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On 12 September 1990, 50-year-old Charlgs Walker was gxecuted in lllinois by Igthal injection. It was the
first gregcation to take placg in lllinois for 28 years and lgd to protegst from megmbers of theg medical
profession following disclosure of the rolg played by doctors in the gxecution. The statg had hired
threg un-named physicians to assist. Their rolg was to administer ang drugs given prior to grxecution,
to gstablish the intravgnous saling drip ling through which Igthal chgmicals werg then delivered, and to
monitor theg coursg of thg grecution by glgetrocardiagram at a monitor placed in an adjacent "control
room". This was widgly beligved to be the first time that US doctors had plaged such an activg rolg in a
Igthal injection gxecution by inserting the cannala into the condgmned prisoner's arm.

In Novgmber 1990, howgver, an articlg appgeared in the Imerican Medical fissociation (11M71) News
which stated that this was not the first such instance and that at Igast two othegr grecutions had takegn
placg in which doctors had plaged a similar role. Both werg in the state of Missouri. Five gxecutions,
all by lgthal injection, have takegn placg in Blissouri sineg January 1989, the date of the first gxecution
there in 23 years. {lecording to the 794177 AMews article, physicians had beegn used in at Igast two of
these cases to install intravgnous lings to carry the lgthal drugs dispensed by the gxecution maching.

M mixture of sodium pentathol, pancuronium bromide and potassium chloride was used to bring about

death. The gxecutions took placeg on 6 January 1989 (George Mereer), 18 January 1990 (Gerald Smith), 11

Mag 1990 (Winford Stokes), 17 May 1990 (lsgonard lbaws) and 31 Hugust 1990 (George Gilmore). I further

gxgeution was scheduled to take place in Missouri on 20 Farch 1991 - that of 41-gear-old Pogyle Williams.
Heg received a stay of gxecution on 19 March.

In contrast to the involvement in the [llinois gxecution, it appgears that doctors' involvegment in
Missouri did not provoke the samg Igvel of protgst or debate.  Until the recent 79A17 Aews report, the US
press was citing the lllinois grecution as the first instance in which doctors had beegn gmployed to insert
the cannula.

The advent of Igthal injection as a mgans of gxecution in 1977 led the dmerican Medical Wdssociation
(1IM) to consider the implications that this might have for doctors and in 1980 the M adopted a
rgsolution on doctors' involvgment in capital punishment. This stated that " physician, as a member
of a profgssion dedicated to preserving life when there is hope of doing so, should not bg a participant
in a legally authorized grecution.” The resolution added that a doctor could "make a detgrmination or
certification of death as currgntly provided by law".

The usg of physicians in Charlegs Walker's gxecution led various medical bodigs and groups of
doctors to protegst such involvgment and to make regpregsegntations to statg authoritigs and to the (M.



 resolution was put to the M by the dmerican Collgge of Physicians and in Peegmber 1990 the
MM adopted the following resolution:

"Resolution on physician involvegment in capital punishment

Whergas, gxristing policigs of the Imerican Medical Wssociation, {dmerican Collgge of
Physicians, dmgrican Psychiatric Wssociation, Wmerican Issociation for the
Wdvaneegment of dcigneg, World Medical dssociation, British Medical Issociation and
other profgssional medical organizations condgmn physician participation in lggally
aathorized gxecutions as ungthical bghavior, gregpt to make a detegrmination of
certification of death; and

Whergeas, Thirty-six states in the United States provide for the dgath penalty under eertain
cirecumstancgs, and 17 permit the usg of Igthal injegctions, and

Whergas, It is a violation of the fundamental conegpt of "primum non nocerg" (above all, do no
harm) for a physician to assist, administer, monitor, consult, supegrvisg or othgrwisg
participate in an grecution by Igthal injection; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Imerican Medical Wdssociation reaffirm, clarify and publicize its position
that it is ungthical for physicians, regardlgss of their personal vigws on capital
punishment, to participate in lggally authorized gregeutions, gxeegpt to determing or
certify death; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the 1AM inform state medical licgnsurg boards and certification and
recertification agegncigs that physician participation in supgrvising or administering
Igthal injections is a segrious violation of the g¢thical standards of the medical
profgssion; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the (IM notify all state medical licgnsure authoritigs and, in particular, all
physician megmbers of statg licgnsurg boards of this position."

The importance of the new {AMH rgsolution ligs in the decision to clarify and publicizg its statgment
that it is ungthical for physicians to participate in an gxgeution, begond the determination or
certification of death. {llthough reegnt attgntion in the US has focussed on the role plaged by doctors
in Igthal injeetion, therg have beegn sgveral instances in past gears of doctors plaging various rolgs in
the gxecution procgss. In the casg of Igthal injection, this has included identifying suitable veins for
usg and monitoring the grecution. With other forms of gxecution, howgver, similar involvgment has
oceurred: by determining that a convicted prisongr is fit for grgcution, providing technical advieg,
attending the gxgeution and monitoring the prisongr's heart beat and, in the case of ¢lgctrocution,
dirgcting that further jolts of ¢leetricity be administered before a prisoner could beg pronounced dead.
143 grecutions havg taken placg in the USH sineg the dgath penalty was reintroduced following a
Supreme Court deeision in 1976 that grxecutions werg not in violation of the US Constitution.

In 1981 fAmngesty Intgrnational formualated a dgclaration on the participation of health personngl in
the degath penalty, which was revised in 1988 in the light of developments on the issug. This states the
organization's position regarding medical involvement in gxecutions and notgs that involvement could
take ang of the following forms:

"~ determining mental and physical fitngss for gxgcution
- giving technical advice
- preseribing, pregparing, administering and supervising dosgs of poison in
jurisdictions wherg this method is used
- making medical gxaminations during gxecutions, so that an gxecution can
continug if the prisongr is not yet dead....."



There arg currgntly 2,412 prisongrs kKnown to bg on degath row in the US, with 36 of the 51 states
providing for capital punishment. E€xgcution is by glgetrocution, gas, Igthal injection or firing squad,
gach statg determining the method of gxecution to bg gmploged. In Missouri and Illinois, the two states
wherg the active involvement of physicians has recently been identified, therg arg at present 74 and 133
prisongrs rgspectively undger sgntgncee of death.  In neither state has the identity of the doctors who
attgnded the gxecutions begen revealed.

The American Medical fssociation was scheduled to discuss the matter of physician involvgment
in capital punishment further at a meeting of its Council on €thical and Judicial Hffairs in Pebruary 1991.
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Summary

In Segptember 1990 in the state of lllinois threg doctors werg involved in the gxgeuation of condgmned
prisongr Charlgs Walker by, infer alia, inserting the cannula via which Igthal drugs were then
administered. This led the American Medical fIssociation to adopt a rgsolution in Peegmber 1990
reaffirming their position that ang participation of a doctor in an grecution was an abusg of medical
¢thies. Charlgs Walker's grecution was thought at the timg to be the first instaneg of greeution by Igthal
injection which had involved doetors so dirgetly in the grecution procegss. 1t has sineg beegn regported in
the US medical pregss, howgver, that at Igast two previous instances of similar involvgment have taken
placg in the statg of Missouri.

Recommended Hetions
logtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the Pledical {Issociation of Missouri:

B gxpressing concern at rgports that the statg has in the past gmploged physicians to insert the cannula
used to deliver Igthal drugs in gxgcutions

B drawing attention to the reecent M regsolution which regsulted from controversy around the same use
of physicians in the statg of lllinois in Sgptember 1990

B asking the {Issociation whether it has adopted anyg formal rgsolution on the ¢thical qugstions
surrounding physician attgndance at and participation in gregcutions and, if so, what
their policy is and whether therg has been ang investigation by the Fedical fdssociation
into the rolg and conduct of thg doctors who have assisted in grecutions in Missouri
ovgr the past two years

B urging the {Issociation to clarify the situation as a matter of priority and to makg their ¢thical
position public



Further Igtters arg also requested to the Medical {dssociation of lllinois raising the samg coneegrns
Addresses

Pr Gary Pyer

President

Missouri State Medical dssociation
113 Madison Streget

PO Box 1028

Jefferson City, Missouri 65102

Uusd

Pr James fAnderson
President

lllinois Statg Medical Socigty
20 North Michigan

Suitg 700

Chicago, lllinois 60602

usd

Copigs to:

Pr John J. Ring

President

HAmerican Medical dssociation
515 North Stateg Street

Chicago, lllinois 60610

Usd

Pr Pavid Orgntlicher

Council on €thical and Judiciary {ffairs
HAmerican Medical {Issociation

515 N. dtate St

Chicago, Il 60610

Usd

Jou arg also asked to bring this matter to the attgntion of gour own national Medical fssociation to
sgek their vigws and possiblg intervention.

If you arg ablg to arrangg for articlgs in the medical press, pleaseg sgnd copigs of any published articlgs
to the 1S.

9 limited number of appeals should also be copied to the World Medical {ssociation

World Medical fssociation
28, avgnug des {lpes

01210 Ferngy-Voltairg
France



