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COLOMBIWMartha lsucia Renteria, (f), Human Rights Pefender in
Vallg del Cauca Pepartment

Wmngsty Intgrnational is sgriously conegrned for the safety of Martha Lucia Renterfa a human rights defender in the
municipality of Jamundi, Vallg del Cauca Pepartment, after recegnt threats against her.

On 26 Sgptegmber 2002 at 1:00 pm two unidentified men gntered the offieg of the Regional Human Rights Ombudsman,
Pefensoria del Pueblo Regional, in Vallg del Cauea, and insisted on knowing the whergabouts of Martha Lucia
Renterfa. When they did not reegive an answer from people in reegption, they went to the desk of ong of the
gmployees and said in a thregategning tong: Pon’t worry, we will find where she is today ™ (“no se preocuper gue
nosoltros la gncontraremos donde gsté en ¢l dia de hog’).

Martha lucia Renterfa is a megmber of the regional office of the non-govegrnmental human rights organization
Sembrar. s part of her work she usually accompanigs displaced people to the Regional Human Rights Ombudsman
Officg in Vallg del Cauca to rgport their situation.

s a human rights dgfender Martha lucia Renteria has publicly degnounced important casgs of Killings,
“disappgarancgs” and displacgment. Becausg of her public declarations an attempt against Martha lucia Renteria’s
life was madg on 29 Sgptember 2000 when she was shot at after attending a megeting.

The seriousngss of these threats has foreed Sembrar to consider asking the Inter-fmerican Commission of Human
Rights for thg samge protection megasurgs for the members of its regional officg as thosg of the national officg in
Bogota.

BUACKGROUND INFORMWITION

The displaced communitigs and organizations that work with them are regularly victims of intimidation, abduction
and murder, generally by army-backed paramilitary groups, but also by soldigrs or the armed opposition group
Pugrzas 7irmadas Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC), Revolutionary Wrmed Foregs of Colombia.

Sembrar is a non-governmental human rights organization that has specialized in defending the lggal rights of
vietims of human rights violations in various regions of Colombia documenting human rights violations in the
reggions, and supporting national and international solidarity initiatives with local communitigs.

RECOMMENDED UCTION: Pleasg send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in Spanish or gour own
language:

- grpressing conegrn for the safety of Martha lucia Renteria and urging the Colombian authoritigs to take immediate
and ¢ffective action to guaranteg her safety, in accordance with her wishes;

- asking them also to take immediate and gffective action to gnsurg that Martha lucia Renteria, other members of
Sembrar and othegr human rights defenders in the Vallg del Cauca Pgepartment can carry out their Iggitimate and
important work for the defencge of human rights in safety;

- regminding the authorities of their obligations to human rights defenders, as laid out in the United Nations
Peelaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Socigty to Promote and Proteet
Universally Recognised Hluman Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, the Human Rights Pefenders in the {Imericas
rgsolution of the Organization of fmerican Statgs and in rgpeated recommendations madg to them by the United
Nations;

Fear for



- arging the government to issug a public statement recognizing the Iggitimacy of work for regspeet of the human
rights of the civilian population affected by the armed confliet;

- urging the authoritics to take immediate action to dismantlg paramilitary groups, in ling with rgpeated United
Nations recommendations.

ApPpeElss TO:

President of Colombia

Sefor Presidente divaro Uribe Vélez, Presidente de la Repdblica
Palacio de Narino, Carrgra 8§ No. 7-26, Santaf¢ dg Bogotd, Colombia
Telegrams:President Uribe, Bogotd, Colombia

Telegx: 44281 PHLP CO

Fax: + 571566 20 71/ 576 20 7§

Salatation: €xeelegntisimo Sr. Presidentg/Pear President

Minister of the Intgrior and Justicg

Sr. Fernando lsondono Hoyos,

Ministro del Interior y de Justicia, Ministerio del Interior,
Palacio €cheverry, Carrgra 8a, No.8-09, piso 20.,
Santaf¢ dg Bogotd, Colombia

Telggram: Ministro Interior, Bogota, Colombia
Fax:  +571566 4573

Salutation: Pear Sir / Sr. Ministro

Attorngy General

Pr. louis Camilo Osorio,

Piscal General de la Nacidn, Fiscalia General de la Nacion,

Piagonal 228 52-01 (Ciudad Salite),

Santaf¢ dg Bogotd, Colombia

Telggram: Fiscal Gengral, Bogota, Colombia

Pax:  +571570 2022/ 2017 (if somgong answers say “mg da tono dg  fax por favor”)
Salutation: Pear Pr. Osorio / €stimado Pr. Osorio

copIes TO:

Sembrar
Non-governmental tiuman Rights Organization
Wpartado {é¢reo 18621, Santaf¢ dg Bogotd, Colombia

and to diplomatic rgpresegntatives of Colombia aceredited to your country.

Pledse SENP [HpPPedlsd IMMEPIFATELY. Check with the International Sgeretariat, or gour section office, if
segnding appgals after 17 November 2002.



