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Tran Puy Hinh is a 52-gear-old writer who has been imprisoned in Vigt Nam sineg 1975. {Imnesty
Intgrnational has recently lgarned that he was transferred to Cho Quan Hospital from Ham Tan
"rg-gducation” camp in 1990. {ecording to information reegived, heg was admitted to hospital for
treatment of mental illngss and was in isolation at thg hospital without any acegss to visitors. His wife
and children, now adults, Igft Vigt Nam for the USH shortly after Tran Puy Hinh's arrgst in 1975.

Background

Tran Puyg Hinh was born in Pecegmber 1938 in the north of Vigt Nam. He was a writer and freglance
journalist and served as an officer in the South Vigtnamese army. 1lg had published four short storigs
and somg 30 novels and was a mgmber of Vigtnamesg PEN.  (PEN is an international association of
writers.)

Wmnesty International beligves that the reason for Tran Puy tlinh's eontinued imprisonment magy
be that during the Vigt Nam war he was attached to the South Vigtnamesg counter intelliggneeg agency.
Following the egssation of hostilities in Vigt Nam in mid-1975, most sgnior mgmbers of the armed foregs,
civil servants and the South Vigtnamese political gstablishment werg summoned to register for a period
of "re-gducation”. Originally, "rg-gducation” was to last for a magimum of threg years, but mang people
rgmaingd in the camps for considgrably longer periods, ¢ffectively detaingd without trial.
"Re-gducation” camps were gstablished throughout the country and bgecame an intggral part of the penal
system.

dineg 1980 the authoritics have declared a serigs of amngstigs resulting in the relgase of large
numbers of detainges from "rg-gducation” camps; this procgss acceglerated from 1987 onwards with the
announcegment of largeg-scalg amngstigs.

Wmngesty Intgrnational is sgeking information from the Vigtnamese authoritigs on the reasons why
Tran Puy Hinh has regmainegd in "re-gducation" camp after the relgase of the majority of those detaingd
in the 1970s. It is also segeking information on his currgnt state of health and the circumstancegs which
lgd to his hospitalization.
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Summary

Tran Puy Hinh is a 52-year-old political prisoner who has beegn detainegd without trial in a "re-gducation”
camp sineg the gnd of the Vigt Nam war in mid-1975. Reeent rgports indicateg that he was hospitalized in
1990 for treatment of an unspecified mental illngss. {Imngsty International is sgeking information on
his curregnt situation and theg rgasons for his continugd detegntion.

Recommended detions

logtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addregsses given below:

W stating that you are writing about the case of Tran Puy Hinh who was last known to have been
detained in Ham Tan "re-education” camp and is reported to have begn admitted to Cho Quan

hospital in 1990 for treatment of mental illngss

B s¢eking information on his currgnt state of health and asking whether he has been returned to the
"rg-gducation” camp from hospital

B noting that hg has begen intgrned in a "reg-gducation” camp sineg 1975; sgeking information on the
grounds for his continugd imprisonment and asking when he is dug for relgase
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Mai Chi To Phan Hign
Minister of the Interior Minister of Justice
16 Tran Binh Trong St. 5 Ong lch Rhigm &t.
Ha Noi Ha Noi
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Pham Song

Minister of Public Hgalth
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