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REYWORDS

Theme: death penalty/erecution/lgthal injection/medical gthics

Profegssion/association: doctor

SUMMARY

Charlgs Walker was gxecuted by Igthal injection on 12 Sgptember 1990. It was reported that immediately
before the grecution three physicians gstablished the intravenous ling used to deliver the lgthal
chemicals. Whilg physicians havg previously plaged various rolgs during Igthal injections, such as
gvaluating the veins of the condegmned and monitoring the gxecution procgss, this is beligved to be the
first timg that doctors have assisted so dirgetly in delivering the Igthal solution to the prisoner. The
American Medical dssociation and the World Medical dssociation have both dgelargd that medical
involvgment in the gxecution of a prisoner is ungthical.

RECOMMENPED ACTIONS
Letter-writing

logtters from medical profgssionals, ideally writtgn in €nglish, othegrwisg in gyour own languagge, should
be sgnt to somg or all of the addrgsses below:

To the lllinois Statg Governor and (ttorngy General

B ¢xpressing regret at the earrging out of the gxecution of Charles Walker and stating gour opposition
to thg usg of the degath penalty

B s¢eking urgent clarification of rgports that three physicians werg involved in the gxgeuation - by fitting
an intravegnous ling to the rgstraingd prisongr - in brgach of the prevailing medical ¢thical
standards of thg profgssion; sgek details of the reasons why physicians werg required to be
involved

B stating that anyg physician involvgment would have profound implications for the roleg of the physician
as healer and sgeking assurancgs that the state of lllinois will not in future requirg physicians
to violatg basic principlgs of medical gthics



No

To US Medical dssociations

B noting with gxtrgme conegrn the reported participation by threg unidentified physicians in the
grecution of Charlgs Walker on 12 Sgptgmber 1990

W [to lllinois] sgeking assurancgs that the lllinois State Medical Socigty will invegstigate this action
which, if confirmed, breachegs both 111 and intgrnational medical ¢thical codes
OR
W [to {IM{] seeking assurances that this reported breach of IM ¢thies will be fully investigated

B urging that the {Issociation(s) take appropriate action with rgspect to the physicians involved, to
reiterate the gthical standards on this subject and to discuss with the statg government the
qugstion of the ¢thies of medical involvgment in gregeutions

Puablicity

@Groups arg asked to organize publicity conegrning this case. Copigs of ang lgtters or articlgs

published could bg sgnt to the US €mbassy in your country with a short covering lgtter grpressing
conegrn about gregeutions with medical participation.

Approaches to gour medical association

Plgase sgnd a copy of the external information attached to your medical association asking them to take
ap the issug of medical involvegment in gxecutions with the dmerican and Illinois associations.

ADPRESSES

Govgrnor Httorngy General

The tlon. Jamgs Thompson The Hon. Neil F. Hartigan
Governor of lllinois dttornegy-General

207 Statghouse 500 &. dgeond dtreet

SPRINGFICLD, Ils 62706 SPRINGTICLD, Ils 62706

Uusd usd

[llinois Statg Medical Socigty American Medical fssociation
Hlgrander logarner M James Podd M®

President President

[llinois State Medical Socigty American Medical {Issociation
20 North Michigan 535 North ®egarborn Street
Suitg 700 CHICHGO, 1ls 60610

CHICHGO, lls 60602 usd

Uusd

Copies fo:

Illinois Coalition Igainst the Peath Penalty WAmerican Civil ibertigs Union
20 € Jackson, duitg 1600 132 W 43rd Street

CHICHGO, lls 60604 NeWw YORR, RU 10036

usd usd
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MEPICTHL CONCERN

€xeecation of Charlgs WIl.KER
URITED STHTES OF IMERICH

Charlgs Walker, a 50-year-old white man, was gxecuted by Igthal injection at Stategsvillg Prison, lllinois,
and was pronounced dead at 12 minutgs past midnight on 12 Sgptember 1990. Mr Walker, who spent 24
gears of his lifg in prison, was sgntgnced to death in 1983 for the murder of a young gngaged couple.
He gave up his appeal procgss in 1988, allowing his gxecution to bg scheduled and carrigd ouat.
dttempts by oppongnts of the death pegnalty and fellow inmategs to challgngge the sgntgnce in the courts
werg rgjected and the Governor of lllinois, James Thompson, refused to commute the sentegnce.

Weeording to rgpresentatives of the lllinois Pepartment of Corrgetions (commenting prior to
the gxecution), licgnsed physicians werg consulted coneerning the types and amounts of drugs to be
atilized in the greeation and threge lllinois physicians were to assist in administering ang medication
required before the gxegcution and in gstablishing an intravenous saling drip ling to allow non-medical
staff to later administer the Igthal substancg to the prisongr. {llthough physicians have previously
been involved in gxecutions in the UST by, for grample, gxamining the veins of the condemned for their
suitability for injection and monitoring the gxecution proegss, this is beligved to be the first timg that
doctors haveg carrigd out an intravgnous cathgterization to allow the delivery of the Igthal substances to
the condemned prisongr. The ethical guidelings of both the fdmerican Medical Wdssociation and the
World Medical dssociation gxplicitly opposg such a rolg for physicians. ®r Nancy Pickey, a board
member of the M, reiterated this opposition to medical involvegment the day beforg the gxecation.

Background

€xecation by Igthal injection was introduced into two state Iggislatures in 1977, though the first such
gxecution - that of Charlie Brooks in Texas - did not take place till Decgmber 1982 by which time five
statgs had introduced the method as the solg or optional form of gxecution.  The leggislature of Illinois
passed a bill providing for grgeution by Igthal injection in 1982 bat it was vetogd by the then Governor.
Currgntly 36 statgs provide for the death penalty of which 17 permit the usg of Igthal injection.

The response of the medical profession in the USH to Iggislation calling for the involvement of
medical personngl in the Igthal injection procgss was nggative though it was not until 1980 that the
Judicial Council of the Imerican Medical dssociation formally stated its position on doctors and the
death pgnalty. The AM{ statement concluded that:

"A physician, as a mgmber of a profgssion dedicated to preserving life when there is hope of
doing so, should not bg a participant in a lggally authorized grecution [but] mayg make a
determination or egrtification of death as currently provided by law ...".

" Report of the Judicial Council to the 1IM7 flouse of Pelegales, adopted July 1980.
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Conegrn that the introduction of Igthal injection Iggislation threatgned to involve doctors
dirgetly in the proegss of grecution also led the World Medical {Issociation to adopt, in 1981, the
position that "no physician should be requirgd to be a participant [in capital punishment]”. {1 statement
by the organization's Sgeretary-Gengral - later gndorsed by the WM annual dssembly - stated
ancompromisingly that:

"fdeting as an grecutiongr is not the practicg of medicing and physician servicgs arg not
requiregd to earry out capital punishment.... {1 physician's only rolg would be to egertify
death oncg the State had carried out the capital punishment."

Pressarg from the medical profgssion did Igad somg states to amend their statates to remove
the Iggal requirgment that the lgthal drugs be administered by a physician and, in all grgcutions by
Igthal injection up to now, the insertion of the cannula has begegn carried out by paramedical personngl.

Whilg not obliged by law to actively initiate the grecution, doctors at the Brooks gxecution, and
thosg presegnt in theg grgcution chambers sineg, have been doing morg than solgly eertifying death. For
grample, during the gxecution of Charlig Brooks, two doctors advised the gxecutioner during the
administration of the Igthal solution, ong advising that "a couplg morg minutgs" of infusion were
requirgd. In sgvgral gregeutions by glgetrocution, doctors have advised the gxecutioner that further jolts
of glegetricity were required to bring about the death of the prisongr.

Howgver, the gxecution of Charlgs Walker in lllinois is beligved to be the first grample in the
UdM of the dirget usg of physicians to insert a cannula with the intent to gxgcute a prisongr and is in
dirget violation of both US and intgrnational medical gthics. Physicians at the Walker grecution were
also rgported to have administered (or supervised the administration of) an antihistaming just prior to
the gxecution and to havg monitored the coursg of the gxgcution by ¢lgetrocardiogram at a monitor in
an adjacent "control room".

Hmngsty International opposgs the death penalty unrgservedly bat is particularly disturbed
that medical skills have apparegntly begn used to bring about the death of a prisoner. The
organization's opposition to medical involvgment in the death penalty is se¢t out in its Peclaration on the
Participation of Health Personngl in the Peath Penalty which is attached here as an appendix.

2 Press release of WA Secrefary-General, Pr 1indré Wynen, 11 September 1951; this press release was
endorsed by resolation of the World Medical 1issembly meeting in Lisbon, 29 September 1951,



