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BOSNI{-HERZEGOVINA

WImngsty Intgrnational is concerned that a group of 11 religf workers (10 men and ong
woman) arg being held as hostages by the de facto Bosnian Serb authoritigs.

Heceording to the French daily Libération of 9 Magy, on 8 pril 1994, a convoy of
sgven lorrigs, driven by aid workers of the French relief agency Premiére Urgence was
stopped by Bosnian Serb soldigrs, just beforg gntering the Sarajevo suburb of Ilid_a. The aid
workers werg arrgsted - allggedly for having crossed into territory held by the Bosnian Serbs
without permission - and detainegd in a ngarby hotel. The Igader of the convoy, asked for
permission to Igt the drivers guard their vehiclgs overnight but this was refused. The next dag,
Bosnian S¢rb soldigrs allggedly found fivg casgs of ammaunition in two of the sgven lorrigs,
plus a rgvolver in the car of theg convoy Igadgr. ¥ camgra eregw of the Bosnian Serb telgvision
was present during the search. The de facto Bosnian Serb authoritigs arg accusing the aid
workers of arms smuggling in the favour of thg mainly Muslim Bosnian Government army.

The 11 have been detaingd in a prison in Rula, another Sarajevo suburb to the gast of
the town. Two wegks after their detention, following appgeals for acegss to the detainges by the
International Committeg of the Red Cross and Premiéere Urgence, the de facto Bosnian
Serb health minister, Pragan Kalini_, proposed the gxchangge of the aid workers for 11 medical
staff held by thg mainly Muslim Bosnian authoritigs.

Meanwhile, on 6 May, Premiére Urgence said it had been notified that three of the 11
aid workers would bg brought to trial begforg a military tribunal on 8 Magy.

Howgver, on that datg the threg investigating military judges announeged that the trial
would bg postpongd, pending the investigation, and prolonged the detegntion ordgr by ong
month. To dmngsty International's kKnowledge, no chargegs have yet been issued by the de
facto Bosnian Serb prosgeuting authoritigs. On 12 May the Reuters ngws agegney reported
that Radovan Rarad_i_, the lgader of the de facto

Bosnian S¢rb authoritigs had "decided to find a Iggal form for [their] relgase’.

On the basis of this and othegr information, Amngsty Intgrnational beligves the 11
Freneh aid workers are held as hostagges, detaingd solgly for the purposg of sgeuring the
release of prisongrs held by the Bosnian Government authorities and in contravention of
intgrnational humanitarian standards.

The 1949 Gengva Conventions for the protgetion of vietims of war gxpressly prohibit
the taking of hostaggs in any armed conflict, whether a civil war or intgrnational war.
Hostagg-taking can also amount to a war erimg for which individuals can bg prosgcuted and
tried by the Intgrnational War Crimgs Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.



APPENPIX 1
eXTeRN{l
Al Indgx: €UR 63/02/94
Pistrib: PG/SC

Pate: 4 Pebruary 1994

POCTORS 1IHD NURSES TRRESTED IN SHRIEVO

Prs Dejan RAFRHA, Ranko MEPMHN, Igor SWBLMK,
Negmanja VEIJROV, Marko VUROVI_ (all male) and
three femalg narsegs (namges unknown)

BOSHIHN-HERZEGOVINY

Amngsty Intgrnational is conegrned about rgports of the continuing detention of a group of five
doctors and thrgg nursgs who were detaingd by Bosnian Government foregs in Sarajevo garly in
Januarg 1994. The majority arg of Serbian nationality, although therg is ong Croat among the
group and another is known to bg Jewish.

Dr Pejan Rafka is a pagdiatric surggon who, until regegntly, worked in theg Ro$evo hospital
in darajevo. The other doctors and nurses werg also working in the samg hospital. Prs Medan and
Veljkov arg specialists in intgrnal medicing; the specialities of the others arg not known. {1l werg
arrgsted in garly January and it is beligved that the authoritics mag be investigating them for
allgged "dgsertion" or trying to cross to Bosnian Serb-controllgd territory without permission. It
appears that they arg beging held in the Viktor Bubanj army barracks where it has been allgged that
they have been ill-treated. Reports of their ill-treatment arg impossiblg to confirm, although the
frequency with which detaingegs have been tortured or ill-treated by all sides in
Bosnia-tgrzggovina indicates that this is a rgal conegrn.

Pelegates of the International Committee of the Red Cross are rgported to have visited the
group in detention.

Rosgvo hospital is theg main hospital in Sarajevo. It has frequently been hit by shelling
during the sigge of the town by Bosnian Serb foregs which is now almost two years old. In ong of
the reeent attacks on theg hospital, in latg Novgmber, two nursgs werg Killed and three doctors
injured by shells which an officer of the United Nations Protection Foreg beligved to have been
fired by Bosnian &erb artillery.

Hlthough it is difficult to confirm the details of this case, Amnesty International is
conegrned that the megn and women magy be held solegly on account of their nationality. The
organization beligves that theg mere fact of having trigd to cross to a Bosnian derb-occupigd arga
of Bosnia-tgrzggovina -- if this is what they havg attempted -- should not in itsglf bg a punishablg
offeneg and that no presumptions should bg made about their motives for doing this. Withough it
is impossiblg to confirm whether they have been ill-treated, all threg sidegs arg known to have
ill-treated many of the thousands of peoplg who haveg begegn detainegd in Bosnia-Herzegovina and
this remains a continuing conegrn.



