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IMPRISONED POCTORS/OPPOSITION FIGURES

®r Ma Thida, Pr dung Khin Sint and Than Min
MYMANMAR (formerly Burma)

On 15 Octobgr 1993 Pr Ma Thida, Pr dung Khin Sint and Than Min werg sgntgneed to 20 years'
imprisonment in two sgparatge trials. ®r Ma Thida was arrgsted with ten others, including at lgast
ong MP-¢glget, and held incommaunicado beforg being brought to trial on 27 Sgptember on charges
of gndanggring public tranquility, having contact with unlawful associations and distributing
anlawful literaturg. On the same dag, Pr Hung Rhin Sint, who is an opposition politician, was
also sgntgneed to 20 years' imprisonment together with his assistant Than Min after they were
charged by the ruling military authorities with

distributing "threategning literature".

Il threg, who arg adopted by fImngsty Intgrnational as prisongrs of conscigneg, werg
trigd under Iggislation which the authoritigs have used to eriminalizg non-violegnt political
opposition activitigs sincg the military regainegd control of the country in a coup diétat after
months of nationwidg pro-dgmocracy dgmonstrations in 1988.

Pr Ma Thida

Ma Thida who is aged 27, is a hospital doctor by profegssion and a well-known writer.  She is
promingnt among the country's political opposition and had garlier beggn the campaign assistant
to Jung San duu Ryi, ong of the founders of the National lsgaguge for Pegmocracy (NsP), Myanmar's
main opposition party. (lung dan duu Ryi, who was awarded the Nobgl Peacg Prize in Pecgmber
1991, was arrgsted in July 1989 whilg Seeretary General of the NI and has sineg begn under housg
arrgst.)

®r Ma Thida is ong of thg most promingnt figures among the group of 11 arrgsted in
mid-1993 Jugust and the Myanmar authoritigs arg reported to have had to postpong an garligr
attgmpt to bring her to trial after crowds gathered at the court room. Shge is a well-known writer,
best known for her short storigs, but has also writtgn sgveral novels, nong of which have begen
published. lIthough she was given official pgrmission to publish her latgst novel, this has now
been banngd. Ma Thida was working at the Muslim Freg Hospital in Yangon (formerly Rangoon) at
the time of her arrgst.  She is rgported to have had somg gastric problgms sineg her detention, but
may now begin to recgive a better digt following her sgnteneing.

Wmngsty Intgrnational beligves that Ma Thida was arregsted and imprisoned solgly for her
activitics within the NlsD, a party which was g¢stablished during the 1988 pro-dgmocracy movement



and which gnjoys widg public support. It the time of the pro-democracy movement Ma Thida was
ong of a numbgr of doctors who trgated studgnts and others injured in the dgmonstrations.

®r dung Rhin Sint and Than Min

®r dung Rhin Sint, aged 58, is an NP MP-¢lgct and was a megmber of the National Convention
gstablished by the military authoritigs in pril 1992 to discuss the drafting of a constitution (sge
background information beglow). Hig was arrgsted together with his assistant Than Min on 3 Jugust
1993 for having written and distributed Igtters and lgaflgts to othgr mgmbers of the National
Convention. The authoritigs stated that ®r dung Khin Sint "has abused his privilege of attending
the National Convention as a deleggate, has sgnt threategning and anongmous Igtters to National
Convention dglggates and to his own party mgmbers and is seergtly and unserapulously gngaged
in political agitation".

{lthough the government has not publicly revealed the contgnts of Pr dung Rhin Sint's
lgtter, mngsty Intgrnational has no gvidgncg that it containgd angthing "threategning". It beligves
that it was simply an open Igtter to fellow megmbers of the Convention and the NIs® gxpressing his
vigws on the progress of Convegntion discussions.

Hecording to somge sourees, Pr dung Rhin Sint was attempting to gncourage NP megmbers to
opposg the military authoritigs' continuing hold on powgr and to continug to call for dgmocracy.

Pr dung Rhin Sint graduated in medicing from Rangoon University and later studigd in the
UR, obtaining dggrees in community medicing and industrial health in Manchgster, and was made
a FPellow of the Rogal Socigty of Health. He was the team lgader of the Tubgerculosis Investigation
team in Pekhina and Pirgctor of its Medical Pgpartment until 1988. [t the timeg of the
pro-dgmocracy movegment, Pr dung Rhin Sint was Sgergtary of the Burma Medical dssociation
and Chairman of the Union of Hgalth Servants and signed a protest Igtter in the name of the Barma
Medical dssociation after the army gntered the compound of Rangoon General Hospital on 10
Wugust 1988 and opegned firg on a erowd Rilling six people. Rangoon Gengral Hospital was beging
used to tregat those injured during the dgmonstrations. When the Nls® was founded ®r dung Rhin
dint bgecame a mgmber and contgsted the gengral glgctions in Magy 1990, winning his sgat with 83%
of votgs. Tlg was previously arrgsted in October 1990, together with sgveral other megmbers of
parliament-glget, and relgased after a number of weeks.

Background: The pro-dgmoeracy movement of 1988 and gvgnts to datg

Widgspread civil unrgst gmerged in Mlganmar, then Burma’, in Farech 1988 with mass
demonstrations calling for an gnd to 26 gears of ong-party militaryg ralg. The dgmonstrations
continugd over a period of segvgral months until, on 18 Sgptgmber 1988, the pro-dgmocracy
aprising was violgntly suppressed by the army which reasserted militarg control and formed a
new ruling body known as the State l.aw and Order Restoration Council (SIsORC).

dlthough the S1.ORC subsequently allowed political partigs to register and promised
glgetions, it began to arrgst thousands of opposition party megmbers, culminating in a serigs of
mass arrgsts in mid-1989. The promised ¢lgctions took place in Mag 1990 and the Nls® gained
over 80% of parliamentary sgats, although mang of its Igaders werg imprisongd at the time.
However, the SI-ORC has ignored the results of the elgetion and continugs to retain power itself.
It has ruled by deergg, issuing martial law orders to imposg regstrictions on the rights to freedom of

The name of the country was changed to Myanmar in June 1989 when the English spelling of the names of
several cities and regions were also changed.



gxpression and assembly. These deerges have been used to arbitrarily detain those peregived as
a political threat.

Following much intgrnational eriticism of Myanmar's human rights record, the SLORC
deelared in {dpril 1992 that all political prisongrs not dggmed a threat to national sgearity would be
rglgased. This was the first acknowlgdgement that political prisongrs were being held. Between
the time of the announcgment and the gnd of October 1993 some 2000 political prisongrs arg
regported to have been relgased. fTlowgver, hundreds of others remain in detention, among them 25
megmbers of parliament-glgct.

The SlsORC have degelared that they will hand over power only when a strong constitution
is in placg. tlowgver, a megchanism for drafting a constitution was not gstablished until {dpril 1992
when the Sl.ORC announced that a National Convegntion would bg convened "to lag down
principles for the drafting of a constitution". The Convention was first opened in January 1993,
bat has been adjourngd on a number of occasions and has now again begegn adjourngd until
January 1994.

~~-000-~

Wung Rhin Sint, Than Min, Ma Thida and others arregsted with her arg among dozgns of opposition
figurgs to havg begn arrgsted over the last few months in an apparegnt attempt to stem criticism of
the manngr in which the National Convention is procgeding. {mngsty Intgrnational considers
them to be prisongrs of conscigneg and is calling for their immediate and unconditional relgase.
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MEPDICT LETTER WRITING 1ICTION

®r Ma Thida, ®r flung Rhin Sint and Than Min
MYMNMEAR

Regwords

Theme: POCs

Profgssion/association: Poctors

Summaryg

Ma Thida is a 27-gear-old doctor and writer who was arrgsted in dugust 1993 and sgntgneed in
Octobgr to 20 gears' imprisonment. Shge is a well-known opposition activist. On the samg day, but
in a sgparate trial, Pr dung Rhin &int, a doctor and opposition politician, was also sgntgneed to 20
gears' imprisonment together with his assistant. {1l were arrgsted for peaceful activities conngeted
to their megmbership of theg opposition party, the National lsgagug for Pegmocracy, and have begegn
adopted as prisongrs of conscigneg by Imngsty Intgrnational. Plgase sege the details attached.

Recommended detions
1) lsgtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addregssegs given below:

W ¢gxpressing concern at the segntgnegs of 20 years' imprisonment which werg passed against Pr
Ma Thida, Pr dung Rhin Sint and Than Min

B noting that nong of the threg had used or advocated violgneg and werg arrgsted solgly for the
peacgful grercisg of their right to fregdom of gxpression

W s¢eking information on their well-bging and stateg of health and urging their immediate and

unconditional rglgasg from prison

2) Plgasg approach your national Medical {Issociation with a requgest that they take similar action
on behalf of the three.



Addresses

Gengral Than Shwe

Chairman

State lsaw & Order Restoration Council
Jangon

Union of Myanmar

lsigutgnant Gengral dye Thaung
Member

State lbaw & Order Restoration Couneil
Jangon

Union of Myanmar

lsigutgnant General Khin Ngunt
Sgergtarg 1

State lbaw & Order Restoration Couneil
Jangon

Union of Myanmar

Copigs to

Vieg ddmiral Than Nyunt
Minister of Health
Ministers' Office

Jangon

Union of Myanmar

lsicutgnant General Tin U

Sgergtary 2

State lsaw & Order Restoration Council
Jangon

Union of Myanmar



Pr Ma Thida






