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EXTRA 35/97  Fear of torture/ill-treatment 13 March 1997 

 

INDONESIAHassan Hamid, 40 

Mohammad Daud Abubakar 

Ismail Syahputra 

Raman Palu 

Nijar Kandang 

Tengku Affan 

Inur Marlia (f)  
 

Six men and one woman, arrested in connection with alleged involvement in armed 

separatist activity in Aceh, north Sumatra, are currently being held 

incommunicado in military custody where they are at risk of torture or 

ill-treatment. Torture of political detainees is common in Indonesia, 

particularly during the early stages of detention when military officials 

frequently conduct interrogations without the presence of independent lawyers. 

 

Five men, Hassan Hamid, Mohammad Daud Abubakar, Ismail Syahputra, Raman Palu 

and Nijar Kandang are all believed to have been arrested about two weeks ago 

although the precise date of their arrest is not known. Hassan Hamid and Mohammad 

Daud Abubakar were apparently arrested in the town of Lhokseumawe, while the 

three other men were believed to have been arrested in nearby districts. The 

men are believed to have been arrested in connection with an alleged attempt 

by armed separatists to sabotage a gas pipe near Lhokseumawe. 

 

Two other people, Tengku Affan and Inur Marlia, were arrested on 12 March. 

On 13 March, the Indonesian military was reported as saying that two people, 

a man and woman, were arrested in Samalanga sub-district following the discovery 

of semi-automatic rifles and ammunition in their house. Amnesty International 

believes that these are the same two people. 

 

All seven are believed to be currently detained at KOREM 011, Resort Military 

Command in Lhokseumawe, where they are being denied access to independent legal 

representation. There are reports that they may be facing subversion charges. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

Serious human rights violations including, torture, “disappearances” and 

extrajudicial executions, occurred during the security forces quelling of the 

armed separatist Free Aceh Movement (Aceh Merdeka) from the late 1980s to 1993. 

Recent military reports that Aceh Merdeka are again planning attacks give rise 

to concerns that there may be a resurgence of grave human rights violations 

committed by the security forces in the context of military operations. 

Independent human rights monitoring is restricted in Aceh and foreign 

journalists are believed to be being currently denied access to the area.  

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send telegrams/express/airmail letters in English 

or Bahasa Indonesia or your own language: 

- urging the authorities to clarify the whereabouts of the seven detainees 

and the charges they are facing; 

- calling for immediate steps to ensure that none of the seven detainees will 

be subjected to torture or ill-treatment and urging that they be granted 

immediate and continuing access to independent legal counsel. 

 

APPEALS TO: 

 



 
 

2 

MILITARY COMMANDER REGION I/BUKIT BARISAN 

(covers North & West Sumatra and Aceh) 

Major General Sedaryanto 

Pangdam I/Bukit Barisan 

Markas Besar KODAM I  

Medan 

Sumatra Utara 

Indonesia 

Telegrams: Pangdam I/Bukit Barisan, Medan, Indonesia  

Salutation: Dear Major General 

 

COPIES TO: 

 

MINISTER OF JUSTICE 

Haji Utoyo Usman S.H. 

Menteri Kehakiman 

Jl. H.R. Rasuna Said Kav. 6-7 

Kuningan 

Jakarta Selatan 

Indonesian 

Fax: +62 21 525 3095 

 

and to diplomatic representatives of Indonesia accredited to your country. 

 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, 

or your section office, if sending appeals after 16 April 1997. 


