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Further information on EXTRA 45/03 (AMR 51/130/2003, 27 October 2003) - Death penalty   
 
USA (North Carolina) Joseph Timothy Keel (m), white, aged 39 

 
Joseph Timothy (Timmy) Keel was executed in North Carolina on 7 November. He was sentenced to death 
at a retrial in 1993 for the murder of his father-in-law, John Simmons, who was shot on his farm in 1990. 
 
Governor Mike Easley denied clemency on the evening of 6 November.  He said: “Having carefully reviewed 
the clemency petition, I find no compelling reasons to invalidate the sentence recommended by two juries 
and affirmed by the courts”.   
 
Timmy Keel becomes the 60th person to be executed in the USA this year, and the 880th since the country 
resumed judicial killing in 1977. North Carolina accounts for 28 of these executions. 
 
No further action by the UA Network is requested. Many thanks to all who sent appeals. 


