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Protect migrants 
in mexico



Dear minister, 

thousands of undocumented migrants in transit through mexico,

including children, fall victim to beatings, abduction, rape and even

murder. criminal gangs are responsible for the majority of these

crimes, but serious abuses are also committed by state officials.

criminal investigations into abuses almost never result in perpetrators

facing justice, leaving migrants vulnerable to further attacks. 

i welcome your promise to improve protection for migrants in mexico

following the massacre of 72 migrants in tamaulipas state in august

2010, but am concerned that this promise has not translated into

concrete action.

i urge you to send a clear message that abuses against irregular

migrants will not be tolerated in mexico, by ensuring implementation of

an action plan to protect migrants in transit and report on its progress.

as a first step, i ask you to ensure effective investigation and prosecution

of those responsible for abuses against migrants and the collection

and publication of nationwide data on criminal investigations. 

Yours sincerely, 
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Image: a central american migrant waiting to catch a train north 

at one of the migrant shelters run by the catholic church, tierra Blanca,

Veracruz state, mexico, June 2009. 
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