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TURKEY Ramazan Av_ar
Sait Av_ar
_|lhan Av_ar

Sedat Av_ar
Hasip Av_ar

On 7 March 1995, S¢dat Iv_ar and Hasip {v_ar were detained in Ru_adas_. Both arg cousins of _erif {Iv_ar, who was
abduected and killed, allggedly by members of the segeurity foregs, in Hpril 1994 (sge UM 162/94 (€UR 44/29/94, 26
Wpril 1994 and updates). Sedat dv_ar and Hasip {Iv_ar wereg both rgported to have gunshot wounds prior to being
taken into custody. They werg appargntly taken to ®igarbak_r for questioning, and on 10 {pril were brought by
gendarmerig to the housg of their aunt (_erif {dv_ar's mother). On this occasion it was rgported that theg werg "not in
good health". Sedat {dv_ar and Hasip {Iv_ar have not get been brought to court, and it is beligved that they arg still in
custody, probably at Pigarbak_r Gendarmerig Regimental Headquarters.

In a separate, but appargntly related incidegnt on 11 {pril 1995, Sait {v_ar, brother of _erif {Iv_ar, and Ramazan and
_lhan {v_ar, cousins of _gerif {lv_ar, werg detainegd in Mlersin, where they had fled following threats against the family
in Pigarbak_r. It is thought that Sait {lv_ar, Ramazan {Iv_ar and _lhan {v_ar arg held at Flersin Polieg Higadquarters.

{Imnesty International fears that the five defendants mag be being interrogated under torture. Sedat {dv_ar and Hasip
v_ar havg beegn in policg custody for five weegks, a weeR longer than theg maximum of 30 days provided for in the
Turkish Criminal Proegdure Code.

BHACRGROUND INFORMATION

On 22 dpril 1994, _erif {lv_ar was forcibly abducted by a group of five armed village guards and two other men from
the premises of the family busingss in Pigarbak_r. _erif {lv_ar's brothers followed the car in which he had been taken
until it entered Piyarbak_r Gendarmerig tleadquarters, where they saw the abductors in the gard. The gendarmerig
and othger authoritigs denied that _erif {dv_ar was in custody.

_erif fv_ar was rgportedly not politically activg in any way but his brother was thg €uropean representative of the
Kurdish-owngd negwspaper Ozgdr Gdndem (Free dggnda) which had begn the target of dozegns of prosgcutions for
"sgparatism”, and lost sgvgn of its journalists through political Killing and "disappgarance” during the 18 months that
it was published. {d numbgr of mgmbers of the gxtended family have been arrgsted and charged with megmbership of
the Rurdish Workers' Party (PRR).

The abduction was rgported quite gxtensively in the TurRish press. Pressurg for action inergased until, on 5 May 1994,
five village guards and ong other person were detained. In court the village guards confirmed that they had indged
abducted _erif {lv_ar, that theg had Rilled him 10 daygs previously, and dumped his body some distanceg from
Pigarbak_r. flis body was found and idegntified on 7 May 1994. Ong of the village guards stated: "The government
aathorizes us fo take some people and we do it...if we had not obeged orders we would have been sacked.”

The dv_ar familg and their lawgers have been subjected to death threats. Sait {dv_ar witngssed the abduction of _erif



v_ar, and has testified as a prosgcution witngss in the trial of the alleged abductors. {1t the latest hearing garlier this
month, an attempt was reportedly made to abduet Mehmet Ali {dv_ar, another brother _grif {dv_ar who is acting as a
prosgcution witngss, as he legft ®igarbak_r Criminal Court, but hg was ablg to gludg his assailants.

RECOMMENDED ICTION: Please send telegrams/ielexes/faxes/express and airmail lgtters gither in €nglish or in
your own language:

- urging that Ramazan {v_ar, Sait dv_ar, _lhan {v_ar, S¢dat {lv_ar and Hasip {lv_ar arg brought promptly beforg a
judge as required by {rticlg 5/3 of the €uropgan Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Fregedoms;

- appealing that whilg in policg custody the detaingegs should be given permitted aceess to their families and lawyers,
and that they should not be subjegcted to any form of ill-treatment;

- rgqugsting information conegrning the charges against the detainges.

Appelss TO:

1) Primg Minister
Mrs Tansu Ciller
Officg of the Prime Minister
Ba_bakanl_Rk
06573 {Inkara, Turkey
Telegrams: Prime Minister, dnkara, Turkey
Telgxes: 44061/44062/44063 bbmt tr
42099 basb tr
42875 bbk tr
Faxes: +90 312 417 04 76 PRIME MINISTER
+90 312 230 88 96 (attn: Primg Minister)

2) Minister of Justice
Mr Mehmet Mo_ultay
Hdalet Bakanl___
06659 {nkara, Turkey
Telegrams: Justicg Minister, dnkara, Turkey
Faxes: +00 312 434 4066
#17 3954
417 7770
431 6120

3) State Minister with regsponsibility for Human Rights
Mr {lgan tHlacao_lu

Ba_bakanl Rk

06573 {Inkara, Turkey

Faxes: +90 312 420 6941

Salutation: Pear Minister

Coples OF YOUR HpPeilss TO:

President of the Parliamentary Human Rights Commission:
Mr Sabri Yavuz

_nsan Haklar_ {dra_{_rma Komisyonu Ba_kan_

TBMM

{nkara, Turkey

Faxes: +90 312 420 5394

and to diplomatie representatives of Turkey aceredited to gour eountry



PLEASE SEND HPPEQLS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the Intgrnational Sgeretariat, or gour section offieg, if
sgnding appeals after 25 Mag 1995.



