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Further information on UA 50/96 (EUR 11/03/96, 28 February 1996) and follow-ups 

(EUR 11/04/96, 11 March; EUR 11/07/96, 21 March; EUR 11/11/96, 9 May, EUR 

11/19/96, 12 September) - Possible Prisoners of Conscience 

 

ALBANIA(1)Sulejman Rrahman Mekollari, Dilaver Ibrahim Dauti, Lirim Servet 

Veliu, and Gani Koro 

   (2)Elvira Shapllo (f), Vladimir Qiraiaqi, Jani Bardho and 

Thomas Ngjelo 

   (3)Sami Meta, Kristaq Mosko, Timoshenko Pekmezi and Tare 

Isufi  
 

On 16 September 1996 a court in Tirana found Sami Meta and his three co-defendants 

guilty of conspiring to re-create the former Albanian communist party, banned 

since 1992. They have been sentenced to terms of imprisonment as follows:  

Sami Meta, two and one-half years; Timoshenko Pekmezi, two years; Tare Isufi, 

one year; and Kristaq Mosko, one year.  

 

The presiding judge reportedly told the court that the defendants aimed "to 

take power by violence."  According to press reports the defendants admitted 

seeking to re-establish the former communist party, but claimed that they had 

sought to do so by peaceful means.  Amnesty International has so far not received 

any information about what evidence was presented in court in support of the 

charge that they had aimed to take power by violence. 

 

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express/ 

airmail letters in Italian, English, French or in your own language: 

- stating that Amnesty International has learned that Sami Meta and his three 

co-defendants were on 16 September convicted by a Tirana court and sentenced 

to prison terms of up to two and one-half years; 

- requesting information as to the evidence on which the presiding judge based 

his assertion that they had sought to "take power by violence." 

- noting that the defendants reportedly denied that they had advocated the 

use of violence; 

- stating that unless there is clear evidence that the defendants had advocated 

the use of violence Amnesty International would consider them to be prisoners 

of conscience and would call for their immediate and unconditional release. 

 

This is a limited action.  Please restrict appeals to 10 per Section. 

 

APPEALS TO: 

 

President of Albania 

Dr Sali Berisha  

Presidenti i Republikës së Shqiperisë 

Zyra e Presidencës, Tirana 

Republic of Albania    

Faxes: +355 42 33761 or +355 42 28420 (tel/fax) 

Telegrams: President Berisha, Tirana, Albania 

Salutation: Dear President 

 

Minister of Justice 

Mr Kristofor Peçi 

Ministër i Drejtësisë, Tirana 

Tel/Fax: +355 42 28359 (if voice, ask for fax) 
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Telegrams: Mr Peçi Ministria i Drejtësisë, Tirana, Albania 

Salutation: Dear Minister 

 

COPIES TO: 

 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Mr Tritan Shehu 

Ministër i Punëve të Jashtme, Tirana 

Fax: +355 42 62084 or +355 42 62085 

 

and to diplomatic representatives of Albania accredited to your country. 

 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, 

or your section office, if sending appeals after 29 October 1996. 


