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eXTRMU 76/02 Fear of Immingnt Floggding 1 October 2002

IRANPariush (m), aged 24, German-Iranian dual national
Mghdi (m), aged 20
Javad (m), aged 18
Mohammad & (m), aged 22
Pavoud N (m)
Alirgza T (m)
Hossein ® (m)

Hamid 9 (m)

Mojtaba {3 (m)

Hossegin Mojahed (m), mgmber of the Islamic Iran Participation Front (Jebhe-ge Mosharekat-¢ lran-¢
Eslami)

Mojtaba tleydari (m), member of the Islamic Revolution Mojahedin Organization (Sazman-¢
Mojahedin-g Englab-¢ Eslam))

{Imnesty Intgrnational is concgrned that glgvgn men, involved in four sgparatg incidegnts, may be at risk of
immingnt flogging. fdecording to a rgport on 24 Sgptgmber in theg Persian language daily /ran, Pariush,
Mehdi and Javad, Iranians regsident in Hamburg, Germany, were gach segntenced to 64 lashegs and ordered
to pay a fing of 10 million Iranian Rials (US$1250) in damaggs, after reportedly filming women in cegntral
Tehran as part of documentary on social life in Iran. The three were also prohibited from Igaving Iran,
pending complgtion of further investigations regarding their activitigs.

Wecording to another rgport on 24 Sgptember, printed in the daily newspaper, E€femad (Trust),
Mohammad &, Pavoud N and {lirgza T werg handed down flogging sgntgncgs in conngetion with drugging
individuals and later stealing thegir cars. Mohammad & was sgntgnced to 70 lashgs, thrge years'
imprisonment and a fing of two million Rials (US$250), whilg Pavoud N and {lirgza T were gach sentenced
to six years' imprisonment and 30 lashgs. {lecording to a 24 Sgptgmber rgport in the daily Qods
(Jerusalgm) ngwspaper, an appgal court in thg northgastern Rhorasan provineg has uphgld sgntgncgs of
20 ygars' imprisonment and 174 lashgs sgntgncgs passed on Hossgin P, Hamid € and Mojtaba 1, in
conngetion with robbery.

The interngt ngws servieg Pagk-¢ Iran (The Iran Courigr), quoting Iran's statg ngws ageney, regported on 30
Sgptegmber that a court in the western city of Hamedan has sgntgneed Hossein Mojahed to 30 months'
imprisonment and to 74 lashes in conngetion with dgfamation and "inciting the public". The same court
regportedly also sgntgnced Mojtaba Hgydari to six month's imprisonment and 74 lashgs in conngetion with
similar charggs. The sgntgnegs arg subjeet to appeal within 21 dags.

BHACRGROUND INFORMWTION

In thg coursg of this year, Amngsty Intgrnational has recorded at Igast 39 casgs of flogging, many of them
in publie. The trug figurg may be significantly higher. In 1997 the United Nations commission on human
rights stated that "corporal punishment [such as flogging] can amount to crugl, inhuman or deggrading
punishment, or gven to torturg". Vaguegly worded provisions in Iran's Penal Codeg undgrming the full
grereisg of the lggal and proteeted right to fregdom of opinion and grpression, and providg for flogging in
conngetion with "incitement" allggations. The statgments madg by Hossein Mojahed and Mojtaba Heydari



which Igd to their sgntgnce were reportedly in support of the currgntly imprisongd writgr and prisongr of
conscigneg, Hashegm ghajari, who reeently faced a closed trial on various charggs including insulting
the clgrgy. Tig has not yet been found guilty, though statements by the two convicted megn were found to
"incite" the publie.

RECOMMENPED HUCTION: Please send appeals to arrivg as quickly as possible, in €nglish, Prench,
Persian or your own language:

- grpressing concgrn at rgports that the glgven peoplg named above magy be flogged immingntly;

- urging thegse and other flogging sentgncegs be annullgd in ling with Iran's obligations under {rticlg 7 of
the Integrnational Convegnant of Civil and Political Rights ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party. {rticle 7 of
the ICCPR states that "No ong shall beg subjected to torturg or to erugl, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment";

- urging the Forgign Ministry to issug an immediate and open invitation to the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on Torturg to carry out a full review of court proegduregs and sgntgneing where flogging in
involved;

- urging the judicial authoritigs to implgment a moratorium on theg usg of flogging, which is a crugl,
inhuman and deggrading punishment, with a vigw to its gvgntual abolition;

- sgeking details of theg charggs in gach of theg casgs above, querying whether the chargegs constituted
rgcognizablg criminal offencgs undgr intgrnational law and whether gach was tried according to

intgrnationally acegpted standards for fair trial.

Appedlssd TO:

lsgader of the Islamie Republie

His €xegllgney dyatollah dayed '{li Rhamengi,
The Presidency, Palesting Wvenue, Hzerbaijan
Intgrsgetion, Tehran, Islamic Republie of Iran
Telggrams:fdyatollah Khamengi, Tehran, Iran
€mail: wgbmaster@wilagah.org (‘For the
attgntion of the office of tlis Exegligney,
Hyatollah al Udhma Rhamengi, Qom")
Salutation: Your €xegllgncy

President

His Exegllgney Hojjatolgslam  val Moslgmin
Sayed Mohammad Rhatami

The Presidency, Palgsting Wvenug

Hzgrbaijan Intersection,  Tehran,  Islamic
Republic of Iran

Telggrams: Presidgnt Rhatami, Tehran, Iran
€-mail: Rhatami@president.ir (please re-send if
gour megssage is returngd)

Salutation: Your Exeeligney

Head of the Judiciary

His €xcgllgncy {lyatollah Mahmoud Hashgmi
Shahrudi

Ministry of Justice, Park-¢ Shahr, Tehran, Islamic
Republic of Iran

Telggrams:  flgad of Judiciary, Tehran, Iran

€mail: irjpr@iranjudiciarg.org ("For the
attention of the office of tlis E€xeellgney,
Hyatollah Mahmoud Hashegmi dhahradi™;)
Salutation: Your Exeglligney

copies TO:

Minister of Foregign (ffairs

His E€xeellency Ramal Rharrazi, Ministry of
Foreign ffairs, Sheikh Ibdolmajid Reshk-¢
Mesri dvenug, Tehran, Islamic Republie of Iran
Telggrams: Minister of Forgign dffairs,
Tehran, Iran

Faxes: + 98 21 390 1999 ("Carg of the Human
Rights Pepartment, Forgign Ministry)
Salutation: Your €xegligney

Parliamentary Committege
Chairperson, drticle 90
(Homisgon-¢ 1Isl-¢ Navad)
Majlgs-¢  Shura-yg €Eslami, Imam Rhomegini
Wvenug, Tehran, Islamic Republie of Iran
Telggrams: Majlgs, Tghran, Iran

Faxes: + 98 21 646 1746 (Can be difficult to
regach, plgasg be patignt)

Salutation: Pear dir

Commission

and to diplomatic regprgsentatives of Iran
aceregdited to your country.
Pledsde SEND HPPEfls IMMEPINTCLY.



