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Further information on UA 418/90 (AMR 34/62/90, 15 October, and follow-up
AMR 34/73/90, 30 November) - Fear of "Disappearance"

GUATEMALA: Maria TIU TOJIN
+ her one-month-old baby daughter Maria Josefa TIU TOJIN
and new names: Victoria TIU TOJIN

Magdalena PERPUAC MEJIA
On the morning of 29 August 1990 Maria Tiu Tojin and her one-month-old
daughter Maria Josefa Tiu Tojin were detained by the army in the Santa
Clara, in the Amakchel area of El Quiché department, along with a group
of 85 peasants, including women and children, belonging to a Comunidad
de Poblacidn en Resistencia (CPR), Community of Peoples in Resistance.
They were forced to walk for nine hours, until they reached Amakchel.
There they were taken to the village school and held for nine days. The
only time they left the school was to undergo interrogation at the local

military garrison. Maria Tiu Tojin, was accused by the authorities of
belonging to an armed opposition group and reportedly subjected to
prolonged interrogations during the time th group was detained at the
school. On 9 September, the group was eventually transferred to the
military garrison in central Nebaj. The group was then taken to the a
refugee and displaced persons' centre nearby run by the Comisién Especial
de Atencidén de Refugiados (CEAR), Special Commission for the Care of
Refugees, a government refugee organization. However, Maria Tiu Tojin
was separated from the group at the Nebaj military garrison, and were
apparently taken to a military base outside Nebaj. They have not been
seen since.

Those detained at CEARD remained there for about three months,
and then were transferred by the authorities to "model villages" under
strict army control or to their places of origin. One of those was
Magdalena Perpuac Mejia, a friend of Maria Tiu Tojin, who was returned
to her home village of Parraxtut, in El Quiché department. When Magdalena
Perpuac returned to Parraxtut, a meeting was organized between military
commissioners (Comisionados militares, civilian agents of themilitary),
and the villagers, to decide whether she should be allowed to stay.
Although the villagers originally refused her stay, it was decided that
she should be allowed to stay, as members of the CPRs are generally
regarded by the army as having close links with guerrilla organizations,
on condition that she would not leave the village. However, on 24 January
she went to Santa Cruz del Quiché to give testimony to judicial authorities
about her friend's "disappearance". She was accompanied by Victoria Tiu
Tojin, Maria Tiu Tojin's sister. Victoria Tiu Tojin, also a resident
of Parraxtut, has been reportedly repeatedly threatened by military
commissioners since she denounced the killing of one of her relatives,
Maria Mejia, and the wounding of Maria Mejia's husband Pedro Castro Tojin
in Parraxtut in March 1990, by a group of men in plain clothes, including
two military commissioners. Other members of the family had also been
threatened by four military commissioners because they had given
information on the incident. (See UA 113/90 of 20 March 1990, UA 130/90
of 30 March 1990 and its follow-up of 27 April 1990).

The two women returned to Parraxtut on 25 January. In view of the
previous threats directed against Victoria Tiu Tojin and against those
who denounced human rights violations in Parraxtut, Amnesty International



is concerned for the safety of both Magdalena Perpuac Mejia and Victoria
Tiu Tojin.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTION: Telegrams/telexes/faxes/telephone
calls/express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern at the continuing "disappearance"”" of Maria Tiu Tojin
and her daughter Maria Josefa;

- expressing concern at the reported threats frommilitary commissioners
received by Victoria Tiu Tojin and expressing concern for her safety
and the safety of Magdalena Perpuac Mejia;

- asking that steps be taken to guarantee their safety.

APPEALS TO:

S.E. Jorge Serrano Elias

Presidente de la Republica de Guatemala

Palacio Nacional

Guatemala, Guatemala

Tel: +502 2 21212, +502 2 22266

Fax: +502 2 537472; +502 2 519702

Telex: 5331 CAPRES GU

Telegrams: Presidente Serrano, Guatemala, Guatemala

Cnel. Ricardo Méndez Ruiz

Ministro de Gobernacidn

Despacho Ministerial

Oficina No. 8, Primer Nivel

Palacio Nacional

Guatemala, Guatemala

Tel: + 502 2 21212, ext 500; 518105-6

Fax: + 502 2 518105

Telex: 5085 MINGOB GU

Telegrams: Ministro Gobernacién, Guatemala, Guatemala

Gral. Luis Francisco Mendoza Garcia

Ministro de Defensa

Ministerio de Defensa

Palacio Nacional

Guatemala, Guatemala

Tel: +502 2 21212, ext 2226

Fax: +502 2 537472

Telex: 5361 COMGUA GU

Telegrams: Ministro Defensa Mendoza, Guatemala, Guatemala

Sefior Juez

Juzgado Segundo do Primera Instancia
2 Calle y 1 Av, Edificio Tribunales
Zona 1, Santa Cruz del Quiché

El Quiché, Guatemala

Tel: 502 9 551272

COPIES TO:

Procurador de Derechos Humanos
Avenida Simedén Cafias 10-61
Zona 2,

Guatemala, Guatemala

Sehiores



Consejo de Comunidades Etnicas "Runujel Junam" (CERJ)
5a Avenida 3-13, Zona 5

Santa Cruz del Quiché

Guatemala

Comandante

Base Militar No. 20
Santa Cruz del Quiché
El Quiché

Guatemala

Diario Siglo XXI
7a Avenida 11-79
Edificio Galerias Espafia, 60 piso

Zzona 9, Guatemala, Guatemala

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International
Secretariat or your section office if sending appeals after

12 March 1991.



