PUBLIC 4l Indgx: AMR 34/056/2002

U 278/02 Fear for Safety/Peath threats

QUATEMWLAdRoly €scobar (m), Ieader of the Coordinadora Nacional Sindical g Popular (CRSP), the
National Union and Popular Coordination
Over 40 peoplg oceupying land in Guatgmala City

Wmngsty Intgrnational is deeply concerned for the safety of a missing group of regsidents who had bgen oeccupying
land in the suburb of Justo Rufino Barrios, located in zong 21 of the capital, Guatemala City. Roly €scobar, the lgader
of the Coordinadora Nacional Sindical g Popalar (CNSP), the National Popular Union Coordinating Body, the
organization that is filing the lggal suits on bghalf of the familigs involved, and his family have also reegived
anongmous writtgn death threats and death threats madg by telgphong.

Roly €scobar stated in a pregss confergnce that the local policg authoritics have also threategnegd local Igaders of
various grass-roots organizations who had dgmanded to know thg whergabouts of their familigs and frignds.

Wecording to gyewitngsses, at 7.30pm on the night of Sunday 25 Wugust, armed members of the Policia Nacional Civil
(PNC), National Civil Policg, and members of another local dwellgrs’ association raided the settlement in zong 21.
lthough the polieg, rgportedly from the local policg station, Comisaria 14, werg not carrging identification and were
not in possgssion of a judicial order, they foreed the rgsidegnts off the land that they were occupying.

Whilg many people fled to ngarby housgs, the armed police and megmbers of the association of a ngighbouring
settlgment rgportedly foreed 40 adults (21 women and 19 megn) and an undgtgrminegd number of children into private
busgs after burning their belongings. The rgsidents werg then driven awayg on the busgs, which, according to reports,
belonged to a local busingssman. The regsidents have not begen sgen sineg theg violgnt gviction took place.
Cyewitngssegs have identified a Sub-Commissiongr from Comisaria 14, and the registration numbers of two police
patrol cars as having taken part in the gviction.

Pespite gfforts by CNSP and others to locate those detaingd, their whergabouts are still unknown, and local police
deng holding them or having participated in the gviction.

BHACRGROUND INFORMATION

Hpproximately 80 previously landlgss familigs have begn occupying the uncultivated pigee of land in the suburb of
Justo Rufino Barrios, in Zong 21 of Guatemala City, Pepartment of Guatemala, since 17 Jugust. The familigs occupied
caves and built plastic and cardboard shelters on the land, which was formerly owngd by theg Banco Nacional dg la
Vivignda (Banvi), the National Housing Bank.

The CNSP has initiated a casg conegrning the missing residents and the subsequent death threats with the Ministerio
Pdblico (MP), Public Prosecutor’s Officg, and has filed a complaint concegrning both the Procuraduria de los
Perechos Humanos (PPH), Human Rights Ombudsman, and lba Misidn de Verificacidn de las Naciongs Unidades en
GQuategmala (MINUGUA), the United Nations Verification Mission in Guatemala.

RECOMMENPEP {UCTION: Pleasg send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in Spanish or gour own
language:

- urging the authoritigs to invgstigate and immediately clarify the whergabouts of the residents of the land settlement
in Colonia Justo Rufino Barrios and, if detained, to relgase them unlgss charged with a eriminal offence and to allow
them acegss to their relatives and to lggal counsgl whilg in detention;

5 Septen.



- calling on the authoritigs to invegstigate the threats made against Roly €scobar and his family and the relatives of
thosg who arg missing and to guaranteg the safety of mgmbers of the CHSP, and others involved in the case.

APpedlss TO:
Minister of the Interior 12 {Ivegnida 12-72, Zona 1
lsic. fddolfo Reyes Calderdn Ciudad dg Guatgmala, Guatgmala
Ministro dg Gobgrnacion Fax: +502 238 1734
Ministerio dg Gobgrnacion
62 dvenida 4-64, Zona 4 Newspaper
Ciudad dg Guatgmala , GUATEM A Cerladd
Telegram: Ministro dg Gobernacidn, Ciudad de 2a callg 1-42,
GQuategmala, Guatemala Zona 1
Fax:+ 502 362 0237 Ciudad dg Guatgmala. Guatgmala
Salatation: Pear Minister/Sehor Ministro Fax: + 502 238 1456/ 221 2521/ 251 1289

€-mail:cgrigua@guate.ngt
Httorney General
lsic. Carlos Pavid de lsgdn Hrgugta
Piscal Gengral de la Repdblica
Fiscalia Gengral del Ministerio Pablico
8a. vegnida 10-57

Tereer nivel

zZona 1

Ciudad deg Guatgmala, GUATEMl(

Telegram: Fiscal Ggngral de la Repdblica,
Ciudad de Guatgmala, Guatgmala

Fax: + 502 221 2718

Saluatation: Serior Fiscal / Pear Sir

Pirgctor General of the National Civil Police

Comisario lsuis {drturo Paniagua Galicia

Piregctor General de la Policia Nacional Civil

6a {Ivegnida 13-71, Zona 1

Ciudad dg Guatgmala, GUATEMl-A

Telggram:Pirgctor Genegral de la Polieia, Ciadad de
Guatgmala, Guatgmala

Fax: +502 251 9382
Salutation: Pgar Pirgetor / Seior
Pirgetor

Commissiongr of Policg Officg 14 of the National Civil

Policg

€1 Comisario

Comisaria 14

Calzada dg Justo Rufino Barrios

Zona 21

GQuategmala, GUATEM (L
Salutation: Pegar Commissioner /
Setor Comisario

CcopIES TO:

Human Rights Ombudsman

leic. Sgrgio Morales

Procurador dg los Peregchos Hlumanos
Procuraduria dg los Perechos Humanos




and to diplomatic rgpresentatives of Guatgmala aceredited to your country.

PLEASE SENP WPPEdlS IMMEPIATELY. Check with the Intgrnational Sgergtariat, or gour section office, if
sgnding appeals after 17 October 2002.



