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MALAYSIAAnwar Ibrahim, Ex-deputy Prime Minister 

   S. Nallakarupan, Ex-director of Public Relations Magnum 

Ruslan Kassim, President of Negri Sembilan UMNO Youth 

Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, UMNO Youth Chief  

Ahmad Azam Abdul Rahman, President of ABIM 

Mukhtar Redhuan, Deputy President ABIM 

Shaharuddin Badaruddin, Secretary General ABIM 

Abdul Halim Ismail, Deputy National President ABIM 

Kamarudin Jaafar, Chairman, Institute for Policy Research 

Kamaruddin Mat Noor, State assemblyman 

   Tamunif Mokhtar, Division Head of Cheras UMNO 

   Abdul Manan, President, National Muslim Students  

   Association 

   Prof. Dr. Siddiq Baba, Student Affairs Rector   

   International Islamic University  
 

Amnesty International is concerned that current political tensions in Malaysia 

have resulted in the arrest of a number of prominent political opponents, named 

above, who are currently being held in incommunicado detention under the 

Internal Security Act (ISA) for the peaceful expression of their views.  This 

arbitrary and draconian act allows for indefinite detention, without charge 

or trial, of any person suspected of “threatening” national security. 

 

Anwar Ibrahim was dismissed from his posts as deputy Prime Minister and Finance 

Minister on 2 September 1998. The following day, the police lodged affidavits 

at the High Court containing allegations including sexual impropriety, 

tampering with evidence and bribery. In what appeared to be an improper use 

of judiciary procedures, these untested affidavits were made public.  Concern 

that the government was more intent on pursuing a political agenda than 

conducting an independent criminal investigation increased when the allegations 

against Anwar Ibrahim were followed, not by charges, but by the application 

of the ISA.  Anwar Ibrahim was arrested on 20 September 1998, after leading 

some 30,000 demonstrators through the streets of the capital and calling for 

the resignation of Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad. 

 

The ISA, used to arrest Anwar Ibrahim, has also been used to arrest at least 

12 of his political allies.  These include Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, the leader to 

the youth wing of Malaysia’s dominant United Malays National Organization 

(UMNO), two other prominent UMNO youth members and four members of ABIM, a 

Muslim youth organization.  With the exception of S. Nallakarupan, who was 

arrested in July, all of the above-named persons were arrested between 20 and 

22 September 1998. 

 

Since the arrest of Anwar Ibrahim, the “crack-down” on his supporters has 

intensified.  On 20 September 1998, police violently dispersed a 7000-strong 

demonstration of Anwar Ibrahim’s supporters who were marching towards Prime 

Minister Mahathir’s residence, by shooting water cannons and teargas at the 

crowd.  It is believed that at least 126 persons were arrested at rallies on 

20 and 21 September. On 22 September riot police and back-up forces surrounded 

Anwar Ibrahim’s house and dispersed hundreds of his supporters. On 23 September 

the authorities announced a ban on all “reform” rallies and Anwar Ibrahim’s 

wife, Wan Azizah Wan Ismail, was summoned by police to give a statement in 

connection with alleged seditious comments she made during a press interview.  
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The ISA allows the police to detain without warrant, for an investigation period 

of up to 60 days, any person suspected of threatening the national security or economic 

life of Malaysia.  The Minister of Home Affairs may subsequently, and without 

reference to the courts, issue detention orders of up to two years, renewable 

indefinitely.   

 

In 1987, over 100 people, including prominent politicians, trade unionists, Chinese 

educationalists, Islamic teachers and church and community workers were arrested 

under the ISA, accused of provoking racial and religious tensions.  At least 40 

of those given two-year detention orders were adopted by Amnesty International as 

prisoners of conscience. 

 

Currently, over 200 other people are detained under the act for offences involving 

passport forgery.  On 23 April 1998, two persons were arrested under the ISA for 

allegedly instigating riots in the immigration detention camps in March, when large 

numbers of Acehnese tried to resist forcible deportation.  One of these men was 

released after being detained for 60 days without charge or trial, while the other 

has been ordered detained for two years.  In early August 1998, two persons were 

detained under the ISA for allegedly spreading false rumours of riots in the capital, 

Kuala Lumpur over the internet.  In addition, seven Shia Muslim “deviationists” 

have been detained since early November 1997 for "activities prejudicial to national 

security and Muslim unity". 

 

Despite repeated calls from domestic human rights groups to repeal the ISA, the 

government continues to assert that it is necessary in order to maintain stability 

in Malaysia’s multi-religious, multi-ethnic society. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express/airmail 

letters in English or Malay or your own language: 

- expressing grave concern at the detention without charge or trial of the 

13 above-named men under the internal Security Act (ISA); 

- urging that all those detained be charged with a recognizably criminal offence 

or immediately and unconditionally released and that they be given access to 

legal counsel and to their families; 

- calling for the ISA to be amended so that it no longer allows for those who 

peacefully express religious or political beliefs to be arrested and imprisoned; 

- calling also for the ISA to be amended so that those suspected of threatening 

national security have the opportunity to defend themselves before a court 

of law; 

- urging that the government respect the right of Malaysians to peaceful 

assembly, and that the police exercise maximum restraint in their treatment 

of demonstrators. 

 

APPEALS TO: 

Prime Minister and Minister of Home Affairs 

Dato’ Seri Dr Mahathir bin Mohamad   

Prime Minister and Minister of Home Affairs 

Jalan Dato' Onn   

50502 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia      

Telegrams: Prime Minister, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Faxes: + 60 3 238 3784 

Salutation: Dear Prime Minister 

 

COPIES TO: 
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Deputy Minister of Home Affairs 

Dato’ Tajol Rosli Ghazali 

Deputy Minister of Home Affairs 

Jalan Dato’ Onn 

50502 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia   

Faxes: + 60 3 230 1051 

 

 

and to diplomatic representatives of Malaysia accredited to your country. 

 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, 

or your section office, if sending appeals after  
 

Visit the Amnesty International UDHR campaign website on http://www.amnesty.excite.com 


