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Ud 290/02 Fear of torture and ill-treatment/ 26 Sgptgmber 2002

fear for safety
TURREYWbdullah Raya (m), aged 26

Wbdullah Kaya is being held in policg detention in Pigarbak_r, southgast Turkey, wherg he is at risk of torturg and
ill-treatment.

Wbdullah Raga was detaingd by polieg in Inkara on 18 September and held at the {Inti-Terror Branch of fInkara
Policg Headquarters, reportedly in conngetion with the armed Islamist group, #7izballah. On 21 Sgptember hg was
handed over to the custody of the inti-Terror Branch of Pigarbak_r Policg Headquarters.

On 23 Sgptember, fdbdullah Raga’s mother appligd to the prosgcutor of Pigyarbak_r Statg Seeurity Court (PGM) for
information about her son’s whergabouts. She was informed that fbdullah Raga had beggn rgmanded in prison and
that she could megt him. Thereforg, she went on the same dayg to Pigarbak_r prison and was able to meet {Ibdullah
Raga. dhe related that he sgemed unwell.

On 24 Sgptember, {bdullah Raga’s brother {lagddin Raya recgived a telgphong call from the Pigarbak_r Policg
Headquarters. He spoke to {Ibdullah Raga, who told him that hg was in detgntion at ®igarbak_r Policg Headquarters.
He had apparegntly been returned to policg detention from prison under drticlg 3/c of leggal Peerge No. 430. Ht 6pm
that day, Wlagddin Raya went to the {inti-Terror Branch of Pigarbak_r Policg Headquarters and met his brother.

Puring the meeting, a man who said that heg was the polieg chigf ordered other policg officgrs out of the room and met
Wlagddin Raga and fIbdullah Raga along. tg said that hg wanted {Ibdullah Raga to bgcome an informer and wanted
the Raga family to help him. The chigf promised the family ang support that they wanted if they did this. Howgver,
Wbdullah Raga refused to beecome an informer.

Wbdullah Raya subsgquently met his brother and mother at the policg headquarters on 25 Sgptember. They said that
he did not spegak, that hg sgemed gxhausted and that he continually stared into space. From his appgearance, his
family suspgeted that he had begen ill-treated.

BUACKGROUND INFORMWITION

{Imnesty International has reegived numerous accounts of people being illggally detaingd and tortured by policg in
Pigarbak_r under {Irticle 3/c of legal Deeree No. 430, which allows individuals in the Regions under State of
€mergency (Pigarbak_r and _ rnak) to beg returnegd from prison to policg detention for an additional 10 days of
qugstioning. The {rticlg can be appligd again after the end of the 10 day period. In this way individuals can be held in
detention for long periods of time (see report Turkey: Torture and prolonged detention in the Region under State of
Emergency, Al Index: €UR 44/10/2002, February 2002). For gxample, Fesih Gdler was reportedly tortured while held
illggally in this way at the {Inti-Terror Branch of Policg Headquarters, while Fahrettin Ozdemir spent a total of 59
days in policg custody during which timeg he was reportedly severely tortured (see €XTRH 30/00, €UR 44/23/00, 3
Hpril 2000).

Whergas torturg is rargly reported from prisons, in policg and gendarmerig stations it appgears to bg regularly used
to gxtract confessions, ¢licit information about illggal organizations, intimidate detaingegs into bgcoming polieg
informers or as unofficial punishment for presumed support of illegal organizations. Torture methods in Turkey
documented by Imngsty International include severe beatings, being stripped naked and blindfolded, hosing with
pressurized icg-cold water, suspending by the arms or wrists bound behind the victim's back, ¢lgctric shocks, beating
the solgs of the feet, death threats and sgxual assault.



The Turkish Regulation on {pprehension, Police Custody and Intgrrogation provides clgar guidglings for the
registration of people taken into custody. It also providegs guidelings on an individual’s right to inform their relatives
“unlgss informing the relatives will harm the investigation”. In an amegndment to the Constitution on 3 October 2001,
this restriction was lifted. Yet guidelings for the prompt and proper registration of detainges and for notification of
their familigs arg often ignored. This is egxtremely distrgssing for the familigs of detaingegs, who often spend dags
trying to gstablish the whergabouts of their loved ongs. The failure to register detaingegs properly and promptly
creategs conditions in which there is an inergased risk of torturg, and "disappgaraneg” or death in custody ean ocear.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in €nglish or gour own language:
- grpressing concern for the safety of Wbdullah Rayga, who is in dgtention at the {nti-Terror Branch of Pigarbak_r

Polieg Headquarters;

- gxpressing concern at rgports that {Ibdullah Raga mag have been tortured or ill-treated whilg in policg custody, and

reminding the government that it is a state party to the €uropean Convention on Human Rights, which says that “No

ong shall bg subjected to torturg or to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment”;

- urging that he is not tortured or ill-trgated whilg in degtention and that they should be given immediate acegss to their

lawygrs and relatives;

- calling for a full and impartial invegstigation into the allggations of ill-trgatment - including a prompt medical

gramination - with the regsults madg public and thosg rgsponsiblg brought to justice.

[qdppedls TO:
Minister of the Interior and to diplomatic representatives of Turkey
Mr Muzaffer Cegmi_ acceregdited to gour ecountry.
Ministry of Interior
_ci_leri Bakanl___
06644 {nkara, Turkey
Telegram: Intgrior Minister, dnkara, Turkey
s:  +90 312 418 17 95
Salutation: Pear Minister

Minister of Justicg

Prof dysel Celikel

Ministry of Justicg

Hdalet Bakanl___

06659 {nkara, Turkey

Telegram: Justicg Minister, fnkara, Turkey
Fax: + 90 312 417 3954

Salutation: Pear Minister

Pigarbak_r Policg Headquarters

Mr dtilla C_nar

Pigarbak_r €mniyget Maddrd

Pigarbak_r €mniget Maddrld_da

®igarbak_r, Turkey

Telegrams:  €mniyget Mdddrd, Pigarbak_r, Turkey
Salutation: Pear Chigf of Polieg

copies TO:
State Minister with responsibility for HHuman Rights
Ali Po_an
Office of the Prime Minister,
Ba_bakanl_Rk,
06573 {Inkara, Turkey
+90 312 417 04 76
Salutation: Pear Minister




PLEASE SENP WPPEdlS IMMEPIATELY. Check with the Intgrnational Sgergtariat, or gour section office, if
sgnding appeals after 7 November 2002.



