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  Martin Ennals Award: Colombian Human Rights Defender receives 
most prestigious award of human rights movement 

 
 
(Geneva) The Martin Ennals Foundation is presenting today the 10th edition of the most prestigious 

human rights movement award to Alirio Uribe Muñoz, of the José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers' Collective 

(Colombia). The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Sergio Vieira de Mello, will hand over the 

award to the Colombian human rights defender at a ceremony in Geneva to be broadcast live by Swiss 

Television, at which Barbara Hendriks will participate and sing.  

 

  Alirio Uribe receives the award for his work for more than 10 years with victims of human 

rights violations in Colombia. 

   

  "The award is a clear message of recognition and hope for all the human rights defenders, 

who - like Alirio - risk their lives every day in denouncing grave violations of human rights and 

humanitarian law and by fighting against impunity that is rampant in their country," Amnesty International 

said.   

 

  In Colombia, 10 members of non-governmental organisations and 150 trade unionists 

were murdered in 2001; "85% of these crimes have been committed by army-backed paramilitary forces". 

The work of human rights defenders is indispensable in the light of massive violations of human rights: in 

2001 alone, there were more than 4000 political killings, 300 cases of disappearances, over 360.000 

forced displacements and 1,700 people were kidnapped, while the situation during 2002 continued to 

deteriorate. 
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