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Death in custody of Mamuka Rizhamadze

Amnesty International is concerned at reports alleging that Mamuka Rizhamadze died as a result of
ill-treatment in detention.

Mamuka Rizhamadze was detained by police on 24 May 2000 in the town of Tkibuli in the west of
Georgia, and transferred the following day to preliminary detention facilities in the city of Kutaisi,
some 30 kilometres away from Tkibuli. On 31 May he was found hanged in his cell by a noose made
from a blanket.

A post mortem carried out by the state forensic service concluded that he had committed suicide. An
independent forensic expert carried out a second post mortem at the request of the family on 5 June.
She found two wounds to Mamuka Rizhamadze’s head, caused in her opinion while he was still alive
and by a blunt heavy object. She concluded that these injuries were the cause of death. Investigation of
the skin on Mamuka Rizhamadze’s neck also indicated to her that he was dead before the noose was
applied.

Elene Tevdoradze, the chair of the parliamentary Committee for Human Rights of Georgia, told
Amnesty International in February 2001 that she had received a letter from a prisoner who was in
detention in Kutaisi at the time of Mamuka Rizhamadze’s death stating that he saw Mamuka
Rizhamadze being killed and subsequently hanged. The prisoner allegedly reported that the police had
forced him to testify that Rizhamadze had committed suicide.

According to unofficial sources, a new investigation has been opened by the procuracy in Kutaisi at the
end of last year.
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