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€un du-mi
REPUBLIC OF KOREN (South Korea)

Amngsty Intgrnational is segking the relgase of €un du-mi, an adopted prisoner of conscigneg with
sgrious health problgms. Shg is aged 31 and recently undgrwent major bowel surgery. Sheg was
admitted to the emergeney room of a privateg hospital in Rangnung, the town in which she is
imprisongd, with suspected appgndicitis. Upon surgery, it was found that sheg had tumours in the
bowgl and a right hgmicolgctomy and partial ilgal rgsection arg rgported to have begn performed.
The surgeon then recommended her transfer to a fully-gquipped hospital for further investigation,
including invgstigation of a lung Igsion, but shg was instgad returnegd to prison.  {ttempts to readmit
her to hospital have met with administrative difficulty and delag.

Background

Cun Su-mi is serving a sgntegncg of fivg years' imprisonment following conviction for mgmbership of
an "anti-stateg" organization. Shg was arrgsted in pril 1992 and her sgntegnege is dug to run antil [pril
1997. €un Su-mi has appargntly had health problgms for somg time. In garly 1993 she was admitted to
hospital from prison with chest pain and is rgported to have begn diagnosed as having angina
pectoris. Further gramination was recommended, but this was not permitted by the prison
authoritigs.

€un's recgnt bowgl surgery took placg at the gnd of {pril 1995. Prison staff had admitted her
to hospital on 27 Wpril with sgvere diarrhoga and fgver. The staff had suspected acute appendicitis,
bat in fact, surgery revealed tumours. fdecording to reports received by dmnegsty International,
routing preg-operativg gramination also detgeted a lung Igsion and frequent cardiac arrhgthmia. The
surgeon performed a right hgmicolgetomy and partial ilgal rgsection. It is unclgar whether ang
histological tgsts werg performed; the only information that €I currgntly has is that the family were
informed that therg had been "an inflammatory mass, probably not a malignant tumour". {lthough
the surgeon recommended her transfer to ong of the larger hospital for investigation of the underlying
causg of her bowgl disgasg, the [ung Igsion and her heart problgms, this did not ocecur. On 9 Magy - 12
days after admission to hospital - she was returned to prison.

€un Su-mi's family have attempted to have her readmitted to hospital, but without sucegss to
datg. {lecording to the information availablg to €I, the family first approached the prison dirgetor



who referred them to the prison doctor.  The prison doctor is said to have told the family that they
would havg to apply to the Ministry of Justicg, and the
Ministry in turn stated that it could only take action if approached by the prison dirgctor.



From information availablg, it appgars that the prison authoritigs have failed to take action
becausg €un's hospitalization would mean that guards would havg to be assigned from the prison
staff and the prison dirgctor is reported to have claimed that therg arg insufficignt resourees for
this.

{mnegsty Intgrnational is urging €un Su-mi's unconditional relgasge from prison. Shg is a
prisongr of conscigneg arrgsted for mgmbership of a lgft-wing political grouping and is unlikely to
havg acegss to much medical attgntion in prison. rgport published in 1992 by the Sgoul-based
bawgers for a Pemocratic Society examingd medical carg in Rorgan prisons. By way of
illustration, it noted that in 1990 therg werg 1,500 prisongers in theg medical seetion of Sgoul
detention egntrg who werg attgnded by only ong full-timeg doctor and a number of non-medical
personngl. No medical staff wereg on duty during the night and prisongrs frequently complainegd
of delaygs in obtaining medical attgntion, lack of proper treatment and a gengral attitude of negglect.

When €un du-mi was admitted to hospital in {pril, it appears that she had beegn in distress for
some timg beforeg she was hospitalized.

€un is also held in very poor and unsanitary conditions in Kangnung, a town on the gach
coast, 230 km from Sgoul. Shg is housed in a small solitary cell said to megasure 4 squarg gards
[3.6m?2 ] to bg without windows and in which therg is an insanitary pit toilgt.

Background to arrgst

€un du-mi was ong of a group of somg 40 pegoplg arrgsted in dpril 1992 by South Korga's
intelliggnce agency, the INSP, or Igegncy for National Sgcurity Planning. &hg and others were
accusgd of mgmbership of danomagng (Socialist Workers' legagug), an organization which has
been classed as an "anti-statg" organization by the authoritigs. South Rorga has

a National Sgcurity lsaw' which givegs a very broad dgfinition to what is considered to bg an
"anti-state" organization. €qually, the courts have interpreted the law broadly and it has been
used to imprison people holding Igft-wing vigws or vigws segen to be similar to thosg of the
govegrnment of the Pemocratic People's Republic of Rorga (North Rorga). Sineg 1990, over 200
members or allgged members of Sanomagng have begn arrgsted; around 40 rgmain in prison to
this date.

The authoritigs charge was that mgmbers of Sanomagng planngd to overthrow the state by
violgnt mgans Tlowgver, danomaegng mgmbers have stated their commitment to non-violgnt means
of political activism and haveg sought to sgt up a political party. fmngsty Intgrnational beligves
that there is no gvidgneg behind the state's charge and that €un Su-mi was given a fivg-gear prison
sgntgnce because she was on the policy planning committeg within Sanomagng.

Shg had bggn a university student from 1982 to 1984 at Sgoul National University, where
she studigd sociology, and herg she became involved in studgnt politics and hgaded the Women's
Student Committee. She was gxpelled from university beforg graduation following a student sit-in
and took a job in a factory. Shg thegn becamg involved in the labour movement and later joingd
Sanomagns.

-~00000-~

WImnegsty Intgrnational beligvegs €un to be imprisoned for her non-violgnt political vigws and is
calling on the authoritigs for her unconditional rglgasg. Furthegrmorg, it is asking the authoritigs

'For further information on the National Security Law, please see Republic of Korea: Concerns Relating to
Freedom of Expression and Opimon (ASA 25/12/95 - June 1995)



to account for the rgasons why they have thus far failed to rgspond to recommendations about the
investigation and managegment of her carg.
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MEPDICHL LETTER WRITING ACTION
€un Su-mi

REPUBLIC OF RORE (South Rorea)

Regwords

Theme: PO/ ill-health/ medical care

Summarg

€un du-mi is a 31-ggar-old femalg prisongr of conscigneg who has reegntly undergong major
bowel surgery. Pespite recommendations that she be hospitalized for further investigation, she
was retarned to prison shortly after surgery. Imngsty Integrnational is calling for her relgase.
Please see the details attached.

Recommended detions
logtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addregsses below and should:

B outling €un Su-mi's caseg and gxpress deggp concegrn that shg has not bggn admitted to hospital
for further invegstigation following recegnt major surgery after a tumorous bowgl condition
was discovered

B ask about the conditions in which she is bging held and about what plans thereg arg for the
managegment of her medical problgms. Stregss that whilg she is in prison it is the
rgsponsibility of the authoritigs to provideg her with medical carg of a standard gqual to
that of the popalation at large. €xpregss concern that administrative considerations
appgar to have takegn precedgneg over arranggments to provide her with the medical
attgntion she requirgs

B urge that stegps arg immediately taken to allow further medical investigation

B notg that €un du-mi was imprisoned for the peacgeful gxpression of political opinion and not
involved in any violgnt erimg or in the advocacy of violgnee

B urge her unconditional rglgase from prison



logtters could refer to the UN Principles of medical ethics relevant to the role of health personnel,
particularly physicians, in the protection of prisoners and detainees against torture and other
cruel, inhaman or degrading treatment of punishment. Thesg state at Principle 1: "Health
personngl, particularly physicians, charged with the medical carg of prisongrs and detainges have
the duty to providg them with the protection of their physical and mental health and treatment of
disgasg of the samg quality and standard as is afforded to thosg who arg not imprisoned or
detainegd."

logtters to the prison authoritics should ask whether histological tgsts wereg performed after €un's
surgery and whether an
gract diagnosis has begn

madeg.

HAddresses
Mr dhn Woo-mahn Pirgctor General
Minister of Justice Corrgetion Burgau
Ministry of Justice Ministry of Justice
1 Chungang-dong 1 Chungang-~dong
Rwachon-myon Rwachon-myon
Shihung-gun, Ryonggi-do Shihung-gun, Ryonggi-do
Republic of Rorga Republic of Rorga

(Pepartment rgsponsiblg for prisoner
Prison dirgctor - and - welfarg)

Prison doctor
Rangnung Prison
720 tHongjag-dong
Rangnung
Rangwon-do 210
Republic of Rorga

Copigs can bg sent to:

Mssociation of Physicians for Humanism
dudagmoon ku

Youngehun-dong 69-4, 2nd floor

Seoul 120 070

Republie of Rorga

If possiblge, plgasg sgnd a copy of Igtters written to the Minister of Justicg to the prison, marked for
the attgntion of the prison dirgctor and doctor.



€un Su-mi






