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UA 260/95  Apparent Extrajudicial Execution /  

   Fear for Safety 22 November 1995 

 

COLOMBIAFernando Carrillo Villegas Como 

    Civilians in the Vereda La Paz  
 

There are serious fears for the safety of the inhabitants of the hamlet of 

La Paz, Pailitas municipality, in the south of Cesar department, following 

reports of the extrajudicial execution of Fernando Carrillo Villegas Como by 

members of a paramilitary group who also threatened other local people. 

 

On 11 November 1995 several armed men identifying themselves as members of 

a paramilitary group, went to the house of one of the inhabitants, Eliseo 

Narváez. They beat him and told him that he would have to leave the hamlet 

and that he should inform the other families that they had eight days to move 

out of the hamlet or they would be killed.    

 

Afterwards, they forced Eliseo Narváez to go with them to another house where 

they called for Fernando Carrillo Villegas to come out. The paramilitaries 

beat him and carried him to a nearby path where Fernando Carrillo was bound 

and tortured (his eyes were gouged out and his mouth cut) before being killed. 

The paramilitaries accused him of being a member of the ELN, Ejército de 

Liberación Nacional, National Liberation Army guerrilla group.  His corpse 

was dragged along a road where it was abandoned. 

 

The paramilitary unit went back to Eliseo Narváez and told him that if they 

saw him again in the hamlet, he would not live more than two seconds and repeated 

their threats against all the other inhabitants.          

 

Many families have reportedly left the area since the killing and threats.  

It is believed that Eliseo Narváez has also left.  However, there is serious 

concern for the remaining inhabitants. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

Despite repeated government pledges to protect human rights, members of the 

Colombian and security forces together with their paramilitary allies continue 

to commit serious abuses with virtual impunity. Many paramilitary groups have 

their origins in the civilian "self-defence" squads which the army created 

in the 1980s to act as auxiliaries during counter-insurgency operations. Over 

the past five years, several thousand civilians have been killed by paramilitary 

groups throughout the country. Although in 1989 the Colombian government 

suspended the legal base for the formation of paramilitary organizations and 

issued directives to the Colombia armed forces to combat and disband such groups, 

paramilitary forces have continued to kill and "disappear" perceived opponents 

with impunity in many areas of the country and continue to work with the support 

of the security forces.  President Ernesto Samper Pizano, who assumed office 

on 7 August 1994, has made repeated promises, both during his election campaign 

and since taking office, to improve the human rights situation. His promises 

include a commitment to dismantle paramilitary forces, however no action has 

been taken to control their actions and to hold members accountable for serious 

and widespread human rights violations. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express/airmail 

letters in  or your own language: 
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- expressing concern for the safety of the families in the hamlet of La Paz, 

in Pailitas municipality, Cesar department following the torture and killing 

of Fernando Carrillo Villegas Como on 11 November 1995; 

- calling for a full and impartial investigations into this apparent 

extrajudicial execution by members of a paramilitary group, and calling for 

the results to be made public and for the perpetrators to be brought to justice;  

- urging that the government should immediately fulfil its commitment to disband 

paramilitary forces presently operating as auxiliaries of the armed forces 

or with armed forces' complicity. Members of such forces responsible for human 

rights violations should be brought to justice. 

 

APPEALS TO: 

 

1) President of Colombia: 

Señor Presidente Ernesto Samper Pizano  

Presidente de la República 

Palacio de Nariño 

Santafé de Bogotá, Colombia  

Telegrams: President Samper Pizano, Bogotá, Colombia  

Telexes: 44281 PALP CO 

Faxes: + 57 1 289 3377 / 286 7434 

Salutation:Excelentísimo Sr. Presidente/Dear President Samper 

 

2) Attorney General  

Dr. Alfonso Valdivieso Sarmiento 

Fiscal General de la Nación 

Fiscalia General de la Nación 

Apartado Aéreo 29855 

Santafé de Bogotá 

Colombia 

Telegrams:Fiscal General Valdivieso, Fiscalia General, Bogotá, Colombia 

Faxes:+ 57 1 245 5292 or 288 2828 

Salutation: Estimado Dr. Valdivieso/Dear Dr. Valdivieso 

 

3) Minister of the Interior 

Dr. Horacio Serpa Uribe 

Ministro del Interior 

Ministerio del Interior 

Carrera 8a, No.8-09, Piso 7 

Santafé de Bogotá  

COLOMBIA 

Telegrams: Ministro del Interior Serpa, Bogota, Colombia 

Telexes:45406 MINGO CO 

Faxes:+ 57 1 286 65 24/ 286 00 53/ 286 04 85 

Salutation:Sr. Ministro/Dear Minister 

 

4) Minister of Defence 

Dr. Juan Carlos Esguerra Portocarrero  

Ministro de Defensa Nacional 

Ministerio de Defensa Nacional 

Avenida Eldorado CAN - Carrera 52 

Santafé de Bogotá, Colombia 

Telegrams:Ministro de Defensa , Bogota, Colombia 

Telexes:42411 INPRE CO; 44561 CFAC CO 

Faxes:+ 57 1 222 1874 

Salutation: Sr. Ministro/Dear Minister 
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COPIES TO: 

 

Alternative Legal Association 

MINGA 

AA 40303 

Santafé de Bogotá 

Colombia 

 

and to diplomatic representatives of Colombia accredited to your country. 

 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, 

or your section office, if sending appeals after 8 January 1996. 


