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Whether in a high-profile conflict or a forgotten corner
of the globe, Amnesty International campaigns for
justice, freedom and dignity for all and seeks to galvanize
public support to build a better world.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
� Be part of this movement. Combat those who peddle fear and hate.

� Join Amnesty International and become part of a worldwide movement
campaigning for an end to human rights abuses.

HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

PASS IT ON, AND ON, AND ON….
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Dear President Karzai,

Following the 2001 US-led intervention, the Afghan government pledged to
advance women’s rights. Women human rights defenders play a vital role
in protecting women’s rights and advancing gender equality in Afghanistan.
Sadly, many come under attack and even face death for the work they do.

I urge the Afghan government to ensure that they are able to carry out their
work in government-controlled areas without fear of violence, intimidation,
persecution or punishment, and to:

� Ensure that women human rights defenders receive an effective remedy
in the event of violation of their rights and are protected by law and in practice.

� Promote awareness among police and other officials of the role and work
of women human rights defenders and provide appropriate training to police
and other state officials.

� Work with the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) to extend
protection to women human rights defenders throughout the country,
particularly in conflict-affected areas.

Yours sincerely,
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President Hamid Karzai

Gul Khana Palace

Presidential Palace

Kabul

Afghanistan

Image: Afghan women’s rights activists demonstrate against the
controversial law for Afghanistan which regulates the personal affairs
of minority Shia community, 15 April 2009. © Pajhwok Afghan News
Amnesty International, International Secretariat, Peter Benenson House,
1 Easton Street, London WC1X 0DW, United Kingdom. www.amnesty.org

For a full list of the offices worldwide, please
go to www.amnesty.org/en/worldwide-sites

If there is no office in your country, you can
become an International Member and join our
International Members’ online community.

Visit www.amnesty.org/en/join for info in
Arabic, English, French and Spanish.

You can also write to:

Online Communities Team, Amnesty
International, International Secretariat, Peter
Benenson House, 1 Easton Street, London
WC1X 0DW, United Kingdom
www.amnesty.org

TOGETHER
WE CAN MAKE
OUR VOICE
HEARD

PASS IT ON, AND ON, AND ON….
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Dear Chief Minister,

Vedanta’s operations in Lanjigarh, Orissa, have caused environmental
damage and undermined livelihoods in neighbouring communities.
Nevertheless, Vedanta Aluminium is planning a six-fold expansion of
its refinery while Sterlite (another Vedanta company) is also poised
to begin mining bauxite, along with the Orissa government’s Mining
Corporation, in the nearby Niyamgiri Hills. Both projects will have a
devastating impact on the rights to health, water and work of Majhi
Kondh and Dongria Kondh adivasis. Yet these communities have not
been effectively consulted or properly informed about these projects.

I urge you to:

� refuse the proposed expansion and mining plans until a
thorough assessment of their human rights and environmental
impacts is carried out.

� ensure that you obtain the free, prior and informed consent of
the affected communities on the proposed projects.

Yours sincerely,

Name:

Address:

Email:

Amnesty International, International Secretariat, Peter Benenson House,
1 Easton Street, London WC1X 0DW, UK. www.amnesty.org

Mr Naveen Patnaik

Chief Minister

Naveen Nivas

Aerodrome Road

Bhubaneswar 751 001

India
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Image: Bali Sikaka, one of the many people from the Dongria Kondh
community whose way of life will be threatened if the bauxite mine goes
ahead in the Niyamgiri Hills, June 2008. © Sanjit Das/Amnesty International
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