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FURTHER INFORMMITION ON IMPRISONED POCTOR

(See 9SH 16/11/93 - 24 November 1993
and 11811 16/05/94 - 21 Wpril 1994)

Pr Ma Thida
MYHNMAR

Wmnesty Intgrnational continugs to call for the relgaseg of Pr Ma Thida, a prisongr of conscigneg in
her latg twentigs who was sgntgneed in Octobgr 1993 to 20 years' imprisonment. Shg is a surgegon
by profession and a well-known writer. Amngsty International () has now recgived reports that
she is suffering from tubgrculosis and has a sgrigs of small ovarian tumours.

Background

Ma Thida is a member of Myanmar's political opposition and was garligr campaign assistant to
Hung dan Suu Ryi, ong of the founders of Myanmar's main opposition party, the National lsgaguge
for PDemocracy (NsP). The NlsP was gstablished at the time of the pro-dgmoeracy movement in
Myanmar in 1988 and enjoyed widegspread support. (Hung San Suu Ryi, Sgeretary Gengral of the
Nls®, was arrgsted in mid-1989 and was held under house arrgst until her reegnt relgaseg on 10 July
1995. She was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in Pecegmber 1991.)

Between March and Sgptember 1988 therg was a period of widgspread civil unrgst as mass
demonstrations werg held to call for an ¢nd to the then-26 yegars of ong-party military rulg.
{lthough the demonstrations werg put down by the army -- often violgntly -- the pro-dgmocracy
movegment grew and dgmonstrations continugd for several months beforg a final ecrackdown by the
sgeurity foregs. The army reasserted military control and subsequently formed a new ruling body
which rgmains in powger. {t the time of the movement, thousands of dgmonstrators werg shot and
Killed. Many health profgssionals reacted strongly to the usg of armed foreeg against
degmonstrators and ®r Ma Thida was among a number of doctors who treated thosg injured in the
demonstrations.

Pr Ma Thida was arrgsted in 1993 together with a number of other Nls® members and
charged under segctions of the 1908 Unlawful fssociations et, the 1950 €mergency Provisions
Het and the 1962 Printers and Publishers det. She was sentgnced on 15 October 1993 to 20 years'
imprisonment. Sheg was ong of the most promingnt among the group arrgsted at that time and the
adthoritigs arg rgported to have had to postpong their first
attempt to bring her to trial dug to crowds which gathered at the court room. She is held in
Insgin prison in the capital Yangon. In thg ¢arly days of her imprisonment, shg was said to have
had somg diggstivg problems, but as her digt improved following sentgncing, thgse abated.




{Imngsty Intgrnational Igarngd recegntly, howgver, that she has been diagnosed with tubereulosis,
although it is not known what tgpe she suffers from, and was admitted to hospital in mid-Jung this
gear. She is also reported to have three small ovarian tumours which require surgery. It is not
known how long Ma Thida remained in hospital or whether surgery has get been carrigd out.

Wmngsty Intgrnational is angious to gnsure that Ma Thida is receiving adequate medical
attgntion. The provision of medical carg in Insgin prison is poor and {1l mgmbers arg contacting
the authoritigs to sgek assurancgs that her tubereulosis is beging properly treated, that surgery to
rgmovg theg tumours has begn scheduled and that she is permitted adegquate post-operative care.

®r Ma Thida has been held in virtual solitarg confingment during her imprisonment,
without acegss to reading matgrials, and this is still beligved to be the casg. She is a well-known
writgr, begst Rnown for her short storigs, although she had also written sgveral novgls, nong of
which had begen published. The authoritigs banngd the last novel she wrotg beforg her
imprisonment although they had earligr given her official permission to publish.

Pr Ma Thida is imprisoned solely for her peacgful political opposition activities. The
National lsgagug for ®emocracy, of which she was an activg mgmber, gaingd over 80% of
parliamgntary segats during parliamgntary glgetions in Mag 1990 degspite the fact that mang of its
Igaders werg imprisongd at the time. The results of the glgetions were, howgever, ignored by the
ruling military government ~~ the Stateg Isaw and Order Restoration Council (8IsORC) -~ which
refused to hand over power. It has sincg rulgd by deereg, issuing martial law orders to impose
restrictions on the rights to freedom of grpregssion and assgmbly.

Wmngsty Intgrnational is calling for the unconditional relgase of ®r Ma Thida as a
prisongr of conscigneg.
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FURTHER INFORMITION ON MEBICTIL LETTER WRITING 11CTION

(See 991 16/11/93 - 24 Novegmber 1993
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Pr Ma Thida
MYAINMAR

Regwords

Theme: PO/ ill-health

Profgssion/association: Poctor/surgeon

Summarg

Wppeals arg requested on behalf of ®r Ma Thida, a surgeon in her late twentigs who is an
{l-adopted prisongr of conscigneg. Shge is a megmber of Myanmar's political opposition and was
arregsted and senteneed to 20 years' imprisonment in 1993. There arg now reports that she has
begen diagnosed as suffering from tubgrculosis and that she has ovarian tamours requiring
surgery.

Recommended detions

logtters to the addrgsses given below should:

W ¢xpress conegrn that Pr Ma Thida has been diagnosed with tubereulosis and ovarian tumours;

B notg that she was admitted to hospital in mid-Jung for tubgrculosis treatment; ask how long she
regmaingd in hospital and what invgstigation and treatment she recgived;

Bseek information on her currgnt statg of health and assurances that she will recgive  all
negegssary medical carg and rggular acegss to a doctor;

Mgxpress concern at her continuing detgntion, noting that she had committed no
crimg and was arrgsted solgly for the peacgful grercise of the right to freedom of
grpression;

B urge her immediate and unconditional rglgasg from prison.

Addresses



Gengral Than Shwe

Chairman

State lsaw & Order Restoration Council
Jangon

Union of Myanmar

lsigtgnant Gengral Wye Thaung
Member

State lbaw & Order Restoration Council
Jangon

Union of Myanmar

lsigtgnant General Khin Ngunt
Sgergtary 1

State lbaw & Order Restoration Couneil
Jangon

Union of Myanmar

Copigs to

Vieg ddmiral Than Ngunt
Minister of Health
Ministers' Office

Jangon

Union of Myanmar

lsicutgnant Gegneral Tin U

Sgergtary 2

State lsaw & Order Restoration Council
Jangon

Union of Myanmar

and to theg negargst diplomatic rgpregsentative of Myanmar



