EXTERNAL AI Index: ASA 21/25/97

EXTRA 56/97 Fear of torture 22 April 1997

EAST TIMOR Felisberto Maria dos Santos
Domingos Larangguira
Jose Sobral
Marcelino de Fatima dos Santos
And 14 others (names not yet known)

Eighteen people believed to have been detained in East Timor on suspicion of
links with the armed resistance in East Timor, Falintil, are feared to be at
risk of torture or ill-treatment in custody.

On 30 March 1997, four men, Felisberto Maria dos Santos, Domingos Larangguira,
Jose Sobral and Marcelino de Fatima dos Santos, were arrested as they were
travelling on motorbikes in the town of Liquisa. Felisberto Maria dos Santos
was allegedly arrested on suspicion of being a member of Falintil while the
three with him are thought to have been arrested on suspicion of their
involvement with the unarmed underground resistance movement in East Timor.
One report stated that the four were taken into military intelligence custody
but it is not clear precisely where they are being held. It is believed they
are being held incommunicado detention.

On 8 April, another 14 people whose names are not yet known are believed to
have been arrested in Lautem, in Los Palos, in connection with the earlier
killing of an Indonesian Armed Forces soldier. It is not clear where the 14
are being held but it is also believed that they too are being held incommunicado.

Amnesty International is concerned that all 18 risk torture or ill-treatment
while in military custody, particularly if they are being denied access to
their families and to independent lawyers.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

East Timorese alleged to be connected with the East Timorese resistance who
are taken into military and police custody continue to be at risk of torture
and ill-treatment, particularly during interrogation. Safeguards against the
use of torture and other violations of detainees’ rights, provided for under
Indonesia’s Code of Criminal Procedures, are often ignored by the military

and police. Detainees are denied access to legal counsel and their families,
placing them at risk of torture and ill-treatment.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send telegrams/faxes/express/airmail letters in
English or Bahasa Indonesia or your own language:

- calling for all 18 detainees to be granted full and immediate access to
independent legal counsel and family members;

- calling for the authorities to provide clarification of the exact whereabouts
of all those detained and the charges under which they are being held;

- calling on the authorities to ensure that none of the 18 is subjected to
any form of torture or ill-treatment.

APPEALS TO:
MILITARY COMMANDER REGION IX/UDAYANA

(covers Bali, Lombok, Nusa Tenggara and East Timor)
Maj Gen Rivai



Pangdam IX/Udayana

Markas Besar KODAM IX/Udayana

Denpasar

Bali, Indonesia

Telegrams: Pangdam IX, Udayana, Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia
Salutation: Dear Major General

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Ali Alatas S.H.

Menteri Luar Negeri

Jl. Medan Taman Pejambon No.6

Jakarta

Indonesia

Fax: +62 21 345 7782 / 724 5354

Telegrams: Foreign Minister, Jakarta, Indonesia
Salutation: Dear Foreign Minister

COPIES TO:

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Komisi Nasional Hak Asazi Manusia (Komnas HAM)
Alex Refialy SH

Jalan Dr Antonio de Carvelho

Dili

East Timor

(Indonesia)

and to diplomatic representatives of Indonesia accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 May 1997.



