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EXTRA 68/94   Death Penalty 23 November 1994 

 

USA (Indiana)  Gregory RESNOVER (aka Ajamu Nassor)  
 

Gregory Resnover is scheduled to be executed in Indiana on 8 December 1994. 

He was one of two men convicted of the murder of Police Sgt. Jack Ohrlberg 

in Indianapolis in 1980. The crime occurred after police attempted to serve 

papers on the occupants of a house and were shot at from within when they tried 

to enter the building. Resnover and his codefendant, Tommie Smith, are black; 

the victim was white. On 23 November the Indiana Parole Board recommended to 

the governor that Gregory Resnover not be granted clemency. 

 

Gregory Resnover and Tommie Smith were jointly tried for the murder and both 

received the death penalty. Charges against Resnover's brother, Earl Resnover, 

were dismissed for lack of evidence.  However, recent investigations suggest 

that Gregory Resnover threw down a gun that was not fired and that it was his 

brother, Earl, who threw down the weapon that was fired eight times. Earl 

Resnover was reportedly found to have large amounts of gunshot residue on both 

hands. In a petition for clemency in November 1994 it was argued that the jury 

at Gregory Resnover's trial was seriously misled when it was told that he and 

Tommie Smith were equally culpable. 

 

The attorney who prosecuted Gregory Resnover in 1981 came forward publicly 

in November 1994 to oppose the execution. David E Cook, Marion County's former 

chief deputy prosecutor, said it was the state's theory at trial that Gregory 

Resnover was not the person who fired the fatal shot.  However, when the Indiana 

Supreme Court affirmed Resnover's conviction it made findings that Cook 

considers were "material misrepresentations of the facts as they were presented 

at trial." The most serious was a finding that Gregory Resnover's fingerprints 

were on the two recovered weapons which had been fired. Cook is adamant that 

"there was absolutely no fingerprint evidence in this case as regards Gregory 

Resnover." 

 

Indiana State Representative William A Crawford also publicly opposes Mr 

Resnover's execution based on allegations of racial discrimination. He noted 

a gross disparity in sentencing between this case and that of a white 

Indianapolis man who fatally shot a police officer in 1988 and was sentenced 

to seven years for involuntary manslaughter. Mr Crawford stated, "...executing 

Gregory Resnover would result in an extreme injustice. We do not execute people 

for attempting to commit a homicide." 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

Mr Resnover would be the first prisoner executed in Indiana since 1985. Two 

prisoners have been executed under the state's current death penalty laws since 

1983. Some 50 prisoners are under sentence of death. The method of execution 

is electrocution. The power to grant clemency rests with the state governor, 

on the advice of the Parole Board. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Please send telegrams/faxes/express and airmail letters 

in English, or telephone: 

- urging Governor Bayh to grant clemency to Gregory Resnover by commuting his 

death sentence; 

- acknowledging the seriousness of the crime and expressing sympathy for the 

family of the murdered police officer; 
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- expressing concern at evidence which suggests that Gregory Resnover did not 

fire the fatal shot that killed the victim (his fingerprints were not found 

on the weapons that had been fired); 

- noting that the attorney who prosecuted Mr Resnover at trial feels so strongly 

that this execution would be an injustice that he has come forward publicly 

to say so; 

- expressing concern about allegations of racial discrimination in the 

application of the death penalty in Indiana: Mr Resnover received the death 

penalty while a white defendant convicted of an apparently similar offence 

in 1988 received seven years' imprisonment. 

 

APPEALS TO: 

 

Governor Evan Bayh 

100 N State Avenue 

Indianapolis, IN 46204, USA 

Telegrams: Governor Bayh, Indianapolis, IN 46204, USA 

Phone: +1 317 232 4567 

Faxes: +1 317 232 3443 

Salutation: Dear Governor Bayh 

 

COPIES OF YOUR APPEALS TO: 

 

Indianapolis News 

307 N Pennsylvania St 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

USA 

Faxes: 0101 317 633 1174 

 

and to diplomatic representatives of the USA accredited to your country. 

 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY.  


