorio 

Chair 

AI Puerto Rico 

Seydi Gassama 

Director 

AI Senegal 

 

 

Demba Cire Bathily 

Chair 

AI Senegal 

Isaac Lappia 

Director 

AI Sierra Leone 

 

 

Mamie Aruna 

Chair 

AI Sierra Leone 

Natasa Posel 

Director 

AI Slovenia 

 

 

Branka Emersic 

Chair  

AI Slovenia 

Eva Suarez Llanos 

Chair 

AI Spain 

 

 

Carl Soderbergh 

Director 

AI Sweden 

Hanna Roberts  

Chair 

AI Sweden 

 

 

Daniel Bolomey 

Director 

AI Switzerland 

Daniel Garcia 

Chair 

AI Switzerland 

 

Dan Tsai 

Chair 

AI Taiwan 
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Alphonse Hume 

Director 

AI Tanzania 

 

Israel Magesa 

Chair 

AI Tanzania 

Gaglo Kwasi Allotey 

Chair 

AI Togo 

 

 

Hachemi Ben Frej 

Director 

AI Tunisia 

Habib Marsit 

Chair 

AI Tunisia 

 

 

Kate Allen 

Director 

AI UK 

Linda Wilkinson 

Chair 

AI UK 

 

 

Nicolas Guigou 

Director 

AI Uruguay 

Ivahanna Larrosa  

Chair  

AI Uruguay 

 

 

Bill Schulz 

Director  

AI USA 

Linda Hartke 

Chair 

AI USA 

 

 

Marcos Gomez 

Director 

AI Venezuela 

Alvaro Briceno 

Chair 

AI Venezuela 

 

 

Dick Oosting 

Director 

European Union Office 

Katja Majamaa 

Chair 

European Union Office 

 

 

Paola Valeri 

Editorial de Amnistia Internacional 

Spain 

Paul Hoffman  

Chair 

International Executive Committee 

 

 

Irene Khan 

Secretary General  

Amnesty International 

 

  


