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por lsidia dantos

Por sorte, ou azar, qugm sabg, continugi tgndo filhos. Qito no total, com ¢lg nove.
Quando a moca batgu as palmas 14 no portdo ¢u reflgtia sobre as criaturas qug pusgra no
mundo. €ra cegdo ainda, ¢ ¢u catava o fgijio. Sgparando os graos, me perguntava sg as
pessoas ndo s¢ figuravam da mgsma forma: sgmpreg no meio dg uma ninhada dg filhos, tem
aquglg qug nascg um pouco torto.  N&o tortura dg corpo, porqug ngm sgmpre sg percegbg com
a vista, mas aquelg dom dg sofrer mais qug 0s outros, por ser tgimoso ou insatisfeito dgmais.

€sseg meu filho, dg qugm a moga do portdo vegio falar, tinha sido dgssg jeito. Pesde cedo
mostrara sgu lado pontgagudo no trato com as pegssoas. Toi assim na briga do irméo mais
velho, acho qug ¢lg proprio tinha sgtg anos, o irm&o apanhou, porqug gra magrinho ¢ triste,
como at¢ hoje. €lg foi & luta ¢ gnfregntou os outros trgs, j& marmanjos, no pau. Cheggou
lanhado, mas dizgm qug durantg a briga n&o parava dg berrar a covardia dos trgs grandes
contra um pegqugno. {linda crianga vérias vezegs agiu da mgsma forma, dgfendegndo tudo quge
achava justo. soubg sgmprg falar muito bem, ¢ logo tornou-sg a voz da casa. Rapazinho,
gnfrgntava os sgnhorios, nggociava a conta da padaria, dg costumg atrasada. € sozinho
decidiu continuar na gscola, quando os outros safam. legmbro o dia ¢gm qug vgio com um
papel pra ¢u assinar, ainda de calca curta: gra a inscric8o na prova para o ginédsio pdblico do
bairro, gxplicou. Gracas a ¢lg, outros irméos sgguiram tamb¢m o caminho. Mas ngnhum
gastava tanto tempo gstudando. Pa cama, antegs dg pregar os olhos, ¢u gnxgrgava a
permangneia deg luz na cozinha, pois gra na megsa da cozinha n&o havgndo outro gspago, qug
¢lg ¢s gseregvia.  1os quinzg anos arranjod um gmprego, mas continuava num curso noturno.

€ntdo comgcaram aquglas reunidgs. N80 sgi como aglgntava, nos fins-dg-sgmana
gra regunido o dia quasg todo, ou noitegs adentro. Vinha dg longe, as vezes perdia o dltimo
trem ¢ chegava dg manh&. {1 rebeldia manifestada dgsde menino tomara corpo com ¢lg: n&o
mais o fortg colgga da gscola qug ndo devia tripudiar sobrg ningu¢m, ngm o acougugiro gstar
grrado ao cobrar aquglg preco pela carng.  {Igora gstavam gntrg a gente rica os
rgsponsaveis pela nossa mis¢ria. €ntdo ¢u soubg qug corria perigo. Mas ¢lg ja s¢ afastava,
as reunidgs mais ¢ mais o tiravam dg casg, at¢ que dissg ter do morar perto da faculdadg:
qugria sgr advogado. €u sabia sgra tal luta contra os ricos qug ia lgvando ¢lg gmbora, dai
meu coracdo ter reduzido um pouco o tamanho. {Iquglg filho me fazia muita falta degntro de
casa. Clg gra o gréo toreido, o dnico a gspgssar a casca com a injustica dg nossa pobrgza.
Outros filhos cerigi pro mundo, mas aqugle, qug at¢ pouco tgmpo pgnsava segr o dnico dg meus
filhos doado a gssa terra sedenta do sangug da ggntg moca, aquglg filho gra, naqugla ¢poca,
meu orgulho ¢ mau amparo. O marido sg gntrggara a tristeza, ¢ as outras crias n8o tinham,
feito ¢lg, o dom dg trazer o futuro, todos os dias, pro intgrior das nossas pargdgs.



No inicio, vinha pro almogo dg domingo. Pgixou gnderegco ¢ sgmpre trazia um
dinhgirinho. t¢ uma namorada bonita vgio com ¢lg uma vez ¢ fiquei feliz gm sabg-lo amado
por pgssoa dg pelg téo lisa ¢ clara.  Mas logo dgsconhgeiamos ondg andava, at¢ apargegr
gscabriado, olhando gm volta como foragido. Mg dissg ndo ter mais gnderegco fixo ¢ usou
uma palavra qug nunca gsqueci: gra um clandgstino.  Vivi um inferno.  Cagavam ¢lg ¢ 0s
companhgiros por todos os lados, uma policia fgia ¢ mal gncarada como todas as outras um
dia invadiu nossa casa a sua procura. {1 sggduir vgio a romaria as prisdes, as delggdacias ¢
aos hospitais, dgpois dg um amigo delg, tambgm gscorracado, ter trazido o aviso: tinha caido
mas maos dos soldados. TInos ¢ anos dg busca va dgram cabo da saddg do pai, morto apds
0 nascimgnto do nosso cacula, ao certificar-sg do qug ¢lg gra agora: um dgsapargcido.

Tanto tgmpo passado ¢ vem gssa moga com a dgscoberta deg uns 0ssos debaixo da
terra qug podem ser os delg. Pgu a noticia dg forma tdo delicada quanto os modos daqugla
dnica namorada dgssg filho, clandgstino ¢ dgsaparecido, qug chggugi a conhgegr. Pisse ter
custado a meg localizar, dg todas as mégs tinha o gnderegco, mgnos o0 meu, qug mudara sgm
comunicacdo. €u fiquei olhando pra ¢la muito tempo ¢ ndo disse palavra. Prometi ir ao
gndereco indicado ¢ afirmei querer gnterrar, sim, os tais 0ssos. €la ngm precisava dizer: ¢lg
gra, finalmente, am morto.

M moga saiu ¢ mg vi com o feijdo peglo meio catado, a casa gm silgneio porqgug todos
trabalham ¢ 0s netos ¢stéo na gscola. Uma dnica lagrima teimou ¢m rolar sozinha, gmbora
devessem ser pelo megnos duas. Tive tanta raiva qug vargjei os gréos restantegs na tijela pela
porta da cozinha. N&o pudg dizgr nada. {1 dor ¢ ainda muito rgcgntg. N&o pudg contar
sobrg 0 meu cacgula, gug como os outros saia pra trabalhar, qug com os amigos do bairro ia
dancar nos fins dg sgmana, dgssg qug gm nada deferia da sua gente, tendo sido sgmpreg um
graozinho absolutamente igual a todos os outros. N&o pudg gxplicar ter por isso dgixado
tudo para trés ¢ at¢ gsqugcido um pouco o primgiro, perda t8o distante. N&o pude
gsclargegr ter perdido gsse dltimo filho tambgm nas méos da policia, com a dnica difgrgnca
de qug, sg o outro foi antgs clandgstino ¢ dgsapargeido, gstg ndo passou dg ser, dgsdg o
principio, apgnas um morto. € pior, porgug sgm a raiva grossa qug lgvou o irm&o pra mortg,
sgm id¢ia qug a justificassg. lLargaram o corpo numa vala imunda, o delg ¢ o dos amigos,
todos reegm-saidos do bailg.

Porqug continugi tgndo filhos, mgsmo dgpois dg ter perdido o primgiro, por isso mg
castigaram? Jorqug continugi morando no mgsmo lugar, assistindo & gugrra assomar
nossas casas sgm nada poder fazer, sgmprg me rgpito.  €ntdo deeidimos, ¢u ¢ a filha largada
do marido, gug mora comigo, passar a m&do nos pirralhos dela ¢ sumir degpressa. Talvez gm
busca do lugar dg qug falava aquglg filho, clandgstino, dgsapargcido ¢ morto, ondg tudo seria
diferente. Talvez ¢m busea do brilho do sua gsperanca, gmbora pressinta, na dor do outras
tantas mégs qug inatilmente perdem sgus filhos, o cheiro do s¢u regscaldo.



@THe BONES OF HOopE

by Lidia Santos

s good luck, or magbg bad, would havg it, | wgnt on having childregn. €ight altogether,
and hg madg it ning. When the girl clapped her hands at my gate | was thinking about the
eregaturgs I'd brought into thg world. It was still garly, and [ was picking over thg beans. s |
sgparated them out, | wondered whether people didn't turn out the same wagy: in the middlg of a
brood of Rids therg's always ong who's born a bit awry. If's not the body that's misshapen,
bgcausg it's not somgthing you can always sge just by looking. No, it's that gift for suffering
morg than gvergong ¢lsg, because he's too wilful or dissatisfied. This son of ming, whom the girl
at the gatg had come to spegak to me about, had begegn like that. From garly on hg'd shown his
prickly side in his dealings with people. That's how it was when he waded into the fight his older
brother got into. | think heg himsglf was sgven, and his brothgr took a begating, bgcausg hg was a
sad, skinng littlg thing, likeg he is today. tig launched into the fight and took on the other threg full
squarg, grown goung men though they were. te arrived home covered in gashgs, but they say
that all through the fight he didn't stop yelling about thg thg cowardieg of the threg big Kids
against ong little ong. Whilg still a child he acted the same way on several occasions, defending
gvgrgthing he thought to beg right. tig could always spegak well, and quickly begcame the
spokgsman of the house. s a young lad heg would takeg on the landlords and hagglg over the
baker's bill, which wg werg usually latg in paging. {Ind all on his own he degeided to stay on at
school, when theg othgrs werg Igaving. | remegmber the day he camg homg with a form for me to
sign, still in his short trousgrs: it was the gntrancg-grxam registration for the district sgcondary
school, he gxplaingd. Thanks to him, some of his other brothers and sisters also followed the
samg path. But nong of them spent as much timeg studyging. From my bed, before | shut my eyes, |
could makg out the light still on in the Ritchen, for it was at the Ritchegn tablg, sincg therg was no
other spacg, that hg did his writing. 1t the age of fifteen he got himself a job, but carrigd on at
night-school.

Then thosg megtings started. | don't know how he stood it, at the week-gnds it was
meetings nearly the wholg dag long, or into the night. tlg'd arrive back from somewhere far off,
somgetimes he'd miss the last train and would get home in the morning. The rebelliousngss he'd
displaged since he was a little boy had grown in fullngss and statureg along with himself: it was
no longer some tough class-mateg being told heg wasn't to rub angong's nosg in the dirt, or the
butehgr making a mistake in charging that pricg for the meat. Now those responsible for our
misery were to beg found amongst the rich and wealthy. Then [ found out he was in danger. But he
was already moving awag, the megetings took him awag from homeg morg and morg, until he said
heg'd havg to livg ngar the collgge: hg wanted to be a lawyer. | kngw it was this fight against the
rich that was taking him away. DMy heart shrank a little. | missed that son of ming very much at
home. Heg was thg misshapgn bgan, the only ong to swell thg husk with the injustice of our
poverty. [ raised other childregn for the world, but that ong, who until a littlg whilg ago | thought
was theg only ong of my childrgn to be givgn awag to this land that is thirsty for the blood of the
goung, that child was in thosg days my pride and my support. My husband had abandoned
himsglf to his sadngss, and thg other offspring didn't havg, 1ikeg him, the gift of bringing the future,
gvery dag, inside these walls of ours.

1t first he camg to dunday lunch. Hg Igft an addregss and always brought a littlg bit of
mongy. {1 pretty girlfrignd gven camge with him oncg and it madg mg happy to know hg was loved



by ong with as smooth and clgar a skin as hgrs. But wg soon stopped knowing of his
whergabouts, until heg turngd up looking about him warily likg a fugitive. tig told meg he didn't
havg a fixed addrgss any morg and used a word ['vg ngver forgotten: heg'd gong underground. |
went through hell. They werg hunting him and his comradegs down gvergwhere, some ugly,
evil-looking policg, samg as all the rest, invaded our housg looking for him. Then camg the
pilgrimage to the prisons, policg-stations and hospitals, after a friend of his, living rough too,
brought thg ngws: h¢'d fallgn into thg hands of the soldigrs. Ygars and ygars of vain sgarching
finished my husband's health, and he digd after the birth of our younggst son. It had bgcome
clgar beggond a doubt what hg was now: ong of the disappgared.

&0 much timg's gong by and along comges this girl with the discovery of some bongs
undgr the ground which could bg his. Shg told thg negws in the samge dglicate manngr I'd sgen in
that girlfriend of this undgrground, disappeared son, thg only girlfriend | gver met. She said it
had bggn hard to track mg down, she had the addregssgs of all the mothers gxeept ming, as I'd
moved without Igaving any noticg. | stood therg looking at her for a long whilg and didn't say a
word. | promised to go to theg addrgss indicated and dgclaregd that | did want to bury theg bongs.
dhg didn't gvegn neged to say it: he was, at last, a dgad man.

The girl lgft and | found myself with the beans half sorted, the housge in silgnce becausg
gvgrgong's working and theg grandchildrgn arg at school. {1 singleg, solitary tear insisted on
trickling down, although therg should havg beggn at Igast two. | was so furious that | swept the
remaining bgans from thg bowl out of the kitehen door. I couldn't say angthing. The grief over my
gounggst son is still very recent. | couldn't talk about my younggst, who likeg thg others went out
to work and went off dancing at weegkends with his frignds from the ngighbourhood. That boy
was in no way differgnt from his peoplg, always a little bgan just thg samg as all the others. |
couldn't grplain how, becausg of that, I'd Igt gverything go and gvegn forgottegn the first ong a bit,
such a far-off loss. | just couldn't 8¢t clgar how I'd lost my last child too into the hands of the
policg. The only difference was that, whilg the other was previously underground and ong of
the disappeared, my younggst was, right from the bgginning, nothing morg than a dgad man. {Ind
worsg still, becausg therg was nong of theg harsh ragg that took his brother to his dgath, there
was no justification to it at all. They threw his body into a filthy ditch, his and those of his
friends, who had all just comg awagy from the dance.

Because | went on having children, gven after I'd lost my middlg son, is that why they
punished me? Because | went on living in the same placge, watehing the war torment our homes
without being ablg to do a thing about it? [ kegp on asking myself the same qugstions. Then we
deecided, | and my daughter lgft along by her husband, and who livgs with mg, to grab her Rids
and clegar out quickly. Perhaps in sgarch of the placg that heg used to speak of, that underground,
disappgared, dgad son, wherg gvergthing would be different. Perhaps in sgarch of the burning
glow of his hopg, though | can alrgady sgnsg, in the grigf of so many othgr mothers who
pointlgssly losg their children, the smell of its dying embers.

Translated by Pavid Tregee
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loa bugna sugrtg, o la mala, qui¢gn sabg, quiso qug siguigra tgnigndo hijos. Ocho ¢gn total, con ¢l
nugve. Cuando la muchacha golped las palmas frente al portdn yo gstaba pegnsando ¢n las
criaturas qug traje al mundo. dn gra temprano, y yo ¢lggia los granos. Sgparéandolos, me
preguntaba si toda la ggntg no sg hacia dg la misma mangra: gn medio dg la prolg, sigmpre hay
uno qug salg un poco toreido. No ¢gs una tortuosidad dgl cugrpo, porqug no sigmpre sg percibe
con la vista, sino gseg don dg sufrir més queg los degmas, por ser dgmasiado obstinado o
insatisfecho. €s¢ hijo mio, dgl qug me vgnia a hablar la muchacha dgl portdn, habia rgsultado
asl. Pesde temprano habia mostrado un lado gspinoso gn su trato con la gente.  {si fug, ergo
qug a los sigte afos, cuando sg metid gn una rifla gn qug gstaba trabado su hgrmano magor. €1
hegrmano sg ligd una paliza, porqug gra tristg y flaco, como hasta hoy, pero ¢l sg largd a la lucha
g se lgs fug sin més a los otros tregs, queg ya gran grandgs. Volvid a casa todo tajeado, pero
dicgn qug durantg la pelga no paraba dg berrgar la cobardia dg los trgs grandgs contra un
pequeno. Todavia nino, actud muchas veees de la misma mangra, degfegndigndo todo lo que g
pargcia justo. Sigmpreg supo hablar muy bign, g pronto sg convirtid ¢gn la voz dg la familia. g
muchacho, sg gnfrgntaba con los casgros, nggociaba la cugnta dg la panadgria, atrasada como
de costumbrg. U ¢l solo decidid sgguir gstudiando, cuando los dgmés tegrminaban. Rgcugrdo ¢l
dia, adn dg pantalongs cortos, gn qug mg trajo un papgl para firmar: meg gxplicd qug gra la
inscripeidn para ¢l gramen dg gntrada al coleggio sgeundario deg la zona. Gracias a ¢l, algunos
de sus hegrmanos y hegrmanas siguigron ¢l mismo camino. Pgro ninguno pasaba tanto tigmpo
gstudiando. Pesde la cama, antgs dg cerrar los 0jos, yo atisbaba la luz adn gnegndida ¢gn la
cocina, porqug gra gn la megsa deg la coeina, ya qug no habia otro lugar, dondg ¢l gscribia.
los quineg afios consiguid un gmpleo, pero siguid gstudiando gn un curso nocturno.

€ntoncgs comgnzaron aqugllas reuniongs. No s¢ cOmo aguantaba, los fings dg semana
gran dg reuniongs casi todo ¢l dia, o nocheg adentro. Cuando venia dg Igjos, a veeegs perdia el
altimo trgn y llggaba dg manafla. lsa rgbeldia que manifgstd degsde pequeio fug tomando
cugrpo con ¢l: ahora ya no gra decirlg al forzudo dg la gscugla qug no Ig hicigra morder ¢l polvo
a nadig, o0 al ecarnicgro qug comgtia un grror al ecobrar aquel precio por la carng. {lhora los
rgsponsablgs dg nugstra misgria gstaban gntreg la gegnte rica.  €ntonegs supg qug corria peligro.
Pero ¢l ya s¢ iba algjando, las reuniongs 1o sacaban cada vegz més dg la casa, hasta qug dijo
qug dgbfa mudarsg cgrca de la facultad: querfa ser abogado. Yo sabia qug gra gsta lucha
contra los ricos 1o qug sg lo iba llgvando, y por ¢so sg meg gncogid ¢l corazdn. €sg hijo me
hacia mucha falta ¢n la casa. €1 gra ¢l grano degforme, ¢l dnico al que Ig hacia hervir la sangre
la injusticia dg nugstra pobregza. Cri¢ otros hijos para ¢l mundo, pero ¢sg, que hasta hacg poco
ergi qug gra ¢l dnico dg mis hijos gntregado a gsta tigrra sedignta dg sangre joven, gsg hijo era,
gn aquglla ¢gpoea, mi orgullo g mi amparo. Mi gsposo sg habia abandonado a la tristeza, y los
otros erios no tgnian, como ¢, ¢l don dg tragr ¢l futuro, cada dia, gntrg nugstras cuatro paredges.

I prineipio, vgnia a almorzar los domingos. Mg dgjd su dirgeeidn, y sigmpre traia un
poco de dingro. tasta una novia bonita trajo una vez, y me alggrd sabgrlo querido por una
persona de pigl tan lisa y clara. Pgro pronto dgjamos dg saber dondeg andaba, hasta un dia gn
qug apargcid reegloso, cuidéndose la gspalda como un fugitivo. Mg dijo qug ya no tegnia
dirgecidn fija, y usd una palabra que nunca olvid¢: sg habia vuaglto clandgstino. Vivi un



infigrno. Por todas partgs lo persgguian a ¢l gy a sus compafigros unos policias torvos, mal
gncarados, como todos los dgmaés, que un dia invadigron la casa buscandolo. Pespués vino ¢l
peregrinaje a las céreglgs, las comisarias g los hospitalgs, cuando un amigo suyo, gug tambign
andaba a montg, nos trajo la noticia: habia caido gn manos dg los soldados. Ifos y afos de
bdsqugda vana acabaron con la salud dg mi gsposo, qug murid dgspué¢s dg nacer ¢l begnjamin,
cuando sg supo a cigneia cigrta 1o qug nugstro hijo gra ahora: un dgsapargcido.

Habia pasado tanto tigmpo, gy vigng gsa muchacha con ¢l dgscubrimignto dg unos hugsos
gnterrados qug pugden ser los sugos. Nos dio la noticia con modos tan delicados como los dg
aquglla novia dgl hijo clandgstino y dgsapargcido, la dnica qug llggu¢ a conocgr. Pijo qug Ig
habia costado localizarmg, qug tenia la dirgecidn dg todas las madrgs megnos la mia, qug me
habia mudado sin avisar. Mg qued¢ mirdndola largo rato g no pronunci¢ palabra. Prometi ir
a la dirgeeidn indicada y afirm¢ querer gnterrar, si, [os talgs hugsos. €lla ni precisaba decirlo:
¢l gra, finalmente, un mugrto.

loa muchacha s¢ fug gy ahi qued¢ con ¢l grano a medio limpiar, la casa ¢gn silgncio porque
todos gstan ¢n ¢l trabajo g los nigtos ¢n la gscugla. Una dnica lagrima s¢ empend ¢n resbalar,
aungug dgbian habgr sido al mgnos dos. Mg dio tanta rabia qug vaci¢ deg un golpg los granos
del bol por la pugrta dg la cocina. No pudg decirlg nada. €1 dolor adn gs muy recignte. No
pudg contarlg dg mi bgnjamin, gug como los dgmés salia a trabajar, qug con los amigos del
barrio iba a bailar los fings dg sgmana, ¢sg qug gn nada sg difergnciaba dg su gegnte, sigmpre un
pequeno grano absolutamente igual a todos los dgmés granos. No pudg gxplicarlg cdmo por
¢so yo habia dgjado todo atrds y hasta habia olvidado un poco al otro, una p¢rdida tan
distantg. No pudg aclararlg cdmo habia perdido tambi¢n a gste dltimo hijo gn manos dg la
policia, con la dnica difgregncia deg qug, migntras ¢l otro habfa sido antgs clandgstino y
degsapargcido, ¢ste no pasd dg ser, degsde ¢l principio, apgnas un mugrto. Y peor, porqug fug
sin la rabia inmgnsa qug 1lgvd a su hgrmano a la mugrte, sin una idea qug lo justificase. Tiraron
¢l cugrpo gn una zanja inmunda, ¢l suyo y ¢l dg sus amigos, todos reci¢gn salidos del bailg.

Porque sggdui tgnigndo hijos, adn dgspu¢s dg habgr perdido al primgro, épor gso me
habrén castigado? éPorque sggui vivigndo gn ¢l mismo lugar, pregsgnciando ecdmo la gugrra
amgnazaba nugstras casas sin poder hacer nada? Mg pregunto una y otra vez. €ntonees
decidimos, yo y la hija mia a la qug abandond su gsposo, la qug vivg conmigo, agarrar a sus
hijos g mandarnos mudar. Tal vez gn busca dgl lugar del queg hablaba aqugl hijo clandestino,
dgsapargcido gy muerto, donde todo seria diferente. Tal vez ¢n busca del regsplandor dg su
gspegranza, aunqug presignto, gn ¢l dolor dg tantas madrgs qug pigrden a sus hijos indtilmente,
¢l olor dg los rgscoldos qug sg apagan.

Translated by Cristina Carngiro
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Par lg fruit du hasard, ou du destin, qui sait, j'ai continu¢ & avoir degs enfants. tuait gn
tout, ¢t puis neuf avee Ig petit dernigr.  du moment od ung jeung fillg s'gst approch¢e de la grillg
gn frappant dans sgs mains, j¢ pgnsais aux gnfants qug j'avais mis au monde. Il ¢tait gncorg tot
¢t je triais lgs haricots. €n mgme temps que je lgs s¢parais, j¢ mg demandais si lgs individus
n'¢taignt pas semblablgs & cgs haricots : il s¢ trouve toujours, au sgin dg la m@&me couvée, un
petit qui sort du lot.  Son originalit¢ n'gst pas physique, cg n'gst pas toujours quelqug chosg de
visiblg a l'ogil nu. Cest ¢n fait cette capacit¢ & souffrir plus que tout autre, gngendrée par ung
trop grandg opinidtreté ou insatisfaction. Cgst d'un gnfant comme cgla, de cg fils, dont la jeung
fillg & la grillg ¢tait venug me parler. Tres tot, son cdté difficile s'¢tait r¢vgl¢ dans sgs rapports
avge Igs adtrgs : un jour, il s'¢tait mglg a ung bagarrg pour aider son frerg aing. Jg pense qu'il
devait avoir sgpt ans. don frere, qui ¢tait ¢t gst resté triste ¢t malingre, ¢tait gn train deg prendre
ung ross¢e. 1l s'gst alors ¢lancg dans la bataillg ¢t s'gn gst pris a trois jeungs adultgs bign batis.

Il gst revegnu a la maison couvert dg balafrgs mais on a dit qug durant toutg la bagarre, il n'a
cgss¢ de erigr son dggodt pour la lachet¢ deg egs trois grands qui s'en pregnaignt a un plus petit
qu'eur. €ncorg gnfant, a plusigurs rgprisgs, il a agi dg la sorte, d¢fendant tout cg qu'il eroyait
¢trg juste. 1l s'grprimait bign ¢t devint vitg lg portg-parolg dg la maison. dolgseent, il
affrontait lgs propri¢tairgs ¢t discutait la notg du boulanger qug nous pagyions avge retard.
Cest tout seul qu'il a déeid¢ de continuer segs ¢tudes alors que Igs autrgs quittaignt I'éeole. Je
mg souvigns du jour od il gst rgntr¢ avee un papier que je dgvais signgr. [l portait gncorg dgs
culottgs courtgs. 1l m'a gxpliqu¢ qug cg papigr ¢tait l'inseription a 'examen d'gntrée du lyege du
district. Cest gréce a lui que certains deg segs freres ¢t sogurs ont pu suivre la mgme voig.  Mais
aucun d'eux n'a jamais pass¢ autant dg temps a ¢tudigr. Pepuis mon lit, avant dg fermer lgs
gguy, jg pouvais distinguer la lumigre allumée dans la cuising. Il ¢erivait sur la tablg de la
cuising pareg qu'il n'y avait pas deg place aillgurs. ¢ quinzg ans, il s'gst trouvg un travail mais a
continug a prendre dgs cours du soir.

Cest alors qug egs r¢unions ont commeneg. Je ng sais pas comment il faisait : Ig
wegRk-gnd, Igs r¢unions duraignt prgsqug toutg la journge ou sg poursuivaignt la nuit. Il rgvenait
de tregs loin, quglqugfois il manquait lg degrnigr train ¢t ng revenait que Ig lgndgmain matin.  lea
r¢bellion dont il faisait preuve depuis tout petit avait grandi gn mgme temps que lui : il ng
s'agissait plus simplgment d'interdirg & un camaradg de classg dg lgver Ig poing sur qui qug c¢
soit, ni dg contgster Ig prix de la viandg gragérgment augmenté par Ig boucher. Maintgnant,
c'¢taignt Igs richegs qu'il tenait pour rgsponsables dg notrg misgre. Cest alors quge jai compris
qu'il ¢tait gn danger. Mais il s'¢loignait dgja, sgs ré¢unions l'obliggaignt a s'absenter dg plus ¢gn
plus souvent puis un bgau jour, il a annone¢ qu'il devait allgr vivrg pregs de l'universitg. 1l
voulait dgvenir avocat. Jg savais qug c'¢tait son combat contreg Igs richgs qui Ig galvanisait.
Jien ai eu lg cogur un peu serrg. Il m'a beaucoup mangu¢ a la maison. C¢tait lui ceg haricot
d¢formg, g seul capablg dg sg nourrir dg l'injusticg dg notrg pauvregtg. Jai ¢lgvé d'autrgs gnfants
pour lg mondg mais celui-1a, que jusqu'il gy a peu jg consid¢rais comme Ig sgul dg mes gnfants a
avoir ¢t¢ sacrifi¢ a cg pays assoiff¢ du sang des jeungs, ¢tait a ['¢poqueg ma figrt¢ ¢t ma raison
d'¢tre. Mon mari avait sombr¢ dans la tristgsse ¢t lgs autrgs gnfants n'ont pas, comme lui, la
facult¢ dg fairg entrer chaqug jour ung lugur d'avgnir gntrg lgs mars dg [a maison.



Hu d¢bat, il vgnait d¢jeunegr dimanchg. 1l laissait ung adrgsse ¢t apportait toujours un
peu d'argent. Il nous a mg&me ameng ung fois ung charmante jeung fillg ¢t j'¢tais heurguse de
savoir qu'il ¢tait aim¢ d'ung personng a la pegau si doucg ¢t au tgint si clair. Mais bigntdt nous
avons cgss¢ d'¢trg au courant dg sgs faits ¢t gestes, jusqu'a eg qu'il sg mettg a lancer des
regards inquigts aatour de lui, comme un fugitif. 1l me dit qu'il n'avait plus d'adresse fixe ¢t
atilisa un mot qug je n'oubligrai jamais : il ¢tait devgnu un clandgstin. J'ai alors connu l'gnfer.
lls g cherehaignt partout, lui ¢t sgs amis. Cettg policg ignoblg, mal intentionnge, comme tout Ig
rgste, a fouillg notrg maison pour Ig trouver. Cgst alors qug commenea lg pelerinage aupres
dgs prisons, degs postes de policg, dgs hdpitaug. Puis un jour, un dg sgs amis, qui menait la
mgme gristgnce, nous donna dg sgs nouvellgs : il ¢tait tomb¢ aug mains dgs soldats. Pegs
anngegs ¢t dgs annges dg vaings rechegreches ruingrent la sant¢ dg mon mari qui mouruat apregs la
naissance dg mon dernigr fils. C¢tait & présent clair comme dg I'eau dg rochg : notre fils cadet
faisait partig degs disparus.

Tant dg temps a pass¢ ¢t puis cette jeung fille arrivg avee sa d¢couverte d'ossgments
gnfouis dans lg sol qui pourraignt gtre lgs signs. €llg avait cgtte manigre délicate de
m'annoncgr cgttg nouvelle, la mgme délicatgsse que j'avais vug chez l'amig de cg fils clandgstin
aujourd'hui disparuy, la sgulg qug j'ai jamais rencontrée. €llg me dit qu'il avait ¢t¢ difficile dg me
retrouver.  €n g¢ffet, j'avais d¢ménag¢ sans prgvenir. €llg avait Igs adregsses de toutgs lgs
meres sadf la mignng. Jg restais [a a la fixer longugment sans dirg un mot. Jg promis dg me
rendreg a l'adregsse indiquée ¢t d¢clarai qug je voulais qug Igs ossgments fussent gnterrgs. €llg
n'avait pas begsoin dg g dire : il avait fini par mourir.

loa jeung fillg partit ¢t j¢ me retrouvai la avge Igs haricots a moiti¢ tri¢s, dans Ig silgneg de
la maison abandonngg par lgs autrgs qui allaignt travaillgr ¢t mes petits-gnfants qui ¢taignt a
I'¢eolg.  Ung larme, ung seulg, s'obstinait a couler alors qu'il g aurait dd gn avoir au moins deux.
De fureur, je jetai lg rgste dgs haricots par la portg ouverte de la cuising. Jg ng pouvais pas
parlgr. log deuil dg mon petit degrnigr gst gncorg trgs ré¢cent.  Jg ng pouvais pas parler de lui qui
commg lgs autres travaillait ¢t allait danser Ig weegk-gnd avee segs amis du voisinage. Cet gnfant
n'¢tait gn rign différent degs autres, ¢'¢tait un petit haricot sgmblablg a tous lgs autrgs. Jg n'ai pu
gxpliquer comment, a cause de cgla, j'ai tout laiss¢ tomber ¢t j'ai mgmge oubli¢ un pgu mon autrg
fils disparu dont la pertg gst si lointaing. Jg ng pouvais simplgment pas compregndrg pourquoi
j'avais perdu mon dernigr gnfant, tomb¢ ¢galgment aug mains dg la policg. Il gy avait bign ung
diff¢rence : tandis qug mon fils appartgnait a la clandgstinit¢ ¢t ¢tait 'un degs disparus, Ig plus
jeung n'¢tait depuis lg d¢but qu'un homme condamng. leg pirg gst qu'il n'avait pas ¢n lui cgtte
rage sourdg qui provoqua la mort dg son fregreg, sa mort ng trouvait aucung justification. lls ont
jet¢ sa d¢pouillg dans ung rigolg salg, son corps ¢t celui dg sgs amis qui vegnaignt juste dg sortir
de la discothgqug.

€st-cg pareg que j'ai continug a avoir dgs gnfants apregs la disparition dg mon fils qu'ils
m'ont punig ? Pareg qug j'ai continug a vivrg au mgmg gndroit, rggardant la gugrrg d¢vaster nos
vigs sans pouvoir rign ¢ fairg ? Jg continug a me poser Igs mgmes qugstions. Puis, moi ¢t ma
fillz, abandonngg par son mari ¢t vivant dgs lors avege moi, avons d¢cid¢ d'emmengr sgs gnfants
¢t de disparaitre rapidement, peut-¢tre a la recherche de cegt gndroit dont il parlait, mon fils
clandgstin, disparu, mort, l'endroit od tout serait différent. Mais c'gst peut-gtrg dans ma qugte
de cgt gspoir qui brdlait gn lui qug je peux sentir, a travers Ig deuil de tant dg meres dont lgs
gnfants ont ¢t¢ tugs sans raison, qug cgt gspoir s'¢teint.
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