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Dear Prime Minister,

I am appalled that the women euphemistically known as “comfort

women” have not been fairly compensated or honoured by the Japanese

government, more than 60 years after the end of World War II.

This system of forced sexual slavery was a crime against humanity.

The US House of Representatives passed a resolution in July 2007

which described the “comfort women” system as “unprecedented in

its cruelty and magnitude”. It said the system “included gang rape,

forced abortions, humiliation, and sexual violence resulting in

mutilation, death, or eventual suicide in one of the largest cases of

human trafficking in the 20th century”.

Your government still has the opportunity to right this terrible wrong

by accepting legal responsibility. I request that you honour the women’s

dignity by providing a public and unambiguous apology to these women

for the crimes committed against them. I also request that you provide

adequate financial compensation and rehabilitation to these women,

including accurate accounts of these human rights violations.

Yours sincerely,

Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 
Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton Street,

London WC1X 0DW, United Kingdom. 
www.amnesty.org
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Dear Member of European Parliament

...........................................................................,  

I am appalled that the women euphemistically known as “comfort

women” have not been fairly compensated or honoured by the Japanese

government. These women were systematically enslaved, raped, tortured

and brutalized by the Japanese military before and during World War II.

To date, the Government of Japan has failed to offer these

women a clear apology. The continued denial of justice prolongs their

humiliation and suffering, 62 years after the end of the war. All of

the cases brought before Japanese courts have been dismissed,

despite concrete evidence and witness testimonies. Immediate steps

are required if these women are to see justice before they die.

The European Parliament is currently taking action on this issue.

I urge you to join fellow MEPs and call on the Government of Japan to

restore the women’s dignity by accepting full responsibility for the

“comfort women” system and by publicly denouncing the use of

sexual violence against women, whenever and wherever it occurs.

Yours sincerely,

Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 
Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton Street,

London WC1X 0DW, United Kingdom. 
www.amnesty.org
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I am appalled that the women euphemistically known as “comfort

women” have not been fairly compensated or honoured by the Japanese

government, more than 60 years after the end of World War II.

This system of forced sexual slavery was a crime against humanity.

The US House of Representatives passed a resolution in July 2007

which described the “comfort women” system as “unprecedented in

its cruelty and magnitude”. It said the system “included gang rape,

forced abortions, humiliation, and sexual violence resulting in

mutilation, death, or eventual suicide in one of the largest cases of

human trafficking in the 20th century”. Other National Assemblies,

including the European Parliament, are also calling on the Japanese

government to address the issue.

I urge you to take this issue forward in our parliament and call

on the Government of Japan to accept full responsibility for the

“comfort women” system, publicly apologize to these women and

restore the dignity of the survivors before they die.

Yours sincerely,

Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 
Peter Benenson House, 1 Easton Street,

London WC1X 0DW, United Kingdom. 
www.amnesty.org
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