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Haiti: Declaration by Irene Khan, Secretary General of Amnesty
International, to commemorate the 200th anniversary of Haitian
independence

On 1st January 2004, the worlds first black republic Haiti, will celebrate the 200th anniversary of it's births,
on the eve of it's bicentennial we at Amnesty International would like to recognize the efforts of countless
men and women who have struggled to make human rights real for the people of Haiti.

Unfortunately following it's Independence Haiti has suffered a string of dictators and human rights
abuse.

Some reforms were made after the first peaceful hand-over between elected governments 8 years
ago, however to this day Haiti remains one of the poorest countries in the world, and human rights abuses
are again on the increase, and so on the eve of it's bicentennial Amnesty International is issuing a plan of
action with ten concrete points, and we call on the leaders of Haiti of all political persuasion, as well as on
world leaders, to support this plan of action and to make human rights real for the people of Haiti.

The people of Haiti deserve no less.
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For more information please call Amnesty International's press office in London, UK, on +44 20 7413 5566
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