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QUATEMWLdFelipa Toj Gdmez (f), human rights defender
Manugla Macaria Moralgs (f), human rights defender

- megmbers of the Council of €thnic Communitigs "We are all €qual" (Consgjo de Comunidades Emnicas
"Runujel Junam, CER))

Human rights defenders Pelipa Toj Gémez and Manugla Macaria Moralgs have beegn foreegd to Igave their homes in
the municipality of Chiniqug, €1 Quich¢, after six armed men wearing hoods and dressed in oliveg green clothes similar
to thosg worn by the army surrounded their homes on 26 Jugust 1997.

The two womgn arg members of the Council of €thniec Communitigs "We are all €qual" (Consejo de Comunidades
€Etnicas "Runujel Junam', CERJ) and haveg lgd human rights workshops aimed specifically at indiggnous women.
Sineg the incident, they have been taking refuge in the CERJ offices in the town of Santa Cruz del Quichg.

CeRJ beligves that the lategst incident is linked to threats that have been made by two members of the commanity in
which the women live. Thesg two individuals have accused Manugla Macaria Moralgs, Telipa Toj Gdmez and others
of belonging to thg former Guatgmalan guerrilla group, the Guatgmalan National Revolutionary Unity, (dridad
Revolucionaria Nacional Gualemalieca, (IRNG) and have been Regping wateh on their activities. CERJ has called on
the govegrnment to undgrtake an immediate invgstigation into the incident and to guaranteeg the safety of the two
women.

BHACRGROUND INFORMATION

CeRJ was formed in July 1988 to proteet indiggnous peoples’ rights and was particularly activg in protegsting at
peasants being foreed to join the Voluntary Civil Pefence Committees (Comités Voluntarios de Pefensa Civil, CVPCS),
auxiliarg bodigs of the armed foregs which wereg implicated in serious human rights violations. Though formally
disbanded, former megmbers of the CVPCs continug to commit human rights violations. Sineg its foundation, CER)
has been the target of a wide range of human rights violations, in particular dirgceted at its president, Imilcar M¢ndez
Urizar.

Pespite the signing of a peace agreement between the government and the URNG in Deeember 1996, Wmnesty
Intgrnational has continuegd to recgive an alarming number of rgports of death threats and harassment against human
rights defenders and relatives of vietims of army massacrgs. The authoritics have failed to carry out full
invgstigations to identify thosg rgsponsiblg and bring them to justicg.

RECOMMENDPED HCTION: Please sgnd telegrams/faxes/express/airmail letters in Spanish or your own languagge:

- grpressing conegrn about the threats against Felipa Toj Gomez and Manugla Macaria Moralgs;

- urging the authoritigs to take immediate steps to guarantee their safety, to investigate without delay the acts of
intimidation to which they have been subjected in order to identify thoseg responsiblg and bring them to justicg;

- calling for all ngegssary steps to gffectively prevent threats, intimidation, or othgr human rights violations against
human rights defenders in ling with the March 1994 Global Human Rights fecord, ong of the agreements reached
betwgen the URNG and the government during the peace proegss neggotiations. Clause 7 of the Hecord stated that
the Guatgmalan Govgrnment agreed to take steps to gnsure the seearity of peopleg and institutions working in human
rights proteetion.



ApPpeElss TO:

President of the Republie

8.e. flvaro frzd Irigoyen

Presidente de la Repdblica dg Guategmala

Palacio Nacional

62 Callg gy 7@ fdvgnida, Zona 1

Guategmala, QUUTEM{ s

Faxes: +502 221 4537/230 1502 (if voice, ask “me puedge dar tono dg fag, por favor”)
€-mail: alvaroarzu@guatgconnget.com

Telggrams: Presidente, Guatemala, Guatemala

Salutation: &r Presidente / Pear President

Httorngy Gengral

leic. Hgetor Hugo Perez Hguilera

Piscal General de la Nacion

Ministerio Pdblico

62 Hvenida 3-11, Zona 4

Guatemala , GUATEM Al

Faxes: +502 331 7066

Telegrams: Fiscal Gengral, Guatgmala, Guatgmala
Salutation: Sehor Fiscal / Pear dttorngy Gengral

copIes TO:

Human Rights Procurator

lsic. Jorge Mario Garcia saguardia
Procurador de los Perechos Humanos
Procaduria de los Perechos Humanos
12 Avegnida 12-72, Zona 1

Guategmala, QUUETEM{ s

Tel/Fax: +502 230 0877

Faxes: +502 238 1734/251 7769

Head of the Presidential Coordinating Committeg of the Policigs of the €xecutive relating to Human Rights

licda. Marta (dltolaguirrg

Comisién Presidencial Coordinadora de la Politica del €jecutivo gn Materia dg Perechos Humanos (COPREPEH)
13 callg 15-33, Zona 13

GQuatemala , QUATEMAL(

Fax: +502 334 1615/334 1407

Human Rights Organization

Sefores

CeRrJ

5a fIvegnida 3-13

Santa Cruz del Quichg, €1 Quich¢, GUETEMAlH

and to diplomatie representatives of Guatgmala aceredited to your country.

Pledse SENP Wppedlsd IMMEPIATELY. Check with the International Sgeretariat, or your section office, if
sgnding appeals after 16 October 1997.



