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USA (Oklahoma) Tuan Anh NGUYEN, aged 38
John Wayne DUVALL, aged 47
John Walter CASTRO

On 10 December 1998, 50 years to the day after the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and its vision of a world free
from state cruelty, Oklahoma officials intend to execute Tuan Anh Nguyen, a
former child refugee from Vietnam. 10 December is Tuan Nguyen’s birthday.

In further stark illustration of the relentless resort to judicial killing
in the USA, a second man, John Wayne Duvall, is scheduled for execution in
Oklahoma a week later, on 17 December. A third inmate, John Walter Castro,
is due to be put to death in the state on 7 January 1999.

This violation of the UDHR-proclaimed right to life and freedom from cruel,
inhuman or degrading punishment is compounded by conditions in H-Unit, the
supermaximum security facility in Oklahoma State Penitentiary where the
state’s male death row prisoners are held.  Amnesty International has
described conditions in H-Unit as constituting cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment in violation of international standards (see Conditions for death
row prisoners in H-Unit, Oklahoma State Penitentiary, AMR 51/34/94, 1994). 

Most of H-Unit’s tiny windowless concrete cells, in which prisoners are
confined for 23 to 24 hours a day, are shared by two occupants. Inmates
with execution dates are transferred to solitary confinement in "high-max"
double-doored punishment cells for the 60 days prior to execution, and
reportedly subjected to a strip-search and a "shakedown" (full search) of
their cell every two to three days.  This recent policy follows a 1995
incident, when Robert Brecheen overdosed on sedatives hours before he was
due for execution.  He was taken to hospital, where he had his stomach
pumped before being returned to prison and lethally injected.

Tuan Nguyen was convicted in 1986 of the 1982 murder of his estranged wife,
Donna Nguyen, and of Joseph and Amanda White, two young children of Donna
Nguyen’s cousin. Tuan Nguyen’s mental state has deteriorated over his years
in H-Unit, and he was reportedly one of the few inmates held in a cell on
his own, because his severe emotional disturbance made cell-sharing an
impossibility. Before his transfer into a "high-max" cell in early October,
he was reported to have been heard screaming at night. 

John Duvall was convicted of the 1986 murder of his estranged wife, Karla. 
He turned himself over to the police after the crime.  He is said to be an
exemplary prisoner, a role model and source of advice for other inmates,
and an active member of the prison church group for the past seven years. 
He was transferred to a "high-max" cell on 19 October, since when he has
had no contact with other inmates. 

John Castro was convicted of the April 1983 murder of university student
Beulah Cox. He was transferred to a "high-max" cell around 9 November.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Fifty-four prisoners have been executed in the USA in 1998, bringing to 486
the number of inmates put to death since executions resumed in 1977. As of
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1 October 1998, 149 of the nation’s 3,517 death row prisoners were in
Oklahoma.  Eleven inmates have been executed there since 1977 (all since
1990), most recently Stephen Edward Wood on 5 August 1998. The last three
executions have been "consensual", that is inmates had given up appeals. 
Executions are carried out by lethal injection. The Governor has the
authority to grant clemency on the advice of the Pardon and Parole Board. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please telephone/send e-mails/
telegrams/faxes/express/airmail letters in English or your own language:
- expressing deep concern at the scheduled execution of Tuan Nguyen, John
Duvall, and John Castro, and urging that their sentences be commuted to
more humane alternatives;
- expressing deep concern that they are being kept in 60-day solitary
lockdown in high-max punishment cells, and calling for a reversal of this
excessively punitive policy, which represents a further deterioration in
conditions in H-Unit which already breach international standards;
- expressing sympathy for the victims of crime and their relatives, but
noting that an increasing number of relatives of murder victims in the USA
are speaking out against the death penalty as brutalizing and unhelpful in
coming to terms with the tragic loss of their loved ones;
- noting the world trend away from the death penalty, and that the 50th
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is an opportune
moment for the authorities to take a moral lead in breaking the cycle of
violence in the USA and exploring humane alternatives to the death penalty.

APPEALS TO:
Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board
4040 N. Lincoln Street, Suite 219
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-5221, USA
Tel: +1 405 427 8601
Fax: +1 405 427 6648
Salutation: Dear Board Members

If you are able to, you may write to individual board members:
Ms Susan Bussey, PO Box 636, Norman, OK 73070, USA
Mr M. Bradley Little, PO Box 720363, Norman, OK 73070, USA
Ms. Nadine McPherson, PO Box 720356, Oklahoma City, OK 73172-0356, USA
Mr. Ray H. Page, PO Box 289, Spavinaw, OK 73154-0831, USA
Ms. Ruby Smith, PO Box 18831, Oklahoma City, OK 73154-0831, USA

Governor Frank Keating
212 State Capitol
Oklahoma City, OK 73105, USA
Fax: +1 405 521 3353
E-mail: governor@oklaosf.state.ok.us
Telegrams: Governor Keating, Oklahoma City, OK, USA
Salutation: Dear Governor

James L. Saffle (Please focus on 60-day lockdown policy in appeals)
Director, Oklahoma Department of Corrections
PO Box 11400, Oklahoma City, OK 73136, USA
Fax: +1 405 425 2578
Salutation: Dear Sir

COPIES TO:
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Daily Oklahoman, 9000 North Broadway, PO Box 25125, Oklahoma City, OK
73125, USA.  Fax: +1 405 475 3183 or +1 405 231 3513

Tulsa World, 315 South Boulder Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74103, USA.  Fax: +1 918
581 8353

and to diplomatic representatives of USA accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY.

"Everyone has the right to life..." 
"No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman

or degrading treatment or punishment"
Articles 3 and 5, Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Visit the Amnesty International UDHR campaign website on http://www.amnesty.excite.com


