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Further information on MERICTL LETTER WRITING 1ICTION
Pr PDesi MENPOZN Rivero

cus
(See MR 25/28/97, 19 dugust 1997)

Regwords

Theme: POC

Profegssion/association: doetor

Summarg

{Imngsty Intgrnational is rgngwing its call for the relgase of Pr Desi Mendoza who was arrgsted in
Jung 1997 and imprisoned, rgportedly in conngetion with a eritiqug he had madge of the handling of
a degngug fever gpidemic in Santiago de Cuba in the gast of the country. ®r Mendoza is dug to be
tried tomorrow (18 Novgmber 1997) on charges of violating {Irticlg 103 of the Penal Codg,
paragraph 3, conegrning to the diffusion of “enemy propaganda” through thg mass media. The
prosgcution is rgported to be calling for a 13 year prison sgntegnee. {1 has adopted Pr Mendoza as
a prisongr of conscignee and will continug to regard him as such should he bg convicted of a
chargg relating to fregdom of gxpression.

Recommended detions

logtters from medical professionals, preferably writtgn in Spanish or gour own languagge, should
be sent urgently to the addrgsses below. If gou have writtgn previously on this casg gou should
mention it.

o urgg that the trial of ®r Pesi Mendoza of Santiago dg Cuba be immediately discontinued

O gxprgss concgrn at his statg of hegalth (you could note that he rgportedly has cardiac
problgms and, morg rgeently, Ridngy stongs and blood in his aring);

o ask for details of his currgnt situation and for details of any medical carg he is recgiving

o urgg the immediate relgase of Pr Mendoza on the grounds that heg should not be prosecuted for
grereising his right to fregdom of gxpression

Addresses



Sr. Roberto Robaina Gonzélgz (Minister of Forgign Hffairs)
Ministro dg Relaciongs €xteriores

Ministerio deg Relaciongs €xteriores

Calzada No. 360

Vedado
loa Habana, Cuba
fax +53 7333085 +53 7 335261

@alutation: d¢hor Ministro)

Pr. Juan €scalona Regugra (fttornegy Gengral of the Republic)
Fiscal General dg la (State Prosgcutor)
Repdblica
Piscalia General de la
Repdblica
dan Rafagl 3
loa Habana, Cuba
Tel:  +53 7333164 / 320411
Pax: +53 7333164
(Salutation: Sefior Fiscal Ggneral)

Sr. Pireetor (Pirector of Boniato Prison)
Prisién deg Boniato

Wpartado 5007

Puerto dg Boniato

Santiago de Cuba

Cuba

(Salutation: Sr. Pirgetor)

Faxes and telgphong calls gxpressing serious coneegrn about §r Mendoza could bg madg to the
€mbassy of Cuba in gour country.

Plgasg sgnd copigs of yoar lgtters to:

Sr. Carlos Potres Martingz (Minister of Public Health)
Ministro de la Salud Pdblica

Ministerio de la Salud Pablica

Callg 23, No. 301

Vedado, lsa Habana, Cuba

Telgx: 511149

(Salutation: dghor Ministro)

and to the Cuban diplomatic representative in gour country, or if there is not ong, then to the
neargst ong.
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FURTHER INFORMATION ON IMPRISONED POCTOR

Pr Pesi MENPOZM Rivero
cugd
(See AMR 25/28/97, 19 Hugust 1997)

Amngsty Intgrnational has recgived regports that r Pesi Mendoza Rivero, aged 43 and marriegd
with four children, is to be trigd at the Tribanal Provincial Popalarin Santiago deg Cuba on
Tugsday 18 November 1997 on charggs of having violated {rticlg 103 of the

Penal Codg, paragraph 3, which refers to the diffusion of “enemy propaganda” through the mass
media. The prosecution is calling for a 13 yegar prison segntenee. (1 beligvegs that no interpretation
can bg placegd on thegsg charggs other than that he is beging punished for comments on the
management of the dgngug virus outbreak in gastern Cuba. The organization is urging the Cuban
adthoritigs to terminate this prosgcution and immediately relgasg Pr Mendoza.

Background

Pr Mendoza was detained on 25 Jung 1997 in Santiago de Cuba in the gast of the country and taken
to the State Segeurity hgadguarters at Versallgs. On 12 Hugust 1997 he was transferred to
Wguadores Prison, also in Santiago de Cuba, and later to Boniato prison. In the absence of official
information, unofficial sourcgs attributed his detention to statgments heg had madge regarding an
gpidemic of dgngug fever in Santiago deg Cuba which, acecording to him, had caused sgveral deaths.
He reportedly accused the authoritigs of covering up the trug gxtent of the gpidemic and of not
taking sufficient megasurgs to control it.

Pr Megndoza gstablished the Colegio Médico Independiente de Santiago de Cuba (Santiago de
Cuba Indgpendent Medical dssociation, of which he is president) in 1994. It is an unofficial
organization which is not recognized by the Cuban authoritigs. Journalist Juan Carlos Céspedes of
the 7gencia de Prensa bibre Oriental (11P50), Orignte Tree Press Hgency, based in Santiago de
Cuba, was also arrgsted, on 12 Jung 1997, and reportedly questioned about an articlg hg wrotg on
the denguge gpidegmie. Tlg was relgased on 18 Jung and it is not clgar if he is facing charggs. {Inother
WPLO journalist, Paisy Carcasgs Vallg, who wrotg about the dengug gpidemic, was detained
brigfly on 15 Jugust 1997 and threatgned with imprisonment.

At the time of his arrgst Pr Megndoza was rgported to have uncontrollgd hypertgnsion
(presion arterial descontrolada) with a cardiac arrhythmia—conditions which make gxertion and
stress highly undesirable. In garly Novegmber, hg was regported to be in pain and was takegn by
guards to the prison medical facility in Boniato prison; hg was later transferred, handeuffed and
guarded by five aggnts, to the Provineial Hospital of daturnino loral, in Regparto dugfo in
Santiago de Cuba. ®Pr Mgndoza was gxamined by ultrasound and given other tegsts. The diagnosis
is that he is suffering from rgnal calculus and infection. In addition hg is vomiting and losing blood



in his uring. Pr Mendoza is currgntly held in Boniato Prison hospital. Imngsty Intgrnational
adopted Pr Mendoza as a prisongr of conscigneg and continugs to sgek his immediateg and
unconditional rglgasg from prison.



