H.E. Laura Dupuy Lasserre

President of the United Nations Human Rights Council
Email: hrcpresidency@ohchr.org

Fax: +41-(0)22-917-0490

CC: Member States of the Human Rights Council
Geneva, 16 September 2011
Your Excellency,

The undersigned non-governmental human rights organisations write this letter to you in
your capacity as President of the Human Rights Council to appeal for your leadership in
enabling the Council to fulfill its responsibilities towards ensuring accountability for the
alleged violations of international humanitarian and human rights law committed by both
sides during the final stages of the conflict in Sri Lanka.

On 23 May 2009, the UN Secretary-General, Mr. Ban Ki-moon and President of Sri Lanka,
H.E. Mahinda Rajapaksa issued a joint communiqué in which the Secretary-General
“underlined the importance of an accountability process for addressing violations of
international humanitarian and human rights law” and the government of Sri Lanka
agreed to “take measures to address those grievances”. This joint communiqué and the
understandings contained therein were endorsed by the Council on 27 May 2009 at its 11"
Special Session (A/HRC/RES/S-11/1). Subsequently, the Secretary-General appointed a
Panel of Experts on 22 June 2010 to advise him on the implementation of the joint
communiqué. The report of the Panel was made public on 25 April 2011 which
recommended, among others, the establishment of an independent international
mechanism with concurrent functions to monitor the domestic accountability process,
conduct independent investigations and collect and safeguard information provided to it.

We are pleased to learn that the Secretary-General has transmitted the report of the Panel
of Experts to you on 12 September 2011. We believe, however, that the Council must be
formally informed of your receipt of the report, not only through the posting of the
Secretary-General’s correspondence on the Council’s Extranet. Also, we welcome the
decision by the Secretary-General, as stated in the correspondence, to act upon the
recommendation by the Panel to review the actions of the UN system during the war in Sri
Lanka and its aftermath regarding the implementation of the UN’s humanitarian and
protection mandates.

The government of Sri Lanka has, meanwhile, established a domestic mechanism, namely,
the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) in May 2010 for “restorative
justice” and “determining responsibility regarding past events in question related to the
conflict”, as stated by the former Attorney-General Hon. Mohan Peiris during the 15™
regular session of the Council. The Special Envoy on Human Rights of the government of
Sri Lanka, Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, also indicated to the Council during the 17"
regular session in June 2011 that the LLRC will finish its deliberations by the end of
November 2011.
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In this light, we sincerely urge you to work with member States of the Council as well as
the government of Sri Lanka to issue a President’s Statement at the current 18" regular
session, which would read that the Council:

1. Acknowledges the President’s receipt of the Secretary-General’s correspondence
dated 12 September 2011;

2. Invites both the government of Sri Lanka and the Secretary-General to present to
the Council at its 19™ regular session in March 2012 their undertaken activities
with respect to the implementation of the joint communiqué, including the
findings of the LLRC.

We are of the view that this President’s Statement would facilitate the follow-up of the
Council’s own outcome from the 11" Special Session while contributing to a full, balanced
and robust discussion in the Council in a non-politicized manner that places respect for
human rights as well as justice and redress for victims at the centre.

We thank you for your kind attention to the above matter.
Sincerely,

African Democracy Forum

Amnesty International

Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA)

Asian Legal Resource Centre

Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies

Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative

East and Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Project

German Human Rights Forum

Human Rights Watch

International Commission of Jurists

International Crisis Group

International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH)

International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism
International Service for Human Rights

Pax Romana - International Catholic Movement for Intellectual and Cultural Affairs
World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT)

For any clarification or inquiry, please contact:

Ms. Giyoun Kim, FORUM-ASIA
Tel: +41-(0)22-740-2947, Mobile: +41-(0)79-595-7931
Email: una@forum-asia.org
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