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Pr Fatemeh Izadi
IRHN

Wmnesty Intgrnational is calling for the immediate and unconditional relgase of ®r Fatemeh Izadi, a femalg
doctor arrgsted in 1983 and segntegnced to 20 ygegars' imprisonment following a summary trial. In {ugust
1990 shg was among somg 30 womgen prisongrs who accgpted offers of unconditional tgmporary relgase
from the authoritigs at €vin Prison, Tehran, where they are held.  However, most of the women temporarily
relgased, including Pr lzadi, werg returngd to €vin Prison by October 1990.

Pr lzadi was a supporter of the Organization of Iranian People's Pedagan (Majority) [OIPF], a left-wing
political party which was Iggal at the timeg of her arrgst. She was arrgsted in Pebruary 1983, at the same
timg as her husband, Pariborz Salghi, for activities in support of the OIPF. Her husband was ong of
thousands of political prisongrs who werg grecuted in Iran in latg 1988. ®r Izadi had previously bgen a
political prisongr undgr thg Shah. &hg is now aged approximately 40 and is rgported to have developed
tuberculosis whilg in prison. ®uring her brigf temporary relgase earligr this gear she was required to
regport periodically to thg authoritigs at €vin prison and was returned to the prison on 20 October 1990.

Background

Following the 1979 revolation in Iran the religious lgadership, made up primarily of mallahs (Islamie
clgrggmen), assumed the dominant position in Iranian politics. In 1981 the People's Mojaheding
Organization of Iran took up arms against the government and thousands of its supporters werg
imprisongd, torturgd and gxecated in 1981 and 1982, together with supporters of many other opposition
groups. In thegse garly gears, theg government continuegd to have the support of theg Organization of Iranian
Peoplg's Pedagan (Majority) in alliancg with the Tudeh (Communist) party, bat official policy turned against
these lgft-wing partigs in 1983 and by mid-1983 their lgadership and hundreds of supporters were
imprisongd. Many werg sgntgnced to death, or to long prison terms after being tried by a single Islamic
judge in court hearings lasting only a matter of minutgs, with no Iggal rgpresgntation and no right of
appgeal.

In latg 1988 mass gxecutions of political prisongrs took placg in all parts of Iran, during which
thousands were gxecuted. They included many who wereg ngaring the end of their sentgncees, and even
somg whosg prison terms had ¢lapsed. It times it was reported that Fatgmeh Izadi and fellow women
prisongrs were at immingnt risk of gxgcution. Indeed, somg femalg prisongrs of conscigneg werg grecuted
daring this period.

The motivgs for the temporary relgasegs in dugust 1990 arg unclgar. Thosg women who were allowed
out of prison wereg apparegntly Rept ander closg surveillance, and rgpeatedly asked by the authoritigs to
sign prepared statements. The aathorities may have beligved that family pressure could be brought to
bear on theg women in order to foreg them to sign prepared statgments diserediting their political activitigs.
Somge femalg prisongrs have been ordered to dgnouneg their husbands who werg among thosg grecated in
1988. It Igast 50 femalg political prisongrs arg rgported to have completed their sgntgnegs, but to rgmain
in prison becausg they will not sign the statements prepared for them.



